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Introduction
One of the objectives of the IAB work item was 
· Enhancements to topology-wide fairness multi-hop latency and congestion mitigation.
However, after several meetings, the progress on this topic has been quite low as was reflected in multiple Rapporteur status reports due to the lack of agreements between various participants. For example, here is the recent is the most recent one  

RAN2 #115bis-e

- Agreements on enhancements to topology-wide fairness multi-hop latency and congestion mitigation
	- No agreements [apart from LCG range extension].

While the objectives of NR NTN have been pending due to dependencies on other WGs. Take for example, the definitions of ephemeris where RAN2 has been left waiting for responses from RAN1 on the frequency of ephemeris information to be provided back to the UE. In this paper, we discuss, why the RAN2 TUs for the fairness discussions of RAN2 need to be reallocated to NR NTN so that both the WIs can progress further and yield enough usability.  
Discussion
For the eIAB discussions in R-17, the progress over several meetings has been quite slow due to the lack of consensus among companies as there were a wide range of solutions. In many instances, the moderators had to use 3 companies as a margin for declaring majority. With such severe lack of consensus, there have been proposals even in RANP#92-e, to de-prioritize and de-scope this objective of the work item. 

Observation 1: There has been no progress on the objective of “Enhancements to fairness, latency and congestion mitigation” despite multiple email and online discussions and no consensus can be achieved. 

We, therefore, support to de-scope this particular objective of the work item as multiple other companies has done in the past. 

Proposal 1: Descope the objective of fairness, latency and congestion mitigation enhancements from the eIAB WID.    

NR NTN WI has mainly had slow progress (and maybe somewhat steady due to working assumptions). However, with the dependency of information, a number of LSes are pending responses from other WGs – primarily RAN1, SA3. These LSes have been either for a request on number of bits and the frequency of information needed by the UE in relation to ephemeris, or, in terms of whether the UE reported location can be fine grained or coarse grained and needing any user consent. Though the LSes to RAN1 are still awaiting responses and RAN2 has been making the best of the available situations. However, the LSes to SA3 due to the lack of available TUs will need more time as the earliest the LS can be taken up by SA3 is November. Thus, a pending response from SA3 will not arrive atleast until the beginning of 2022. In this regards, multiple agreements in relation to idle mode, connected mode and RACH are in jeopardy given most of them need SA3 responses for agreements. 

Observation 2: The current working assumptions in RAN2 for NR NTN have heavy dependencies on LS responses from RAN1 and SA3. 

Given these dependencies, a modification to the existing plan in terms of gathering additional TUs for completing the work on time is needed. We, therefore, propose to re-use the TUs allocated to RAN2 IAB objectives of fairness for completing the NR NTN WI. 

Proposal 2: Reuse the remaining TUs after descoping eIAB objectives of fairness, latency and congestion mitigation enhancements to NR NTN items which are pending LS responses from other WGs. 

Conclusion
In this contribution, we provided our views on why IAB objectives of enhancements to fairness, latency and congestion mitigation cannot be achieved in the current RAN2 scenarios of eIAB and why NR NTN assumptions might be in jeopardy due to responses awaited from other WGs. In this regard, we propose to readjust the TUs for NR NTN using the TUs remaining from R17 eIAB. Our observations and proposals are noted below for ease of reading.

Observation 1: There has been no progress on the objective of “Enhancements to fairness, latency and congestion mitigation” despite multiple email and online discussions and no consensus can be achieved. 

Observation 2: The current working assumptions in RAN2 for NR NTN have heavy dependencies on LS responses from RAN1 and SA3. 

Proposal 1: Descope the objective of fairness, latency and congestion mitigation enhancements from the eIAB WID. 
   
Proposal 2: Reuse the remaining TUs after descoping eIAB objectives of fairness, latency and congestion mitigation enhancements to NR NTN items which are pending LS responses from other WGs. 
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