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1. Introduction 

This contribution contains the text proposal for a section describing possible solutions for E-DCH scheduling in soft handover, which is revised taking into account the comments raised during the discussion of [1].

It is proposed to include the text proposal in TR 25.896.

2. Text proposal

------------------ Start of text proposal ---------------------- 

7.1.x 
Scheduling in Soft Handover
When more than one Node B control the cells present in the UE active set, there are several alternatives as to the location of the scheduling entity which controls the UE. Possible solutions are:

· The Node B controlling the best downlink cell (as defined by RRC for DSCH/HS-DSCH operation) is identified as the sole scheduling entity.
· The Node B controlling the best uplink cell (the meaning of best uplink cell would have to be defined precisely) is identified as the sole scheduling entity for the UE. 

· All Node Bs controlling one or more cells in the UE active set are identified as valid scheduling entities. This approach requires an additional decision procedure in the UE when the UE receives the scheduling assignments from multiple Node Bs.

If multiple Node Bs are identified as valid controlling entities, a UE in a SHO region may receive different scheduling assignments from multiple Node Bs and hence UE operation upon receiving the scheduling assignments should be defined. Possible UE operations are as follows:

· UE chooses the scheduling assignment from the ones indicated by the controlling Node Bs. For example, either the best scheduling assignment or the worst one can be chosen.

· UE combines the scheduling assignments from the controlling Node Bs based on a certain algorithm. For example, UE generates a single scheduling assignment by applying weighting factor (determined by the network) to each scheduling assignment. 

Various options have to be considered in terms of system performance in particular in presence of link imbalance and in terms of overall system complexity. Reliability of downlink signalling in soft handover, e.g., the scheduling assignment(s) from the controlling Node B(s), should be taken into account in further evaluation.

If the Node B controlled scheduling in soft handover is not seen as feasible, then one possibility would be to turn off the Node B controlled E-DCH scheduling in soft handover.

------------------ End of text proposal ---------------------- 
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