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1. Introduction

At RAN#44, a concern was raised on the 4Tx transmission mode since it would not be possible to perform interoperability testing for UE since few eNB vendors may support 4Tx transmission at initial real LTE Rel.8 network [1]. In [1], it was also proposed that 4 Tx transmission mode to be a part of feature group indicator. However, several companies raised the concern that 4Tx transmission mode is cell specific parameter. 
Then, following way forward was agreed in RAN:

Way forward: the WG should study the issue by minimizing the risk, RAN 5 does have conformance tests at high priority, although not yet finished and it could take up to 18 months before the tests are available. Even if ran 5 is able to finish its work more quickly the later introduction of the feature will still carry a risk, ran 1 has to study technical solutions to minimize the risks. Situation to be revisited in next meeting.
2. Current Statues on 4Tx transmission
RAN5 statues:

After the RAN meeting, RAN5 chairman announced that

With respect to Support of 4 Tx Transmission, RAN5 is currently working on 3 related RF test cases, 2 of which have little or no progress as RAN5 is awaiting completion of the relevant RAN4 specification. Generally, for RF test cases RAN5 estimates 1 to 2 meeting cycles between the availability of core specs and the provisional completion of the related part in the RAN 5 spec. In this case, the typical, earliest estimation for the completion of these test cases is Dec 09. I say typical because like all WGs, RAN5 is contributions driven. Incidentally all the LTE RF test cases (and Sig) being worked on today are considered to be high priority although the natural order in which these are completed is influenced by external factors.
Although we have not received official LS from RAN5, RAN5 would complete the specification on 4Tx transmission mode by August meeting.

Industry statues:

After the RAN meeting, multiple eNB vendors announced that they will support 4Tx transmission mode at Day 1. In addition to that, the industry forum called LSTI (LTE/SAE trial initiative) decided that they will handle 4Tx transmission mode under the umbrella of LSTI IOT/IODT.
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