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1. Introduction
In RAN1 #59 meeting, regarding PDCCH transmission in carrier aggregation, the following has been agreed. 

· Configuration for the presence of CIF is UE specific (i.e. not system-specific or cell-specific)

· CIF (if configured) is a fixed 3-bit field
· CIF (if configured) location is fixed irrespective of DCI format size. 
· Cross-carrier assignments can be configured both when the DCI formats have the same or different sizes

· Explicit CIF for the case of same DCI format size

· FFS whether the CIF is included or not in cases the DCI format sizes are different
· There will be an upper limit on the total number of blind decodes
FFS:

· Which DCI format(s) can have CIF and which DCI format(s) can never have CIF and whether all carriers in a UE’s DL CC set carry CIF

· Upper limit on total number of blind decodes = N x ?.

· Whether CIF to component carrier index mapping is UE specific or system specific
In this document, among the remaining issues, we discuss whether the CIF should be included for cases where the DCI format sizes are different for each carrier.
2. Explicit CIF in different DCI format sizes
The main benefit of CIF is not to increase the blind decoding. But, this benefit may not be realized when different DCI format sizes are used for each carrier. For example, consider the case where two carriers are aggregated, wherein one carrier is configured in transmission mode 1 and the other carrier is configured in transmission mode 3 of LTE Rel-8. In this case, the UE should monitor DCI format 1A and 1 for the first carrier and DCI format 1A and 2A for the second carrier. Since the sizes of DCI format 1 and 2A are different, the UE must perform the blind decoding operation for each format (i.e. each size).  This implies that the UE would have to blind decode each PDCCH candidate against three DCI format sizes instead of the current two even though CIF is included. In addition, it is also possible to aggregate carriers having different system bandwidths. Since the length of the resource allocation field scales with the number of PRBs, the DCI format size even for the same DCI format (e.g. DCI 1A) will be different for different system bandwidths as shown in Table 1. 
	DCI Format
	1.4 MHz
	3 MHz
	5 MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	0/1A/3/3A
	21
	22
	25
	27
	27
	28

	1
	19
	23
	27
	31
	33
	39

	1B
	22
	25
	27
	28
	29
	30

	1C
	8
	10
	12
	13
	14
	15

	1D
	22
	25
	27
	28
	29
	30

	2
	31
	34
	39
	43
	45
	51

	2A
	28
	31
	36
	41
	42
	48


Table 1:  DCI format lengths (bits) in LTE Rel-8 (FDD, 2 Tx antennas at eNB)

In [2], it was proposed to insert padding bits in the DCI format having the smaller size such that it becomes the same size as another DCI format size. While the padding method reduces the amount of blind decoding, it requires additional resources in terms of transmission power or time-frequency resources to transmit the redundant bits.  For example, consider the example where a 10MHz carrier and a 20MHz carrier are aggregated, which is one of the suggested deployment scenarios in [3]. In this scenario, DCI format 1 is transmitted for the 10MHz carrier and DCI format 2A is transmitted for the 20MHz carrier. In this case, the required padding length to make the DCI 1 equal in size to the DCI 2A is 17 bits. It is definitely undesirable to include 17 padding bits in DCI 1 which has only 31 information bits (for a 10MHz bandwidth). 

To avoid excessively large numbers of padding bits, one simple approach would be to not apply any additional padding to the DCIs. Instead, we could allow the additional blind decoding for different DCI format sizes. In this case, CIF may not be required, since the UE is able to implicitly detect the carrier information based on the decoding of a given DCI format size. 
In another approach, the padding method would only be applied for a certain type of DCI format. Looking at some DCI formats like DCI 0 or 1A in Table 1, the size does not significantly increase as a function of the system bandwidth. Conversely, DCI formats such as DCI 1 grow significantly larger as the system bandwidth increases. The main difference is the resource allocation method. One method uses the BITMAP based resource allocation, in which each bit is used to indicate whether the corresponding resource block group is allocated or not. The other method is the compact resource allocation in which the starting point and number of resource blocks are indicated. In this latter case, the total bit size increases in a log scale of the number of resource blocks, and is thus less sensitive to the number of resource blocks in the corresponding system bandwidth.  Based on this observation, it is proposed that padding is applied if the DCI format uses compact scheduling (DCI formats 0, 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 3 and 3A). For the remaining DCI formats, the DCI format is transmitted without modification (i.e. no additional padding) resulting in the UE performing blind decoding for each DCI format size. 
3. Conclusion

In this document, we investigated the issue of including the explicit CIF in the DCI format for cases when the DCI format sizes are different for each carrier. Two approaches discussed in Section 2 are summarized as follows:
· Approach 1: Different blind decoding is allowed when different DCI format sizes (without padding) are needed for each carrier.  In these cases, the CIF is not included in the DCI format if the carrier can be distinguished based solely on the blind decoding operation (i.e. based on the size of the message). This approach is simple, but it increases the number of blind decodings.
· Approach 2: Additional padding bits are applied to reduce the amount of blind decoding. The overhead of the padding bits would be significant if the DCI format uses BITMAP based resource allocation (DCI formats 1, 1D, 2 and 2A). 
Therefore, it is recommended to allow additional blind decoding for DCI formats 1, 1D, 2 and 2A. However, for DCI formats 0, 1A, 3, 3A, 1B and 1C, it is FFS whether the blind decoding is allowed or padding bits are applied.
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