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Introduction
In this contribution some aspects of NR carrier aggregation are discussed, that are some basic principle following from LTE.
Discussion
Hybrid-ARQ retransmissions
In LTE hybrid-ARQ retransmissions occur on the same carrier as the original transmission. Although moving retransmissions across component carriers could be considered from a principal perspective the gains are questionable and it may also impact the possibilities for parallelization where each carrier is processed independently of the other carriers. It is therefore suggested to restrict hybrid-ARQ retransmissions to the same carrier as the original hybrid-ARQ transmission.
Blind decoding handling
In LTE the number of blind decodes are defined per associated carrier. There is a possibility for NR to modify this assumption to have a single number defined for the UE and letting the UE distribute the number of blind decodes per associated carrier and CORESET. However, this can result in very complicated schemes, especially if the UE is allowed to split the blind decodings across different links in case of dual connectivity between two gNodeBs with less than ideal interconnect. Hence, it is preferred a fix number of blind decodes defined per carrier following the principles from the LTE. Conclusion
Carrier aggregation in NR can to a large extent follow the same principles as used in LTE. In addition:
· Hybrid-ARQ retransmissions occur on the same component carrier as the initial hybrid ARQ transmission
· A fixed number of blind decodes are defined per carrier

