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1 Introduction
In the previous RAN1#109-e meeting, the followings were agreed on physical channel design framework for SL-U [1].
	Agreement at RAN1#109-e
SL BWP, SL resource pool in R16/R17 NR SL and RB set in R16 NR-U are reused for SL-U as baseline
· Only one SL BWP is (pre-)configured within a carrier
· The SL BWP is (pre-)configured to include one or multiple SL resource pools
· At least support that one SL resource pool can be (pre-)configured to include integer number of RB sets
· FFS: whether/how to support one SL resource pool can include sub-set of PRBs of one RB set
· FFS: the applicable resource pool
· FFS: the impact on sub-channel size and number of sub-channels in a resource pool if sub-channel is supported
· PRBs within intra-cell guard band of two adjacent RB sets belong to a resource pool if the resource pool includes the two adjacent RB sets
· FFS details, e.g., how such PRBs are used, the applicable resource pool, etc.
· FFS: whether R16/R17 NR SL S-SSB slots and/or new S-SSB slots (if supported) are excluded from resource pool
· FFS: which slots belong to resource pool, e.g., how to set the value of bitmap, whether to consider SL-U/NR-U operating in the same carrier and whether TDD configuration are considered, etc.
· FFS: the impact of PSCCH/PSSCH mapping to frequency resources on resource pool configuration, on sub-channel definition if sub-channel is supported, etc.

Agreement at RAN1#109-e
For PSCCH and PSSCH in SL-U:
· Both R16/R17 NR SL contiguous RB-based and R16 NR-U interlace RB-based transmissions are considered as starting point
· RAN1 strives to have unified design for both contiguous RB-based and interlace RB-based transmissions
· FFS: whether/how to address IBE (In Band Emission) impact

Agreement at RAN1#109-e
For PSCCH and PSSCH in SL-U:
· For interlace RB-based transmission (if supported), at least the following candidates can be discussed:
· Frequency domain resource allocation granularity is one sub-channel for PSSCH transmission
· FFS: Other resource allocation granularity, e.g., RB-level
· 1 sub-channel equals K interlaces if sub-channel is supported
· FFS details
· Other candidates are not precluded
· FFS: mapping of PSCCH to frequency resources
· FFS: resource indication in time/frequency domain, e.g., how to handle using one RB set or multiple RB sets, etc.

Agreement at RAN1#109-e
For slot structure in SL-U:
· At least R16/R17 NR SL slot-based PSCCH/PSSCH transmission is supported
· FFS: whether/how to support additional starting symbol(s) within a slot for the PSCCH/PSSCH transmission

Agreement at RAN1#109-e
For PSFCH and SL-HARQ in SL-U:
· At least R16 NR SL PSFCH format 0 is supported
· FFS whether to introduce new PSFCH format
· FFS: how to meet OCB and PSD requirement for PSFCH transmission, e.g., using interlaced RB transmission, whether/how to avoid too small PSFCH capacity, etc.
· FFS: the locations of PSFCH resources, e.g., (pre-)configured, dynamically indicated, etc.
· FFS: whether/how to address PSFCH transmission dropping due to LBT failure, e.g., whether to have multiple PSFCH occasions for a PSSCH and the related PSSCH-PSFCH mapping relationship, impact on SL HARQ-ACK reporting to the gNB for Mode 1, etc.
· FFS: whether/how to address PSFCH and related PSSCH in different COTs 

Agreement at RAN1#109-e
For S-SSB and synchronization in SL-U:
· FFS the time domain locations of S-SSB resources, e.g., whether/how to introduce more candidate occasions compared with R16/R17 NR SL design, etc.
· Down-selection at least one of the following solutions to meet OCB and PSD requirement for S-SSB transmission
· Option 1: Using interlaced RB transmission
· Option 2: S-SSB multiplexing with other SL transmissions in the same slot
· Option 3: Repetition of S-PSS/S-SSS/PSBCH in frequency domain
· Option 4: S-PSS/S-SSS/PSBCH with wider bandwidth
· FFS: whether to support 4 symbols S-SSB
· Note: 4 symbols S-SSB can be considered with options 1/2/3/4 above
· FFS whether the temporary exemption of OCB requirement is applicable for S-SSB transmission
· FFS whether any changes to R16/R17 NR SL synchronization procedure


In this contribution, we discuss a PHY channel design for NR sidelink on unlicensed spectrum and provide our views.

Discussion on channel access for NR sidelink on unlicensed spectrum
From the RAN guidance, RAN1 study should focus on FR1 unlicensed bands such as n46 and n96/n012 and is to be completed by RAN#98. According to the regulation on FR1 unlicensed spectrum, devices shall meet Occupied Channel Bandwidth (OCB) requirement that transmissions in a channel shall occupy 80% or more of the channel bandwidth. From the coverage perspective, it might be beneficial for the device to maintain the high output power and fulfill the regulations on maximum EIRP, and power spectral density. For these aspects, the interlaced allocation as one of resource allocation mechanisms was adopted in NR-U Rel-16 and LTE-LAA Rel-14. Considering available subchannel size(s) for each transmission of PSCCH/PSSCH which can be allocated on one or more contiguous sub-channels, PSCCH/PSSCH in sidelink unlicensed cannot satisfy the OCB requirement. Therefore, interlaced transmission for PSCCH, PSSCH on unlicensed spectrum should be supported. The details how to support interlaced transmission such as RB based interlaced transmission or sub-channel based interlaced transmission should be further discussed.
[bookmark: _Hlk111235745]Considering that LBT is performed per 20 MHz channel bandwidth for a fair-coexistence on shared spectrum with other existing technologies such as Wi-Fi, LAA, and NR-U, interlaced allocation should be reused for PSSCH resource allocation and RB set indication might be also reused if intra-cell guard configuration is configured for PSSCH resource allocation for wideband operation on SL-U.
· Proposal 1: 
· To meet OCB requirement, interlaced transmission for PSCCH, PSSCH on unlicensed spectrum should be supported. 
· The details how to support interlaced transmission such as RB based interlaced transmission or sub-channel based interlaced transmission should be further discussed.
· The RB set indication might be used for wideband operation on SL-U if intra-cell guard configuration is configured for PSSCH resource allocation.

Different from PSCCH/PSSCH which can be allocated on one or more contiguous sub-channels, each PSFCH associated with PSSCH is occupied with 1 PRB using PUCCH format 0. To meet OCB requirement, it may be desirable to allocate the PSFCH in the form of an RB-based interlaced transmission. In Rel-16 NR-U, enhanced PUCCH format 0 can be considered as a starting point for RB-based interlaced PSFCH transmission. Unlike the method in NR-U in which PUCCH resources are dynamically indicated by scheduling DCI, in NR sidelink, a set of continuous PRBs for PSFCH occasions is used for PSFCH. This is to simplify the sidelink HARQ-ACK feedback procedure by allowing all sidelink UEs to have a common understanding of HARQ-ACK feedback, and to improve the reliability of SL HARQ-ACK feedback by avoiding interference from non-HARQ feedback SL transmission to HARQ feedback SL transmission. Therefore, PUCCH format 0 is considered as a starting point for RB-based interlace PSFCH transmission, but it should be further studied and investigated how to indicate PSFCH resource for HARQ-ACK corresponding PSSCH for NR sidelink unlicensed operation.
· Proposal 2: PUCCH format 0 using RB-based interlace for PSFCH transmission should be supported, but it should be further discussed and investigated how to indicate PSFCH resource for HARQ-ACK corresponding PSSCH for NR sidelink unlicensed operation.

Conclusion
In this contribution, we have discussed a PHY channel design for NR sidelink on unlicensed spectrum. As a conclusion, we summarize our view as follows:
· Proposal 1: 
· To meet OCB requirement, interlaced transmission for PSCCH, PSSCH on unlicensed spectrum should be supported. 
· The details how to support interlaced transmission such as RB based interlaced transmission or sub-channel based interlaced transmission should be further discussed.
· The RB set indication might be used for wideband operation on SL-U if intra-cell guard configuration is configured for PSSCH resource allocation.
· Proposal 2: PUCCH format 0 using RB-based interlace for PSFCH transmission should be supported, but it should be further discussed and investigated how to indicate PSFCH resource for HARQ-ACK corresponding PSSCH for NR sidelink unlicensed operation.
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