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1. Overall Description:

In an earlier LS reply to RAN2, [1], RAN4 indicated that SFTD scenarios for NE-DC and NR-NR DC would be studied by RAN4 first when it became necessary. As NE-DC and NR-NR DC were added as Rel-15 late drop features at RAN#80, RAN4 has now studied SFTD scenarios where the UE is configured with an NR PCell.

RAN4 has concluded that Rel-15 requirements are needed for the following two use cases:

· SFTD between NR PCell and E-UTRA PSCell

· SFTD between NR PCell and NR neighbour cell, before NR PSCell is configured

RAN4 has further discussed the following scenarios and concluded that no requirements are needed in Rel-15:

· SFTD measurement for time difference between NR PCell and E-UTRA inter-RAT neighbour cell
· SFTD measurement for time difference between NR PCell and NR PSCell.

The justification for not introducing Rel-15 requirements for the former case is that E-UTRA measurements, as well as NE-DC operation, can be configured without precise knowledge of the timing relation between the cells. SFTD can be determined after adding the E-UTRA PSCell, upon which optimized configurations with respect to e.g. alignment of MCG and SCG DRX cycles can be provided to concerned UE(s) via reconfiguration.

The justification for not introducing Rel-15 requirements for the latter case is that in this release, from physical layer perspective, only synchronous NR-NR DC operation is supported, and cells used for Rel-15 NR-NR DC therefor will need to be tightly synchronized by which SFTD measurements become superfluous. 
2. Actions:
To RAN WG2 group.
ACTION: 
RAN4 respectfully asks RAN2 to confirm RAN4’s understanding regarding the SFTD cases identified as not having to be introduced in Rel-15, and further, to take the above information into account in the Rel-15 late drop specification work.
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