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1 Introduction
In 3GPP RAN1 #58 meeting, the term of “RB bundling” was first introduced for higher ranks transmission to achieve adequate channel estimation accuracy along with a low overhead [1].  It was also explored that “RB bundling” could be used to balance the transmission power imbalance across OFDM symbols for some high rank DM-RS patterns [2-4].  

In this contribution, we explore the additional benefits of RB bundling and discuss the possible specification support to enable RB bundling for LTE-A systems.
2 RB Bundling for DM-RS
In this section, we investigate the benefits of applying RB bundling for LTE-A DM-RS. 
In 3GPP RAN1#58bis meeting, the following DM-RS patterns have been agreed as a baseline up to rank 2 and rank-4, where spreading factor 2 code division multiplexing (CDM) is applied to multiplex two DM RS in two adjacent REs:

[image: image1.emf]
Figure 1: Rank-2 and Rank-4 DM RS patterns
The agreed DM-RS pattern is RB based; accordingly, UE could perform channel estimation and demodulation per RB. Alternatively, if RB bundling is supported, UE could perform channel estimation and demodulation jointly across bundled RBs. In this way, the performance of channel estimation and demodulation can be improved.  

For higher rank transmission (rank 5 to rank 8), there are mainly two DM-RS patterns introduced in [1] and [5] shown in Figure 2. RNK8 P1 pattern multiplexes 4 RS using SF-4 CDM, in RS REs in a subcarrier, and RNK8 P2 pattern multiplexes 2 RS using spreading factor (SF) 2 CDM in 2 time-adjacent REs.
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Figure 2: Rank-8 DM-RS Patterns
In case of RNK8 P1 pattern, RB bundling could provide gains by UE performing channel estimation and demodulation over bundled RBs. 
In case of RNK8 P2 pattern, even number of RB bundling could provide additional gain on allowing full flexibility of power allocation for assigned layers using pattern rotation shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: DM-RS Patterns (Bundling 2 RBs)
3 Specification Support for RB Bundling
As suggested in Section 2 that RB bundling will bring additional gains for channel estimation and demodulation for both lower rank transmission and higher rank transmission. This gain can be achieved only when the precoding vectors across the bundled RBs are the same. In other words, RB bundling will require the eNodeB to perform same downlink precoding vector across bundled RBs which reduces the precoding flexibility at the eNodeB. The reduced precoding flexibility may lead to a performance degradation of the system.  

Therefore, it clearly suggests a trade-off between gains from increasing channel interpolation span in frequency versus losses from increasing frequency selective precoding granularity as suggested in [5]. Therefore, the RB bundling should be carefully studied to support in LTE-A systems.  

Downlink precoding granularity is closely tied towards the feedback granularity. In the situation where the network is performing precoding over a group of RBs, RB bundling does provide non-negligible gains. However, in the case where the network is performing RB based precoding, RB bundling is not possible. 

As such, an indication from eNodeB to UE could be supported in LTE-A to turn on/off the feature of RB bundling. In this contribution, turning-on RB bundling means that an eNodeB will perform same downlink precoding over a number of contiguous RBs (RB bundling size), and UE will perform channel estimation and demodulation jointly across bundled RBs. On the other hand, turning-off RB bundling means that an eNodeB could perform RB based downlink precoding and UE will perform channel estimation and demodulation on a per-RB basis. 

The indication of turning on/off RB bundling can be achieved by several alternatives:

Alt. 1: semi-statistical signalling from the higher layers or dynamically signalling from eNodeB utilizing available code-points in DCI formats. Furthermore, this signalling could be either implicit or explicit:

· Alt. 1. 1: Explicit signalling: 
· Alt. 1. 1. 1: one bit higher layer signalling semi-statistically turning RB bundling on or off; 
· Alt. 1.1. 2: utilizing available DCI code-points to dynamically turn on or off RB bundling

· Alt. 1. 2: Implicit signalling: 
· Alt. 1. 2. 1: RB bundling on or off is based on specific transmission mode, the DCI format used for DL grant, transmission scheme, and RNTI configuration

· For example, RB bundling is turned on if a UE is configured in Rel. 9 transmission mode (mode 8), and if the UE received a PDSCH packet scheduled with DCI format 2B.  

· Alt. 1. 2. 2: RB bundling on or off is related to specific feedback mode
· For example, when PMI/RI feedback is configured, turn on RB bundling, otherwise when PMI/RI feedback is not configured, turn off  RB bundling

· For another example, when wideband CQI/PMI feedback mode is configured, turn on RB bundling, when subband CQI/PMI feedback mode is configured, turn off RB bundling

Alt. 2: RB bundling on/off indication can also be realized through other system indication from eNodeB to UE. 
· For example, RB bundling could be enabled once the rank indication (RI) is greater than a predetermined value. (Since we know that RB bundling will have additional benefits in terms balancing the transmission power over OFDM symbols for higher rank transmissions [2]).

Alt. 3: RB bundling is always on for demodulation using Rel. 9 or Rel. 10 UE-RS.

The next question is then how many RBs should we bundle in LTE-A systems once RB bundling is enabled. Similarly, there are multiple ways to decide the RB bundling size: 
· Alt. 1: RB bundling size is equal to the resource block group (RBG) size. 

This is a natural approach since downlink resource allocation is based on RBG, the size of RB bundling could potentially be based on RBG as a function of the total system bandwidth.
· Alt. 2: RB bundling size is equal to the feedback subband size  
Since the downlink transmission is based on the uplink feedback, the RB bundling size could potentially be based on the feedback granularity (for example, feedback subband size) as a function of the system bandwidth.
· Alt. 3: RB bundling size is based on the configured feedback mode

In LTE-A (Rel. 10) transmission modes, TPMI will not be transmitted due to the application of DM-RS, however, wideband CQI/PMI/RI and subband CQI/PMI/RI will anyway be supported. Accordingly, the size of RB bundling could potentially be based on the configured feedback mode:
· For example, when wideband feedback is configured, all the allocated RBs could be bundled to perform channel estimation and demodulation. That is, the RB bundling size could potentially be the size of the downlink resource assignment
· For example, when subband feedback is configured, the RB bundling size could follow 
· subband size from the UE feedback.

· RBG size

· Alt. 4. The RB bundling size could be fixed 

· For example, it can be an even number to facilitate pattern rotation as shown in [1].
4 Conclusion

In this contribution, we discuss the potential benefits of RB bundling for DM-RS. Since RB bundling allows UEs to perform channel estimation and demodulation jointly across bundled RBs, RB bundling could potentially provide system performance gain even for low rank downlink transmissions. Accordingly, possible ways to support downlink RB bundling in the LTE-A systems are discussed. 
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