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1
Introduction
Offline discussions on joint grants for enhanced carrier aggregation have taken place on Joint Grants for carrier aggregation enhancement supporting up to 32 CCs. 
This contribution tries to summarize the main points of the discussion as well as suggests the needed next step in order to be able to proceed.
2
Summary of the discussions
The discussions are summarized only on main bullet point level as suggested by the group of discussing companies:
1. Discussed definition of Joint Grants:

· Single DCI containing assignments of several CCs of a single link direction

2. Discussed application scenarios for Joint Grants:

· Mainly small cell deployments incl. unlicensed band operation

3. Claimed motivation/pros/merits of Joint Grants:

· Reduce the false detection/alarm ratio
· Reduce the control overhead
· Reduce the number of blind decodes 
4. Claimed drawbacks/cons/issues of Joint Grants:

· Scheduling flexibility (incl. individual link adaptation) 

· Reduced coverage due to increased payload size (assuming the currently available ALs on (E)PDCCH)

· High specification impact

· Increased blocking probability 

3
Suggested next step
The group discussed on the next needed steps and the following is suggested based on the offline discussions:
· Proposal: Conclude whether to support Joint Grants in Rel. 13 eCA during RAN1#82. 

· Whether or not to support Joint Grants is not preventing further discussions and specification of other DL control enhancements solving issues like false alarm, number of blind decodes etc.
