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1	Introduction
TSG RAN is currently undergoing the extensive exercise of defining the content for Release 18. As expected, there is a wide interest in a variety of different items, and only a subset of the proposals will eventually make it into the package.
This paper outlines the need to ensure sufficient RAN capacity for undertaking work on system level items, i.e. features that are typically led by TSG-SA.
2	Discussion
TSG-RAN has done an extraordinary job in generating 3 subsequent releases of 5G NR specifications - some say it was actually 6 releases with the 3 drops for Rel-15. In doing so, much of the focus in RAN was on optimizing the radio functionalities, and rightfully so: by now we have a robust feature-rich and highly capable cellular radio system with NR. 
Release 18 and 5G_Advanced open the era for the next phase of 5G standardization. As such it is important that this next phase puts increased focus on new system level 5G features that provide additional opportunities for monetizing the capabilities of 5G NR. 
We are seeing an increasing risk that 3GPP work gets eroded across an ever-growing number of marginal optimizations: enhancement over enhancements over enhancements. Sure, there are important improvements to be done to system capacity and performance, but these need to be strongly motivated by actual field experience. 
More importantly, we believe the next phase of NR standardization should put an increased emphasis on system-wide features that further expand the reach and industry potential of 5G NR. 
Many of the system-wide features originate and/or are led by TSG-SA. TSG-RAN and RAN WGs have typically set aside some capacity for work on such features. Our expectation is that going forward there will be a stronger need for this, and we would like to advocate to inject this element into the planning process early on – in effect by setting aside a good number of TUs in the WGs in advance.     
A few example areas for such system-wide features we have seen from the workshop input and other discussions: Slicing, Relays, Resilient Timing, Multicast, Security Enhancements, etc… 
TSG-SA is having its workshop on Release-18 on the week prior to TSG#93E, and we would expect more potential items coming forward there.
This is by no means a notion to give a blank check to all kinds of fancy new system-wide proposals. We trust the collective wisdom of TSG-RAN to select the worthy ones to be taken forward in the Release 18 package. 
What we are advocating is that after 3 releases of 5G NR this is a good moment in time to take a wider look around as opposed to just letting the different marginal optimizations fight it out for ¼ TU each.

3	Proposal
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the considerations above we propose for the Release 18 RAN planning to set aside a reasonable % of WG capacity for system wide items not known in all its details by package approval. This is intended for features which are driven by TSG-SA but will require some work in TSG-RAN (potentially across multiple specifications).
