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1. Overall Description:

RAN4 has made some agreements regarding the concept of spectrum utilization for NR, attached in document R4-1706060 [1].
Within that document, RAN4 agreed to the following text:

“In REL-15, for a co-ordinated operator deployment, 2 and 3 would be beneficial on a “system level” (i.e. from BS perspective) with no change or addition to RAN4 UE or BS requirements compliance compared to scenario 1. However, it would be asked from RAN1/2 if it is feasible to ensure that the protocol stack design enables the BS and UE to operate in resources located outside of those corresponding to X% occupancy.
· Note that this does not require higher spectrum utilization from the UE perspective. More specifically, for such scenarios UE TX / RX baseband processing capabilities are limited by the X% resource utilization and UE may not support higher utilization
· The impacts to interference, blocking etc. will need to be considered and managed by the operator considering the deployment”

· X% is defined as utilization required to be achievable with the Rel-15 requirements. Y% is defined as utilization not required to be achievable with the Rel-15 requirements

In other words, the RAN1 and RAN2 specifications consider the feasibility of enabling allocation of all theoretically possible PRBs within a configured bandwidth, independently of the spectrum occupancy requirement decided by RAN4 for release 15.
2. Actions:

To RAN WG1 and RAN WG2: 

RAN4 respectfully asks RAN1 and RAN2 if it would be feasible to ensure that the protocols do not restrict the number of PRBs that can be allocated, such that operation in Scenarios 2 and 3 in the attached document can be enabled
3. Dates of Next RAN WG4 Meetings:
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