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Background

◊Whether or not intra-carrier DC is within the scope of Rel-17 IAB has been discussed in RAN#89-e without 

conclusion

◊Without clear guidance from RAN, individual WGs have spent time to converge on the issue but again there 

was no conclusion one way or another (RAN1#102-e, RAN3#109-e, RAN1#103-e)

(From RP-202083 as “summary for email discussion” in RAN#89-e)

- Question 2: Should intra-frequency multiplexing for dual-connectivity (or dual-parent) scenarios be considered in Rel-17 IAB?
 No convergence was achieved in this meeting. The discussion can be continued in the next meeting.

Conclusion (From RAN1#102-e Chairman note)

- At least the inter-carrier DC scenario can be considered in Rel-17. Further discussion in RAN3/RAN Plenary may be necessary for 
the intra-carrier DC scenario

(From RAN3#109-e Chairman note)

- Interested companies should bring contributions to the plenary if they want to clarifications/amendments to Rel-17 IAB WID
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Observations on Support of Intra-Carrier DC

◊ There is no verification on a feasibility if intra-carrier DC can work for IAB

 One reason for the lack of a feasibility check on intra-carrier DC is that dual connectivity in 3GPP has always assumed the 

use of separate carriers since LTE and as a result, there is no common understanding on how intra-carrier DC operates

 Without a common understanding on how intra-carrier DC operates, it is difficult to determine whether it is something 

feasible or not

 Even if intra-carrier DC is deemed feasible, whether or not it is something beneficial to support in Rel-17 IAB is a separate 

matter which has not been estimated by any evaluations

◊ Without clear guidance from RAN, WGs are spending valuable time and effort arguing back and forth whether or 

not to support intra-carrier DC for IAB

 Rel-17 IAB has only limited TUs assigned to it (about 1 TU per meeting for RAN1/RAN2 and 1~2 TUs per meeting for RAN3)

 If RAN cannot provide the clear guidance on the issue, it is expected that all relevant WGs will continue to spend time and 

effort without being able to reach any convergence on how to move forward
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Proposals

◊Proposal 1: Conclude in RAN#90-e whether intra-carrier DC is within the WID scope for Rel-17 IAB

◊Proposal 2: If consensus to include intra-carrier DC as part of Rel-17 IAB cannot be reached in 

RAN#90-e, all relevant discussions in Rel-17 time frame should be stopped


