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1. Introduction

With the difficulties experienced in electronic meetings for maintaining the pace of progress for standardization that 3GPP can normally achieve with F2F meetings, it was decided at RAN#89e to firmly commit to a new Release 17 timeline (in December), with the expectation that the electronic era may last throughout 2021. The leadership is committed to facilitate delivering Rel-17 with minimal additional delay [1], and the leadership will provide detailed analysis (TUs, etc…) for December with the goal of keeping the additional delay at 6 months max.

	Stage-1 freeze
	December 2019

	Stage-2 freeze
	December 2020

	Stage-3 freeze (RAN1)
	June 2021

	Stage-3 freeze (RAN2/3/4)
	September 2021

	ASN.1 freeze
	December 2021

	RAN4 Performance Part
	June 2022


Table 1 – Rel-17 schedule before RAN#90e

2. Discussion
It is important for our industry to have a clear view on a firm schedule for the completion of Rel-17 specifications. It is equally important to have a clear view of the scope of the features introduced in Rel-17. While frequent revisions of the release schedule should be avoided, it is even more critical to avoid re-defining the content of the release especially if this involves removing features that have already been planned for a year. 
Without down-scoping Rel-17, an additional 3-month delay of the Rel-17 schedule would be feasible with focused efforts in the WGs. However with the uncertainty of going back F2F at all in 2021 and considering the strain imposed on WG delegates in the conduct of e-meetings, an additional 6-month delay would seem reasonable, leading to ASN.1 freeze in June 2022. Such delay would hopefully ensure a smooth and timely completion of Rel-17 without WI exceptions.
The schedule update of Rel-17 will impact the plan for Rel-18 package approval. Milestones leading to the approval of the Rel-18 package should be defined as part of the Rel-17 schedule adjustment. Commercial availability of Rel-18 will be in the 2024/2025 timeframe, which falls in the middle of 5G and 6G. Therefore, Rel-18 is a particularly important release which requires careful planning since it will start defining a second cycle for 5G. If Rel-17 RAN1 freeze is moved to December 2021 and the approval of the Rel-18 package for RAN1/2/3 coincides with the same TSG meeting, a good time to start exchanging on the possible content of Rel-18 would be June 2021. We would propose that TSG RAN holds a 2-day workshop on Rel-18 in June 2021 with GTW sessions where all organizations are given a chance to present their views on the content and timeline for Rel-18.
3. Conclusions

Proposal: 

· Firmly commit to a new Release 17 timeline with ASN.1 freeze in June 2022

· No down-scoping of Rel-17 content at RAN#90e

· Hold a 2 or 3 day workshop on Rel-18 content and timeline in June 2021
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