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Observations from Rel-17

Rel-17 RAN package:

• 10 RAN1-led items

• 10 RAN2-led items

• 5 RAN3-led items

• This is a release (likely) without any single F2F meeting (i.e. all e-meetings)
• The length of Rel-17 timeline was originally decided to be 15 months but the timeline was 

revisited and revised a couple of times.  
• The length of Rel-17 timeline is now 24 months based on the current schedule.
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5G Advanced - Timeline

• 5G Advanced can have 4 releases – Rel-18, Rel-19, Rel-20 and Rel-21

• Rel-18 should be the major release which deserves more time for more thorough study on new work areas 

and for more significant normative work

• The tentative decision is 18 months but more time (e.g. 21 months) is preferable especially if e-meetings persist in 2022 

(with reference to 24 months for Rel-17).

• Revisit the length when it is decided to resume F2F meetings.

• Other 3 releases (Rel-19, Rel-20 and Rel-21) can span shorter time  (e.g. 15 months)

6G (RAN Requirements, Study, …)
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Rel-18 Overview on Rel-18 RAN1-RAN3 package 
RAN1-led RAN2-led RAN3-led

1
RIS/Smart Repeater SI/WI  
(RP-212385/RP-212376)

CA/DC WI
(RP-212394/RP-212390)

AI enabled RAN network WI
(RP-212401)

2
AI for Air Interface SI/WI
(RP-212383)

Mobility enhancements WI
(RP-212389)

Additional Use Cases of AI/ML for 
NG-RAN SI (RP-212401)

3 Uplink Enhancements WI (RP-212375) SDT enhancements (RP-212397) Mobile IAB WI (RP-212400)

4 Network Energy Saving SI (RP-212384) RAN Slicing (RP-212398) (RAN2-led or RAN3-led) SON/MDT WI (RP-212402)

5
Massive IOTs WI (including <5MHz) 
(RP-212386/RP-212387)

Mesh based NR LAN  and SL Relay SI/WI 
(RP-212393)

eQoE WI

6 RedCap WI (RP-212379) NR UAV SI/WI (RP-212395) 

7 XR WI  (RP-212377) MBS WI (RP-212392)

8 SL enhancements WI (RP-212378)
IIoT/URLLC WI (including network coding) (RP-
212388/RP-212396)

9 Positioning WI (RP-2121381) UE aggregation SI (RP-212399) 

10 NTN/IoT NTN WI (RP-212380)

11 Duplex operation SI (RP-212382)

12 DL MIMO WI (RP-212374)

Proposal:

• Proceed the above RAN1-3 topics to next round of discussion  

• Plan to approve RAN1-RAN3 package in Dec. 2021 with similar scale to Rel-17 i.e. around 10 RAN1-led items, 10 RAN2-led items, 5 RAN3-led items

• Approve RAN4 package in March 2022 (please see RP-212405 for our overview on RAN4 topics)



Thanks


