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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG-RAN thanks TSDSI for their LS on non-critical extensions (see RP-193068). 
TSG-RAN#86 had an extensive discussion of TSDSI’s LS on non-critical extensions, and would like to make the following observations:

· RAN would like to clarify that it is not possible for 3GPP to retroactively ensure compatibility with modifications which were done outside of 3GPP. 3GPP have already made extensions to its RRC specifications that conflict with modifications done by TSDSI. As per its normal processes 3GPP will continue to make further extensions to RRC as development of 5G features progress in Release 16, 17, and beyond.
· It is important to point out that 3GPP has taken great care to maximize efficiency of the RRC signalling. Any potential blanket allocation of bits for the purpose of modifications done outside of 3GPP in the future (e.g. in TSDSI) would severely compromise the efficiency of 3GPP’s RRC, and hence 3GPP will not do any such blanket allocations. 
· 3GPP RAN can only ensure forward- and backwards-compatibility for specifications maintained inside 3GPP. 3GPP invites TSDSI to propose their modifications in 3GPP using its normal processes so that these can be discussed and integrated in the specifications based on 3GPP’s consensus-based decision-making process. This process ensures a single global 5G ecosystem, inherently avoids fragmentation and avoids incompatibilities.
2. Actions:
To TSDSI:

Take the above information into account. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meeting:
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