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Introduction
During the last RAN plenary, in the NWM discussion 95e-31-R17-RedCap-WI several companies raised an interest of allowing the use of the BWP with NCD SSB (see Annex) for all UEs, and not restricting the usage to only the Redcap UEs. Considering the good progress for NCD SSB work during the RAN2 Meeting#118-e in May, an input document [3] caused the topic to be re-discussed in RAN2 with the result that RAN2 could not find any technical reasons why NCD SSB should be used by only RedCAP UEs: 

From R2-2206152, “Report from Break-out session on R17 NTN, REDCAP and CE”:
· RAN2 cannot agree there would be additional RAN2 impacts to extend NCD SSB support to non-RedCap UEs (apart from a new UE capability indicating NCD-SSB support), however RAN2 thinks that other groups (e.g. RAN4 and RAN1) could be impacted and then in case a RAN plenary decision is needed to introduce this, either as a late correction for the RedCap WI or as TEI-17

A confirmation from RAN1 and RAN4 would be needed that there are no technical reasons which prevent to open the use of NCD SSB by all UEs.
The co-signing companies believe that opening the usage of NCD SSB would allow more and better flexibility in the use of bandwidth parts and hence contribute to power savings of the UEs, enhanced network flexibility and capacity, but also to reduce the interference on the frequencies around the CD SSB. They therefore would like to suggest:

Proposal 1:

To request RAN1 and RAN4 to investigate if there are any technical reasons to prohibit the usage of NCD SSB for all UEs and provide their analysis to RAN Plenary #97 (September 2022).

Proposal 2:

To request RAN 2 to prepare the necessary CRs (e.g. on UE capabilities) to allow NCD SSB use by all UEs.

Proposal 3:

If RAN 1 and RAN 4 do not identify technical problems, it is proposed that a corresponding capability is introduced in Rel 17 (e.g. as TEI 17) with a decision from RAN Plenary# 97.

References
R2-2205512 Discussion on BWP operation without bandwidth restriction and NCD SSB
R2-2206419: Reply LS on operation with and without SSB for RedCap UE

Annex:
BWP with NCD SSB does not contain Coreset#0, but SSB on a different/lower frequency as CD SSB. It is also agreed that RedCap UEs configured with BWP with NCD SSB will receive paging over the BWP that contains CD SSB.
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