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1 Introduction

In TS 25.309 section 12.2, number of reference E-TFCs is marked as FFS. In order for RAN2 and RAN3 to define a proper signalling of the reference E-TFCs, it seems needed for RAN1 to recommend an appropriate number.
2 Discussion
In [1], it was evaluated how much the computed gain factors deviate from the optimal ones for various transport formats ranging up to around 4 Mbps with assuming four reference E-TFCs. It was shown that proper selection of the reference E-TFCs results in difference less than 0.4 dB. 

Therefore, we consider allowing at maximum 8 reference E-TFCs is enough.
3 Conclusion
We propose to send an LS to RAN2 and RAN3 recommending for them to define the maximum number of reference E-TFCs be 8 in their relevant specifications. The LS proposal is also attached.
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