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After RAN1#99 meeting, it has been declared all the Rel-16 RAN1-led WIs as finished in RAN1 perspective. Since then, there has been two rounds of email discussion for the L1 UE features [1]. In this contribution, we provide some further views based on the latest UE feature list for Rel-16 NR-U. The suggested revisions are listed in the Appendix.
Views on the UE features for NR-U
Structure of UE features for NR-U
In previous email discussion as well as the RAN Plenary discussion, there has been discussed about the structure of the feature groups.
· There are at least two possible approaches below to define the set of feature groups for a purpose.
· Approach 1: A basic feature group(s), which is a set of components that are viewed necessary to provide a minimum level of support for the feature. Defining a basic feature group(s) is not always possible or necessary for a given feature. 
· Approach 2: A set(s) of feature groups necessary to be supported for the purpose is defined somewhere in specification(s).
Approach 1 is the ordinary way as we adopted in Rel-15, which should be also applied for NR-U features. For NR-U, depending on different use scenarios, there could be multiple basic feature groups defined for UE to support LBE mode (DL+UL), FBE mode (DL+UL), LBE mode (DL only) and FBE mode (DL only), respectively. The different operation modes can be regarded as different sub-features for the NR-U feature.
Each basic feature group includes multiple components that are essential for the UE to support the sub-feature. Other optional feature groups can use one or multiple of the above basic feature groups as prerequisite. One thing could be further discussed is that whether or not to include more components to the basic feature group, for example the supported enhancements on HARQ, configured grant, SRS and CORESET/SS. Those enhancements are used to compensate the potential loss of LBT failure in terms of efficiency and reliability, it may be useful to make these function as mandatory, at least for LBE mode.
Proposal 1: 
· Multiple basic feature groups can be defined for NR-U, corresponding to different operation modes.
· Further discuss whether the enhancements on CORESET/SS, SRS, HARQ, CG can be merged into the basic feature group(s).

There has been various enhancements made in NR-U WI on different aspects based on Rel-15 NR design. For the enhancements on the same aspect, it may not be a good way to split the features into too many small pieces and make all of them as optional. It would be hard for network to implement and utilize a meaningful Rel-16 functionality if different UEs support drastically different combinations of feature groups for one aspect. 
For example for the interlace structure, currently there are 4 optional feature groups defined for PUSCH and each of the PUCCH formats respectively, which implies one UE may support interlaced PUSCH but not support interlaced PUCCH, or vice versa. This is not necessary, as in the RRC signalling there is only one parameter to just indicate whether the interlaced structure is enabled or not. Therefore, it would be better to merge them into one feature group. Similar principle can be applied to the enhancements on HARQ and configured grant.
Proposal 2: 
· To avoid implementation complexity, the enhancements on the same aspect should be combined into one feature group, including the following:
· Interlaced structure: combine 10-3, 10-3a, 10-3b, and 10-3c 
· HARQ enhancement: combine 10-14, 10-15, 10-16, 10-16a, and 10-17
· Configured grant: combine 10-18 and 10-28

Applicability of some features for NR licensed spectrum
Another remaining issue to be discussed is about the application range of the enhancements made in NR-U WI, i.e. whether some of them can be used for NR licensed spectrum.
We think by default the enhancements made in NR-U WI shall be limited to the shared spectrum, as the WG discussions in terms of the selection of schemes are mainly based on the assumptions specific to NR-U use scenarios. On top of that, we can further consider whether some of them can be applied to licensed spectrum, with the following principles: 
1) if it is indeed beneficial for NR licensed spectrum; and 
2) if it is not conflict with the enhancement made in Rel-16 NR on the same aspect.
In particular, our preference on the application range for various enhanced aspects are as follows:
· Interlaced mapping including FG 10-3/3a/3b/3c. 
The interlaced mapping is proposed to simplify the signalling of the FDRA of interlace in order to satisfy the OCB requirement from ESTI. There is no such OCB requirement for NR licensed spectrum, so we do not think there is a need to extend the application range for this feature. 
· CG enhancement: FG 10-18 and 10-24.
The enhancement on the configured grant, for example the CG-UCI and retransmission on CG resources have been discussed in Rel-15, but not agreed at that moment. And then in Rel-16 URLLC WI, the configured grant has been enhanced with different approaches. If the enhancements in NR-U are applied to licensed spectrum, there will be two ways to do configured grant which are not compatible. It is not clear on the configurations and UE behavior for the operation of configured grant. So we think the CG enhancement shall not be applied to licensed spectrum at least in Rel-16. We can further discuss how to optimize the URLLC for NR-U in Rel-17.
· TypeB PDSCH length & SRS starting position: including FG 10-8 and FG 10-11
· CORESET/SS: including FG 10-9/9a/9b/9c, 10-20/20a.
· HARQ enhancements: including FG 10-14 ~ 10-17. 
In general, the above enhancements on PDSCH, SRS, CORESET/SS, and HARQ could be beneficial to licensed spectrum in terms of enhanced flexibility and reliability. On the other hand, it may introduce implementation complexity for NR UEs. Probably they can be considered as optional features to be applied to NR licensed spectrum.

Proposal 3: 
· The interlace structure and enhancement on configured grant shall not be applied to NR licensed spectrum.
· Enhancements on TypeB PDSCH length, SRS starting position, HARQ and CORESET/SS can be considered to be applied to NR licensed spectrum as optional features.

Conclusion
In this contribution, the structure of NR-U UE features has been discussed with the following proposals.   
Proposal 1: 
· Multiple basic feature groups can be defined for NR-U, corresponding to different operation modes.
· Further discuss whether the enhancements on CORESET/SS, SRS, HARQ, CG can be merged into the basic feature group(s).
Proposal 2: 
· To avoid implementation complexity, the enhancements on the same aspect should be combined into one feature group, including the following:
· Interlaced structure: combine 10-3, 10-3a, 10-3b, and 10-3c 
· HARQ enhancement: combine 10-14, 10-15, 10-16, 10-16a, and 10-17
· Configured grant: combine 10-18 and 10-28
Proposal 3: 
· The interlace structure and enhancement on configured grant shall not be applied to NR licensed spectrum.
· Enhancements on TypeB PDSCH length, SRS starting position, HARQ and CORESET/SS can be considered to be applied to NR licensed spectrum as optional features.
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Appendix
	Features
	Index
	Feature group
	Components
	Prerequisite feature groups
	Need for the gNB to know if the feature is supported
	Applicable to the capability signalling exchange between UEs (V2X WI only)”.
	Consequence if the feature is not supported by the UE
	Type
(the ‘type’ definition from UE features should be based on the granularity of 1) Per UE or 2) Per Band or 3) Per BC or 4) Per FS or 5) Per FSPC)
	Need of FDD/TDD differentiation
	Need of FR1/FR2 differentiation
	Capability interpretation for mixture of FDD/TDD and/or FR1/FR2
	Note
	Mandatory/Optional

	10. NR-unlicensed

	10-1
	UE stand-alone (DL and UL) operation in shared spectrum under dynamic channel access mode 
	1. Type 1 channel access
2. Type 2A channel access
3. Type 2B channel access (FFS if move this to separate feature)
4. Type 2C channel access
5. 20MHz LBT bandwidth
6. Contention window adjustment
7. CP extension up to 1 symbol for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission
8. SSB/MIB/RMSI reception with Q
9. SSB RRM with Q in DMTC
10. SSB-RLM with Q in DMTC window
11. Support of RAR extension from 10ms to [40ms] by decoding of the 2-bit SFN indication in DCI 1_0
	
	
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	This can be a basic feature group for operating in unlicensed band with both DL and UL transmission support under dynamic channel access


	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-1a
	UE DL only operation in shared spectrum under dynamic channel access mode
	1. SSB RRM with Q in DMTC
	6-5
	
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	This can be a basic feature group for operating in unlicensed band with DL only operation
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-2
	UE stand-alone (DL and UL) operation in shared spectrum under semi-static channel access mode 

	1. Type 2C channel access
2. Single sensing slot of 9us channel access
3. 20MHz LBT bandwidth
4. SSB/MIB/RMSI reception with Q
5. SSB RRM with Q in DMTC
6. SSB-RLM with Q in DMTC window
7. Support of RAR extension from 10ms to [40ms] by decoding of the 2-bit SFN indication in DCI 1_0
8. Support fixed frame period of 5ms and 10ms
	
	
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	This can be a basic feature group for operating in unlicensed band.

Support of channel access mechanism for FBE operation, including fixed frame period, Cat 2 LBT, Cat 1 LBT
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-2a
	UE DL only operation in shared spectrum under semi-static channel access mode
	1. SSB RRM with Q in DMTC
2. Support fixed frame period of 5ms and 10ms
	6-5
	
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	This can be a basic feature group for operating in unlicensed band with DL only operation
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-2b
	UE stand-alone (DL and UL) operation in shared spectrum under semi-static channel access mode 

	1. Support fixed frame periods shorter than 5ms
	10-2 or 10-2a
	
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-3
	PRB interlace mapping for PUSCH
	1. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUSCH
2. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 0 and format 1
3. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 2
4. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 3

	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support of PRB interlace PUSCH
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-3a
	PRB interlace mapping for PUCCH format 0 and format 1
	1. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 0 and format 1

	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support of PRB interlace PUCCH format 0/1
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-3b
	PRB interlace mapping for PUCCH format 2
	1. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 2

	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support of PRB interlace PUCCH format 2
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-3b
	PRB interlace mapping for PUCCH format 3
	1. PRB interlace frequency domain resource allocation for PUCCH format 3

	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support of PRB interlace PUCCH format 3
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-7
	LBT bandwidth size of 10MHz
	FFS the components
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-8
	Type B PDSCH length
	Length 3, 5, 6, 8,  11, 12, 13
FFS the capability are separate for each length or some groups are formed to signal the capability together
	Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS: Per UE or per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support of additional length (other than 2/4/7) for type B PDSCH.
Note length 9/10 are already covered by 14-3
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-9
	Search space set group switching with explicit DCI 2_0 bit field trigger
	1. Two groups of search space sets
2. Monitor DCI 2_0 with a search space set switching field 
3. Support a timer to switch back to original search space set group
4. Monitor DCI 2_0 for channel occupancy time and use the end of channel occupancy time to switch back to the original search space set group
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS: Per UE or per band or per BC
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Being configured with two groups of search spaces, and switch between them. Some search space sets can be configured in both groups.
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-9a
	Search space set group switching with implicit PDCCH decoding with DCI 2_0 monitoring
	1. Two groups of search space sets
2. Support switching the search space set group with PDCCH decoding in group 1 
3. Support a timer to switch back to original search space set group
4. Monitor DCI 2_0 for channel occupancy time and use the end of channel occupancy time to switch back to the original search space set group
	10-1, 10-1a, 10-2, or 10-2a
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS: Per UE or per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Being configured with two groups of search spaces, and switch between them. Some search space sets can be configured in both groups.
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-9b
	Search space set group switching with implicit PDCCH decoding without DCI 2_0 monitoring
	1. Two groups of search space sets
2. Support switching the search space set group with PDCCH decoding in group 1 
3. Support a timer to switch back to original search space set group
	10-1, 10-1a, 10-2, or 10-2a
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS: Per UE or per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Being configured with two groups of search spaces, and switch between them. Some search space sets can be configured in both groups.
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-9c
	Joint search space group switching across multiple cells
	1. Configured with a group of cells and switch search space set group jointly over these cells
	10-9, 10-9a, or 10-9b
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS: Per UE or per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Without this capability, the UE will switch search space set groups for different cells independently
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-10
	RSSI and channel occupancy measurement and reporting
	1. RSSI measurement
2. Channel occupancy reporting
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
	Yes
	N/A
	
	per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	RSSI measurement for channel occupancy.
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-11
	SRS starting position at any OFDM symbol in a slot
	
	Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support transmitting SRS starting in all symbols (0,…,13) of a slot
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-12
	OCC for PRB interlace mapping for PF2 and PF3 
FFS if need this capability, or if we split this for PF2 and PF3 separately
	1. OCC2
2. OCC4
	10-3b or 10-3c
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	UE OCC capability for EPF2/EFP3
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	10-13a
	Extended CP range of more than one symbol for CG-PUSCH
FFS if need this capability
	
	10-1,
Do we need this for 10-2?
5-19 or 5-20
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	How long a UE can generate the CP extension beyond 1 symbol for CG-PUSCH
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-14
	Non-numerical PDSCH to HARQ-ACK timingEnhanced HARQ-ACK feedback
	1. Support configuration of a value for dl-DataToUL-ACK indicating an imapplicable time to report HARQ ACK
1. Non-numerical PDSCH to HARQ-ACK timing
2. Enhanced dynamic HARQ codebook
3. One-shot HARQ ACK feedback
4. One-shot HARQ ACK feedback trigger with empty DCI 1_1
5. Multi-PUSCH UL grant

	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	If non-numerical K1 value is supported
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-15
	Enhanced dynamic HARQ codebook
	1. Support of bit fields signalling PDSCH HARQ group index and NFI in DCI 1_1
2. Support of bit field in DCI 0_1 for other group total DAI if configured. 
3. Support the retransmission of HARQ ACK
FFS if need to further split under other group DAI/NFI configured or not
	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Enhanced dynamic HARQ codebook supporting grouping of HARQ ACK and triggering the retransmission of HARQ ACK in each groups
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-16
	One-shot HARQ ACK feedback
	1. Support feedback of HARQ-ACK codebook containing all configured HARQ processes for all configured CCs, triggered by a DCI 1_1 scheduling a PDSCH
	10-1 or 10-2
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Upon triggering, UE reports A/N for all HARQ processes and all CCs in a PUCCH group. 
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-16a
	One-shot HARQ ACK feedback trigger with empty DCI 1_1
	1. Support feedback of HARQ-ACK codebook containing all configured HARQ processes for all configured CCs with a DCI 1_1 without scheduling a PDSCH using a reserved FDRA value
	10-16
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/a
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-17
	Multi-PUSCH UL grant
	1. Support of scheduling up to 8 PUSCH with a single DCI 0_1 
	10-1 or 10-2 Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band or per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-18
	Enhanced Configured grant with retransmission in CG resources 
	1. Support configuration of resources with cg-nrofSlots-r16 and cg-nrofPUSCH-InSlot-r16
21. Support retransmission in CG resources
32. Support configured grant retransmission timer
43. Support DFI  monitoring
54. Support CG-UCI in CG-PUSCH

	10-1 or 10-2,
5-19 or 5-20
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support configured grant with retransmission in configured grant resource
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	10-19
	Number of LBT bandwidth
FFS if this is needed
	Number of ED measurements the UE is able to perform simultaneously
[Whether the UE in WB operating mode can support nx20MHz measurement
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	This is the number of LBT bandwidth a UE can perform separate ED check on simultaneously
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-19a
	Support DL reception with subset of RB sets
	1. When DL BWP has multiple RB sets, support using the available RB set bitmap in DCI 2_0 to validate the periodic CSI-RS transmission if the CSI-RS is over multiple RB-sets
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Without this capability, UE will assume all RB sets in the DL BWP are all transmitted or none of them are transmitted
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-19b
	Support UL transmission with subset of RB sets passing LBT
	1. When UL BWP has multiple RB sets, support transmission of UL signal or channels when LBT passes for only the RB sets the UL signals or channels are located
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Without this capability, UE will transmit UL when all RB sets in the UL BWP pass LBT
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-20
	Support search space set configuration with freqMonitorLocation-r16
	1. Support search space set configuration with freqMonitorLocations-r16
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-20a
	Support coreset configuration with rb-Offset
	1. Support coreset configuration with rb-Offset 

	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-21
	Support using ED threshold for UL to DL COT sharing
	1. Use ULtoDL-CO-SharingED-Threshold-r16 for cat 4 LBT for scheduled UL to share COT with gNB for DL
2. Use ULtoDL-CO-SharingED-Threshold-r16 for cat 4 LBT for CG-PUSCH to share COT with gNB for DL
3. Indicate in CG-UCI the COT sharing information as configured in cg-COT-Sharing-r16
	10-1
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-22
	No gap 2-step RACH msgA transmission
	1. Support transmitting PRACH and PUSCH of msgA without gap in between
FFS if RAN1 can disallow this in NR-U.
	10-1 or 10-2 and 9-1
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	For licensed case, a minimum gap between PRACH and PUSCH of msgA is introduced, but is not applicable to NR-U
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-23
	CGI reading based on off-sync raster SSB for ANR functionality
	1. Support acquisition of relevant information from a neighbouring NR unlicensed cell in an unlicensed carrier by reading the RMSI of the neighbouring unlicensed cell and reporting the acquired information to the network
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	Support reading RMSI from SCell from an off-sync raster SSB for ANR
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-24
	CG-UCI multiplexing with HARQ ACK
	1. Support multiplexing CG-UCI with HARQ ACK
	10-18,
5-19 or 5-20
Need discussion for licensed use
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-25
	Enable  configured UL transmission out of COT
	1. Support configuration of enableConfiguredUL-r16 and enable Cat 4 LBT based transmission of RRC configured UL *SRS, PUCCH, CG-PUSCH etc) out of COT when DCI 2_0is configured but not detected
	10-1
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-26
	CSI-RS based RLM outside of discovery burst transmission  window
	Support RLM measurements using CSI-RS resources that are outside of discovery burst transmission window
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-27
	Wideband PRACH

	Enhanced PRACH design for NR-U by adopting a single long ZC sequence, with ZC sequence = 1151 for 15kHz and ZC sequence = 571 for 30kHz
	10-1 or 10-2
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-28
	Configured grant with Rel-16 enhanced resource configuration
	1. Support configuration of resources with cg-nrofSlots-r16 and cg-nrofPUSCH-InSlot-r16,
	10-18
5-19 or 5-20
	Yes
	N/A
	
	FFS Per band or Per UE
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-29
	Support available RB set indicator field in DCI 2_0
	Support monitoring DCI 2_0 to read availableRB-Sets-r16
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	10-30
	Support channel occupancy duration indicator field in DCI 2_0
	Support monitoring DCI 2_0 to read COT duration
	10-1, 10-1a,  10-2, or 10-2a
	Yes
	N/A
	
	Per band
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	Optional with capability signalling

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




