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Introduction
RAN6 is responsible for the development of specifications dealing with GSM/EDGE radio access network (GERAN) and UMTS radio access (UTRA) aspects, and interfaces. RAN6 terms of reference were approved at RAN#75 in document RP-170523. Work and maintenance of GERAN and UTRA for RAN4 and RAN3 aspects remained in those working groups.
All RAN6 meetings were electronic in 2019. We observed that the activity was very limited and no new SI/WI was proposed. So this paper is to provide a proposal for RAN6 ramp-down.
Discussion
The current RAN6 activities
Currently RAN6 has four electronic meetings per year. By now, the latest two meetings are RAN6#13 and RAN6#14, and the reports are [1][2]. As indicated in [3], RAN6 meetings for 2020 and 2021 are also planned.
At RAN6#13, there were in total 20 papers and 6 participants (including the Chairman and the Secretary). Most of the papers were CRs for small corrections, and no new SI/WI proposal was discussed. 
At RAN6#14, there were in total 12 papers and 5 participants (including the Chairman and the Secretary). 8 papers were about 5G SRVCC to 3G because this RAN2 led WI may have some RAN6 impact, and it is expected that the whole RAN6 work will be completed at RAN6#15 meeting (Feb 2020). No new SI/WI proposal was discussed.
No new SI/WI proposal for GERAN or UTRA has been submitted to RAN since Rel-15. The last RAN6-led GERAN-only WI was Further enhancements for Extended Coverage GSM for support of Cellular Internet of Things, completed for Rel-15 in September 2018. The last RAN6-led UMTS-only WI was Simplified HS-SCCH for UMTS, completed for Rel-15 in December 2017.
Observation 1: For RAN6#13 and RAN6#14 meetings, except for 5G SRVCC to 3G, there were only small correction CRs discussed. RAN6 work on 5G SRVCC to 3G is expected to be completed at RAN6#15.
Observation 2: For RAN6#13 and RAN6#14 meetings, no new SI/WI was proposed and no operators participated in either meeting. No Rel-17 proposal for GERAN and UTRA was made to RAN, and there has been no GERAN-only nor UTRA-only WI in Rel-16.
Proposal for future RAN6 meetings
Considering the current RAN6 activities, we think that RAN6 will have less and less discussions in the future, especially after Rel-16, and in particular there will be no more GERAN-only nor UTRA-only work items. So we suggest to close RAN6 at RAN#89 (Sep 2020), i.e. 3 months after Rel-16 ASN.1 freeze to leave some time for immediate Rel-16 maintenance, and then move maintenance directly under control of TSG RAN. “RAN6” specifications will move under TSG responsibility. When CRs affecting “RAN6” specifications come to RAN plenary, an ad-hoc group is formed to review the CRs with work by correspondence if necessary and ad-hoc sessions at TSG to approve the CRs.
Conclusion
In this paper, based on our observations on the latest two RAN6 meetings (RAN6#13 and RAN6#14), we think that RAN6 will have less and less discussions in the future, especially after Rel-16. So it is proposed:
Proposal 1: new GERAN-only and UTRA-only study/work items will not be considered from RAN#86 onwards.
Proposal 2: TSG RAN will close RAN6 at RAN#89 meeting (Sept 2020) and the related maintenance for GERAN and UTRA will move directly under control of TSG RAN, except for the GERAN and UTRAN aspects that remain in RAN3 and RAN4 terms of reference.
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