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Following working assumption is agreed, under the condition that a satisfactory solution for NodeB resource limitation handling (i.e. how to avoid or minimise NodeB hardware resource over/under-allocation in SHO, e.g. as proposed in 1240 or 1171 or in another way) is identified:

The UE can receive two types of grants

· relative grants, consisting of one bit per time interval

· absolute grants, consisting of multiple bits per time interval

Neither type of grant has to be transmitted in every time interval, i.e., DTX may be used, depending on the scheduling strategy implemented. The time interval equals the E-DCH TTI configured.

The UE is informed by higher layer signalling or in another way on which physical resource (e.g., OVSF code) it can find the respective grant. The network may configure each UE to monitor an individual physical resource, or multiple UEs to monitor the same physical resource. Seen from the UE, there is no difference between these two cases.

In non-soft handover, there is only a single cell responsible for E-DCH scheduling, the serving cell. In soft handover, there is one serving cell and at least one non-serving cell. The UE shall be capable of receiving

· one absolute grant and one relative grant per time interval from the serving cell

· one relative grant per time interval from each of the non-serving cells

The relative grant from the serving cell shall be interpreted as an UP/HOLD/DOWN command for relative rate scheduling. The interpretation of the relative grants from the non-serving cells and the absolute grant from the serving cell is FFS. Whether the UE shall treat each relative grant from a non-serving cell separately or combine multiple consecutive relative grants from one non-serving cell is FFS. The rule how to combine relative grants from multiple cells is FFS.
