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1. Background
When deploying MIMO with two transmit antennas, supporting legacy devices by means of transmit diversity seems to be a natural approach. However, lately there has been some focus on the performance of open loop transmit diversity, STTD, deployments in real networks. There have been concerns with the performance in STTD mode for non-MIMO UEs [1]
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[2]. An alternative way to deploy MIMO is to utilize the option of having an S-CPICH as a phase reference for the second antenna. In this case, legacy channels would be transmitted from the first antenna alone. This alternative has been proposed as the reference configuration for MIMO cells according to the current specification [3].

One drawback with such a solution is that, if separate power amplifiers (PA) are used for the two transmit antennas, the total power resource is not utilized to its full extent. Non-MIMO traffic will only utilize half of the available power, while MIMO traffic will utilize the total installed power resource. One way to overcome this problem would be to use a power balancing network (a.k.a. Butler matrices) and place the PA in beam-space as depicted in Figure 1 below. In this way both power amplifiers will be fully utilized even for signals only transmitted from the first antenna.

[image: image1]
Figure 1: Example of installation with power balancing Butler matrices.

2. Discussion
The MIMO transmitter itself also contains a power balancing network, the MIMO precoder, that would be applied before the Butler matrix used for power balancing of legacy channels, see Figure 2 below. 

[image: image2]
Figure 2: Example of MIMO installation with power balancing for legacy channels.

The power balancing network can be implemented in many ways. In principle, any unitary transform can be used, but as will be shown here some implementations may have certain drawbacks. 
Let us assume that the power balancing matrix, B, is chosen as
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and where W is the MIMO precoder with (k= exp(i(2k+1)(/4), with k=0, 1, 2, 3. (The normalization with 1/(2 is dropped for increased readability).
It can be shown that for MIMO UEs the load on the PAs will be equal if a dual-stream transmission occurs. For a single stream MIMO transmission however, this will in general not be the case. Assuming that the four possible precoder vectors are given by wk it is can be seen that the power amplifier load will vary with precoder index k. In this particular example the load will be the same for k=0 and 3, while for k=1, 2 only one of the amplifiers will be active and the power utilization is then poor. 
It can be noted that choosing e.g. the DFT matrix [1 1;-1 1] as a power balancing matrix, B, would result in unequal PA load for all available single-stream precoder vectors. In fact, it can be shown that there will be a 7.65dB difference for all k=0, 1, 2, 3.
To overcome this problem of power balancing, not only a suitable Butler matrix is needed, but also the network will be constrained when it comes to scheduling. Only single stream precoders leading to power balancing can be used if the power balance should be retained. This restriction can be implemented in NodeB but this would mean that the NodeB doesn’t take the recommended precoder vector (PCI) into account. Furthermore, since the UE has derived the CQI under the assumption that the recommended PCI is used, scheduler decisions based on this CQI may result in degraded performance. However, this problem could be reduced if the UE was aware of which precoders that give rise to the power imbalance and performs the appropriate restriction. Note that in LTE there exists a possibility for “codebook subset restriction” [4] that can be used to narrow the effective codebook. By introducing this functionality also for HSDPA MIMO, it would be possible for the network to restrict the UE from using certain precoder vectors, and hence avoid the problem of unbalanced PA load.
3. Numerical example

To illustrate the potential problem with power imbalance and precoder restriction the following simple example is given. Uncorrelated flat fading channels are generated, the Butler matrix B given above is used to balance the PA load. The single stream MIMO codebook is used to maximize the channel gain at the receiver. Figure 3 below shows the received channel gain for 3 different cases. 
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Figure 3: Received channel gain for single stream transmission.

The curve “Optimal” shows the performance that could be obtained if perfect power balancing is achieved with all 4 possible weight vectors available in the codebook. Note that this can not be achieved in practice when a fixed precoder is used. The two other curves indicate the performance of the case when the weights are restricted to a set giving power balancing and the case when all four weights are used and hence imbalance in power occurs. Note that this example only shows the impact of power imbalance between the two branches. If the restriction to a smaller codebook is done at the network side, an additional link adaptation loss is expected.
4. Conclusions
To fully utilize the total installed PA resource in the case when MIMO is deployed using an S-CPICH for the second antenna, a power balancing network can be used. In this case it is found that the power may still be unbalanced for certain precoder vectors at single stream transmission for MIMO UEs. To overcome this, the network scheduler can use only precoders that keep the power balanced. However, this would mean that a non-optimal weight is used and hence would lead to some performance degradation.
To solve this problem it is proposed to include a “codebook subset restriction” similar to what exists in LTE also for HSDPA MIMO. In this way the network can restrict the UE from reporting precoder vectors that give rise to unequal power utilization between the two branches.
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