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1	Introduction
In the September 2021 pre-RAN#93 Rel-18 Workshop, one of the topics under Email discussion [RAN#93e-R18Prep-15] Additional RAN1/2/3 candidate topics, Set 2 was dedicated to “IIoT (Industrial Internet of Things)/URLLC (Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communication)”. The summary of discussion is available in [1].
The status of the discussion is summarized by Moderator as the following in section 5.2.1 of  [1]: 
Summary:
There is no consensus on a clear set of objectives for a Rel-18 URLLC WI or that a Rel-18 URLLC WI is needed. Many objectives be considered in other WIs. Some objectives have already been discussed but not agreed. There are some objectives that are still being discussed in Rel-17. However, there is interest among many companies to have a URLLC work item although views on what it should cover are very divided. It seems clear though that objectives that are included in other WIs should not be discussed for a potential URLLC WI. The objectives that have been discussed as part of this email discussion are provided in Section 2.3 of RP-211665 to be considered in further discussions on a potential Rel-18 URLLC WI.

In this contribution we explain our view with respect to the above Summary in relation to our areas of interests with IIoT/URLLC enhancements for Rel-18.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
Based on the discussions last week, we agree with the common understanding as summarized by the Moderator that the proposed enhancements suitable for other verticals such as XR, SL, RedCap, etc. are best suited to be considered for discussions in the respective area in Rel-18 scoping. That also implies that our preferred resource scheduling related enhancements as described in [1][2] can be as well considered in XR related discussions for Rel-18. Similarly, enhancements for enabling IIOT/URLLC applications based on SL, can be discussed under Rel-18 SL discussion. 
With respect to core IIOT/URLLC enhancements, it is not clear that the enhancements are critical and/or the extent of corresponding work justifies allocation of dedicated yet another release of IIoT/URLLC enhancements. From our perspectives the ongoing work in developing Rel-17 enhancements are promising to fill any potential gap. Moreover, it is not clear that any potential shortcomings experienced in real deployments are due to lack of standard support or immaturity of market and developments to fully benefit the already existing features. 
In general, we believe that in order to stay relevant to industry, it is important to allow market and developments to catch up with standards. In that case, the real experiences are best to guide standards to consider enhancements to meet the potential shortcoming of standards. Otherwise, without any realistic feedback, promoting enhancements in every release not only creates confusion for the market, but also increases the gap between the standards and industry which conflicts with the underlying global of 3GPP. 
In this light, we also consider SL based enhancements for IIOT/URLLC enhancements as a disruption in taking up NR supported IIOT/URLLC features for industrial use cases where the standards supports yet another alternative and confuses the market.
While with respect to operation in unlicensed band, due to lack of real field experiences, it is premature to prioritize further enhancements where the already existing features are not yet explored.
Therefore, as indicated during the Workshop, we are not certain a dedicated Rel-18 WI or SI for IIOT/URLLC enhancements is a mature decision. 
[bookmark: _Toc81861120]Discuss proposed IIOT/URLLC enhancements tailored to use cases such as XR, SL, RedCap, etc under respective Rel-18 discussion areas instead of IIOT/URLLC.
[bookmark: _Toc81861121]Do not consider dedicated WI or SI in Rel-18 for further enhancements of IIOT/URLLC features. 

3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Discuss proposed IIOT/URLLC enhancements tailored to use cases such as XR, SL, RedCap, etc under respective Rel-18 discussion areas instead of IIOT/URLLC.
Proposal 2	Do not consider dedicated WI or SI in Rel-18 for further enhancements of IIOT/URLLC features.
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