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Overall Description
1.
At RAN5#57, the liaison statements in R1-124007, R2-124352 and R4-124372 relating to Rel-11 Feature Lists were reviewed. RAN5 concluded that it will be very helpful if RAN1, RAN2 and RAN4 considered the associated testing implications as part of the feature list analysis.
2.
If a UE feature is mandatory in 3GPP, UE vendors are obliged to implement it but in practice, however, the feature may not be globally supported in networks. Under normal convention certification bodies must include all mandatory features in their schemes independent of market deployment plans. These factors give rise to a situation where, to obtain certification, a UE vendor will be obliged to prove conformance of the feature in a UE (by conformance testing) even though the feature may not be deployed at all or will not be needed in the UE’s target market. This would create additional costs and delay the delivery of certified products due to the unnecessary extra testing effort. In addition there is a flow on cost impact on other key stakeholders of the test and certification industry if a feature is made mandatory in 3GPP but never gets deployed in real networks.

3.
It would help RAN5, from a planning point of view, if the spreadsheets used to analyse the features also included a column entitled ‘RAN5 implication’. The minimum answer could either be ‘yes’ or ‘no’ or include additional comments that would be helpful for example an indication of when an associated WI proposal will be seen in RAN5. This will alert/remind the interested parties to commit to the associated RAN5 activity as appropriate, regardless of whether the feature is optional or mandatory.
Actions: To RAN1, RAN2 & RAN4 
RAN5 asks RAN1, RAN2 & RAN4 to consider the implications of making features mandatory, as well as include the extra RAN5 related column, as described above, as part of the on-going analysis of the features.
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