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In this contribution, our view on RRC parameters for NR coverage enhancement is provided. The discussion is based on the outcome of the discussion in RAN1#107-e [1][2].
Discussion 
· Indication of the number of repetitions for Msg3 
In RAN1#106bis-e, the following RRC parameter for the number of repetitions for Msg3 PUSCH repetition is agreed [2]. 
	WI code
	Sub-feature group
	Parameter name in the spec
	New or existing?
	Description
	Value range
	Per (UE, cell, TRP, …)
	UE-specific or 
Cell-specific
	Specification
	Comment

	NR_cov_enh-Core
	Type A PUSCH repetitions for Msg3
	numberOfMsg3Repetitions
	new
	The number of repetitions for Msg3 PUSCH repetition, including Msg3 initial transmission and Msg3 re-transmission. 
	FFS
	FFS
	Cell-specific
	38.331
	Working Assumption 
Down-select only one from the following methods for indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission.
· Alt 1: If TDRA information field is chosen, Option 2 is supported. 
·   The candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]} 
· Alt 2: If MCS information field is chosen, repurpose the MCS information field as follows.
· 2 MSB bits of the MCS information field are used for selecting one repetition factor from a SIB1 configured set with 4 candidate values.
·  The set of candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]}
Note: Whether ‘1’ is included depends on the outcome of interpretation of the selected information field.



Based on agreements in RAN1#107-e, the 4 candidate repetition factors can be configured by SIB1 and the default values if not configured is {1, 2, 3, 4}. In addition, the same mechanism of Msg3 PUSCH repetition is also applied to CFRA PUSCH with repetitions. The main remaining issue is the candidate values for repetition when configured by SIB1. According to the discussion in [2], we think a set with (1,2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 12) is a good middle-ground among companies. Therefore, we propose the following revisions for the RRC parameter numberOfMsg3Repetitions
Proposal 1: Adopt the following revisions for the RRC parameter numberOfMsg3Repetitions. 
	WI code
	Sub-feature group
	Parameter name in the spec
	New or existing?
	Description
	Value range
	Default value aspect
	Per (UE, cell, TRP, …)
	UE-specific or 
Cell-specific
	Specification
	Comment

	NR_cov_enh-Core
	Type A PUSCH repetitions for Msg3
	numberOfMsg3Repetitions
	new
	The number of repetitions for PUSCH transmission scheduled by RAR UL grant and DCI format 0_0 with CRC scrambled by TC-RNTI Msg3 PUSCH repetition, including Msg3 initial transmission and Msg3 re-transmission. 
	 SEQUENCE (SIZE (4)) OF INTEGER (1,2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 12 )

	{1, 2, 3, 4}
	RACH-ConfigCommon
	Cell-specific
	38.331
	Working Assumption 
Down-select only one from the following methods for indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission.
· Alt 1: If TDRA information field is chosen, Option 2 is supported. 
·   The candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]} 
· Alt 2: If MCS information field is chosen, repurpose the MCS information field as follows.
· 2 MSB bits of the MCS information field are used for selecting one repetition factor from a SIB1 configured set with 4 candidate values.
·  The set of candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]}
Note: Whether ‘1’ is included depends on the outcome of interpretation of the selected information field.

Agreements
· For indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission, Alt 2 (i.e., using MCS information field) is adopted. 
· Four candidate MCS indexes can be configured by SIB1 for Msg3 initial transmission. MCS 0~3 are applied if the configuration is absent.
If the four candidate repetition factors are not configured, the default values are {1, 2, 3, 4}. 

Agreement 
For repetition indication for Msg3 re-transmission, Option 1 (i.e., use the same mechanism as supported for Msg3 initial transmission) is adopted. 
FFS: [8] MCS index to be used for Msg3 re-transmission

Working assumption : support repetition for a PUSCH scheduled by RAR UL grant, including both Msg3 PUSCH and CFRA PUSCH. 
· Use the same mechanism of Msg3 PUSCH repetition, when applicable, for CFRA PUSCH with repetitions. 
· No separate CFRA preamble/RO for repetition of CFRA PUSCH is introduced. 
· No additional optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH is considered for CFRA PUSCH with repetition. 
· No additional RAN1 specification impact
Note: UE reports Msg3 repetition capability after initial access. 
Note: The working assumption can be confirmed only if no additional RAN1 specification impact nor optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH.



· Indication of the MCS index for Msg3 repetition
In RAN1#107-e, it was agreed to configure the candidate MCS indexes for Msg3 initial transmission by RRC, and FFS whether/how to introduce it for re-transmission. Based on the discussion in our companion contribution [3], MCS index 0~7 can be always used for Msg3 re-transmission, i.e., there is no need to configure MCS index for Msg3 re-transmission by RRC. In addition, the same mechanism can also be applied to CFRA PUSCH with repetition. Therefore, we have the following proposal. 
Proposal 2: Introduce the following the RRC parameter for indication of the MCS index for Msg3/CFRA repetition . 
	WI code
	Sub-feature group
	Parameter name in the spec
	New or existing?
	Description
	Value range
	Default value aspect
	Per (UE, cell, TRP, …)
	UE-specific or 
Cell-specific
	Specification
	Comment

	NR_cov_enh-Core
	Type A PUSCH repetitions for Msg3
	mcs-Msg3Repetition
	new
	Configure four candidate MCS indexes for PUSCH transmission scheduled by RAR UL grant. 
	 SEQUENCE (SIZE (4)) OF INTEGER (0..27)

	{0, 1, 2, 3}
	RACH-ConfigCommon
	Cell-specific
	38.331
	Agreements
· For indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission, Alt 2 (i.e., using MCS information field) is adopted. 
· Four candidate MCS indexes can be configured by SIB1 for Msg3 initial transmission. MCS 0~3 are applied if the configuration is absent.
If the four candidate repetition factors are not configured, the default values are {1, 2, 3, 4}. 

Agreement 
For repetition indication for Msg3 re-transmission, Option 1 (i.e., use the same mechanism as supported for Msg3 initial transmission) is adopted. 
FFS: [8] MCS index to be used for Msg3 re-transmission
Working assumption : support repetition for a PUSCH scheduled by RAR UL grant, including both Msg3 PUSCH and CFRA PUSCH. 
· Use the same mechanism of Msg3 PUSCH repetition, when applicable, for CFRA PUSCH with repetitions. 
· No separate CFRA preamble/RO for repetition of CFRA PUSCH is introduced. 
· No additional optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH is considered for CFRA PUSCH with repetition. 
· No additional RAN1 specification impact
Note: UE reports Msg3 repetition capability after initial access. 
Note: The working assumption can be confirmed only if no additional RAN1 specification impact nor optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH.



Conclusion
According to the analysis given above, we have the following proposals:
Proposal 1: Adopt the following revisions for the RRC parameter numberOfMsg3Repetitions. 
	WI code
	Sub-feature group
	Parameter name in the spec
	New or existing?
	Description
	Value range
	Default value aspect
	Per (UE, cell, TRP, …)
	UE-specific or 
Cell-specific
	Specification
	Comment

	NR_cov_enh-Core
	Type A PUSCH repetitions for Msg3
	numberOfMsg3Repetitions
	new
	The number of repetitions for PUSCH transmission scheduled by RAR UL grant and DCI format 0_0 with CRC scrambled by TC-RNTI Msg3 PUSCH repetition, including Msg3 initial transmission and Msg3 re-transmission. 
	 SEQUENCE (SIZE (4)) OF INTEGER (1,2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 12 )

	{1, 2, 3, 4}
	RACH-ConfigCommon
	Cell-specific
	38.331
	Working Assumption 
Down-select only one from the following methods for indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission.
· Alt 1: If TDRA information field is chosen, Option 2 is supported. 
·   The candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]} 
· Alt 2: If MCS information field is chosen, repurpose the MCS information field as follows.
· 2 MSB bits of the MCS information field are used for selecting one repetition factor from a SIB1 configured set with 4 candidate values.
·  The set of candidate values for repetition factor could be chosen from {[1], 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, [12], [16]}
Note: Whether ‘1’ is included depends on the outcome of interpretation of the selected information field.

Agreements
· For indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission, Alt 2 (i.e., using MCS information field) is adopted. 
· Four candidate MCS indexes can be configured by SIB1 for Msg3 initial transmission. MCS 0~3 are applied if the configuration is absent.
If the four candidate repetition factors are not configured, the default values are {1, 2, 3, 4}. 

Agreement 
For repetition indication for Msg3 re-transmission, Option 1 (i.e., use the same mechanism as supported for Msg3 initial transmission) is adopted. 
FFS: [8] MCS index to be used for Msg3 re-transmission

Working assumption : support repetition for a PUSCH scheduled by RAR UL grant, including both Msg3 PUSCH and CFRA PUSCH. 
· Use the same mechanism of Msg3 PUSCH repetition, when applicable, for CFRA PUSCH with repetitions. 
· No separate CFRA preamble/RO for repetition of CFRA PUSCH is introduced. 
· No additional optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH is considered for CFRA PUSCH with repetition. 
· No additional RAN1 specification impact
Note: UE reports Msg3 repetition capability after initial access. 
Note: The working assumption can be confirmed only if no additional RAN1 specification impact nor optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH.



Proposal 2: Introduce the following the RRC parameter for indication of the MCS index for Msg3/CFRA repetition . 
	WI code
	Sub-feature group
	Parameter name in the spec
	New or existing?
	Description
	Value range
	Default value aspect
	Per (UE, cell, TRP, …)
	UE-specific or 
Cell-specific
	Specification
	Comment

	NR_cov_enh-Core
	Type A PUSCH repetitions for Msg3
	mcs-Msg3Repetition
	new
	Configure four candidate MCS indexes for PUSCH transmission scheduled by RAR UL grant. 
	 SEQUENCE (SIZE (4)) OF INTEGER (0..27)

	{0, 1, 2, 3}
	RACH-ConfigCommon
	Cell-specific
	38.331
	Agreements
· For indication of the number of repetitions of Msg3 initial transmission, Alt 2 (i.e., using MCS information field) is adopted. 
· Four candidate MCS indexes can be configured by SIB1 for Msg3 initial transmission. MCS 0~3 are applied if the configuration is absent.
If the four candidate repetition factors are not configured, the default values are {1, 2, 3, 4}. 

Agreement 
For repetition indication for Msg3 re-transmission, Option 1 (i.e., use the same mechanism as supported for Msg3 initial transmission) is adopted. 
FFS: [8] MCS index to be used for Msg3 re-transmission
[bookmark: _GoBack]Working assumption : support repetition for a PUSCH scheduled by RAR UL grant, including both Msg3 PUSCH and CFRA PUSCH. 
· Use the same mechanism of Msg3 PUSCH repetition, when applicable, for CFRA PUSCH with repetitions. 
· No separate CFRA preamble/RO for repetition of CFRA PUSCH is introduced. 
· No additional optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH is considered for CFRA PUSCH with repetition. 
· No additional RAN1 specification impact
Note: UE reports Msg3 repetition capability after initial access. 
Note: The working assumption can be confirmed only if no additional RAN1 specification impact nor optimization specific for CFRA PUSCH.
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