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Invitation to the 3GPP TSG #81 Meetings
10TH-14TH September 2018

Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
Dear Colleagues,

I am pleased to invite you to the 3GPP TSG#81 meetings held at the Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia. 

The meetings will be held at the The Star, Gold Coast, Queensland.  A block of rooms has been reserved at the hotel under the group code 3GPP.  A secondary block of rooms has been reserved at the Sofitel Broadbeach, 5 minutes from The Star.   Both hotels have a reduced room rate. You would need to reserve your accommodation as quickly as possible, to receive the guaranteed room rate. Rooms will be released back to the hotel from the 10th August, after which the room rate cannot be guaranteed. Guest room internet is complimentary for 3GPP delegates.  Please read the reservations section of the invitation for more information regarding booking your room. There will be a “Welcome BBQ” hosted by Telstra Corporation on the 9th September, starting at 6.00pm. Please tick the Welcome BBQ check box on the information page of the hotel reservations link if you wish to attend.
The following information is urgent and we thank you in advance for reading this new section and complying with our requests:

· Your stay at the Star hotel involves a negotiated rate that includes a continental breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, basic       WIFI, F & B discounts and additional aspects. This was possible with the hosts guaranteeing a minimum number of rooms.
· Please make your reservations and stay at the meeting hotel, booking your room with the discounted group code 3GPP                 to ensure that the hotel knows that you are with our group. This is essential for the meeting hosts, who guarantee a certain number of rooms at reduced rates, provide food and beverage, internet in your accommodation rooms and meeting space,    along with audio visual equipment and other business equipment and services for the attendees of this meeting in order to                have a productive and successful meeting, which enables everyone to do their job at a reduced cost to their company.
· Our ability to sustain hosted meetings in Australia is 100% dependent on meeting attendees supporting the meeting hosts             by staying at the contracted meeting hotel under the appropriate group code. Corporate rates or internet reservations outside of the block do not achieve the goal of supporting the meeting or the host.

                          Online reservations may be made via the link in the Reservations section below.

In addition to making your hotel reservation, it is also very important to register for the meeting on the 3GPP website.  This provides the MCC and meeting planners with important planning information.  The registration form can be found on the 3GPP website.  Please take a moment after making your hotel reservations and visit https://webapp.etsi.org/3GPPRegistration/fMain.asp
to register on line.  Please be sure to print your name badge prior to the meeting and bring it, along with a holder, to every meeting.  For security purposes, name badges MUST be worn at all times to be allowed into the meeting rooms. Meeting directions and general information are provided in the following pages. A lanyard will be provided, this allows you to take advantage of the food and beverage discounts, through selected restaurants within the complex.
You will be required to obtain a Visa for admittance into Australia. As to date, Australia allows citizens from most countries to apply and secure an e-Visa. Please review the attached information within Annexure 1 and 2.  Please check with the Australian Embassy Website in your country for more information. In case you need an invitation letter for Visa purposes, please complete the details in Annexure 3, and follow the procedure mentioned for Visa processing, request for Visa letters should be sent to the points of contact as mentioned in Annexure 3 before Friday 10th August 2018.  See you at The Star!
Mike Wright  

GMD Networks
GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION
Meeting and Dates
RAN– September 10 – 13, 2018 
CT   – September 10 – 11, 2018

SA   – September 12 – 14, 2018
Location
The Star, Gold Coast, Queensland.
Hosts
Telstra Corporation 
Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to the 3GPP Meeting Coordinators:

Leishman Associates
Emily Marriot / Timothy Archer
Conference Co-Ordinator / Conference Manager
Tel.: +61 3 62347844
Fax: +61 3 62345958
emily@leishman-associates.com.au / tim@leishman-associates.com.au 
Room Rate
The Star room rate is $300.00 AUS GST inclusive, Single/Double Occupancy 

Continental breakfast included, Basic room WIFI is complimentary for 3GPP delegates.

The Sofitel room rate is $239 AUS GST inclusive, Single/Double Occupancy

Continental breakfast included, Basic room WIFI is complimentary for 3GPP delegates
Tax
10% GST, Goods and services tax (GST) is a broad-based tax of 10% on most goods, services and other items sold or consumed in Australia
Hotel address and contact information
The Star Gold Coast

Sofitel Gold Coast
Broadbeach Island

81 Surf Parade
Broadbeach 4218


Broadbeach 4218
Queensland, Australia                           
Queensland, Australia

Tel: +61 7 55928100

Tel: +61 7 55922250
Welcome BBQ
Pavilion Lawn, The Star, Gold Coast, 9th September 6.00pm – 10.00pm 

Hotel reservations
Please use this link: https://leishman.eventsair.com/3gpp/reservation-link
(You will not be able to make a reservation in the group block directly through the hotel’s website).
If you wish to book a room outside of the dates listed on the reservation page, please contact Emily Marriot who will assist you   
Tel.: +61 3 62347844     emily@leishman-associates.com.au
Check in times
Check in – 2:00 pm

Check out – 11.00 am

Please note that early check in / late checkout will only be possible subject to availability

Cutoff date
Friday 10th August 2018—Group code is “3GPP”
Please be sure to make your reservations before the cut off date to insure the lower group rate. Rates will be significantly higher after the cut-off date and we may not be able to add people to the block.
Please note:

From time to time an attendee may experience difficulties making a reservation due to the occasional technical problem with a hotel’s online reservation system.  This does not always mean that the block is sold out, even if you receive a message that states such.  In order to confirm whether or not rooms in the block are still available, should one encounter such a problem, it is suggested that you first email Tim Archer (tim@leishman-associates.com.au) who can assist you with your reservation in the group block at the reduced rate at the host hotel.  If you are able to make a reservation outside of the block, THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO CANCEL if necessary, and then email Tim Archer your confirmation number, he will be able to move you into the group block with the 3GPP rate more quickly.  If the website is down for some reason, please email Tim Archer (tim@leishman-associates.com.au) with your error message and he will assist you.  We cannot be responsible for any reservations made that cannot be cancelled—please do NOT make any reservations outside the block that you would not be able to cancel if necessary, once your issue is resolved.

Cancellations
Reservations must be cancelled before the 10th August to avoid a penalty of one night’s room charge + GST. 

Please note Telstra Corporation are not responsible for reservation confirmations, cancelled or changed reservations, or no-shows. Please contact the hotel directly to make any changes. 
Wireless LAN
This will be a paperless meeting. 

Meeting coordinators will provide and administer a WLAN for document distribution. 

Phone charges
Each delegate is responsible for verifying any toll charges that may be incurred by placing local, long distance and toll-free calls from the conference facility and accommodation rooms.
Shipping packages
Receiving, handling and storage charges may apply for packages sent to a guest’s attention at the hotel. Please contact the hotel directly to check these charges prior to having anything shipped to the hotel, such as items from Amazon, etc.  The Telstra Corporation cannot have these charges removed from your bill, so please plan accordingly.
Time zone
GMT/UTC +10:00 hour
Airport
Gold Coast Airport 
1 Eastern Avenue, Bilinga Queensland 4225
Brisbane Airport 

11 The Circuit, Brisbane Airport QLD 4008

Directions
Gold Coast Airport is 18.5kms travel distance to The Star, Gold Coast and Sofitel Gold Coast
Brisbane Airport is 89.7kms distance to The Star, Gold Coast and Sofitel Gold Coast

Transport to the hotels
Gold Coast Sky Bus; fee: $20 AUS one way, $39 AUD return     https://goldcoastairport.com.au/parking-transport/transport/ 
Estimated taxi fare: $31 AUD (one way)

Brisbane Airport Brisbane Airtrain $72 AUD return    www.airtrain.com.au
Please note that these were the rates at the time this invitation was distributed. These rates are subject to change. 

Parking
The Star Gold Coast
Self – complementary. Level 1 and Level 3 parking bays  

Valet - $30 AUS daily

Sofitel Gold Coast

Self - $15.00 AUS daily

Valet - $30 AUS daily

Please note rates are subject to change. 

Rental car information
BUDGET: 

AUS Reservations:  Tel: +61 2 9353 9399
www.budget.com.au
HERTZ:


AUS reservations:    Tel: +61 7 55366133
www.hertz.com.au
THRIFTY:

AUS reservations:     Tel; +61 2 8337 2700
www.thrifty.com.au
Voltage
240v. Please be sure you have the correct adapter. Voltage converters will not be provided at the meeting
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About the Gold Coast, Queensland
Gold Coast, city, extreme southeastern Queensland, Australia, about 20 miles (30 km) south-southeast of Brisbane. It extends for some 25 miles (40 km) along the state’s southeastern coastline, from Paradise Point along the Pacific Highway to Coolangatta at the New South Wales border. Tweed Heads, across the border in New South Wales, is also part of the Gold Coast urban complex. The city, primarily a chain of seaside resorts, is home to a number of beaches that attract surfers, including Northcliffe, Broadbeach, Mermaid Beach, Surfers Paradise, Nobby’s, Miami, Burleigh Heads, Palm Beach, Currumbin, Tallebudgera, Tugun-Bilinga, and Kirra. Southport is the Administrative Centre. There was an extensive building boom after restrictions were lifted in 1952; the area was created a city in 1959. Among the area’s attractions are a bird sanctuary and a fauna reserve. Some light manufacturing, largely related to the tourist trade, is carried on there. Its population increases greatly during Christmas holidays. The Pacific Motorway, a major transportation link that connects Gold Coast to Brisbane, opened in 2000. Pop. (2006) local government area, 472,280; urban agglom., 541,675.

Average September temperatures
September Climate & Weather Averages in Gold Coast

High Temp: 24 °C

Low Temp: 14 °C

Mean Temp: 19 °C

Precipitation: 54.3 mm

Humidity: 69%
Meeting start times
The meetings are scheduled to start at 9.00am. The chairmen will advise individual groups of any changes to this schedule. 
Visa information
PLEASE NOTE: GLOBAL VISA APPLICATIONS MAY TAKE 20 WORKING DAYS 

TO BE PROCESSED.

Australian Visa Options for Participants of the 3GPP Conference
  

Visa applications
Under Australia's universal visa system, all visitors to Australia must have a valid visa to travel to and enter Australia (other than New Zealand passport holders who will normally be granted a Special Category visa on arrival, provided they meet health and character requirements; and permanent residents of Norfolk Island who may be granted a Permanent Resident of Norfolk Island visa on arrival).  For more information, see the fact sheet: http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/corporate/information/fact-sheets/17nz





There are many visa options available to people wishing to visit Australia. The appropriate visa option will depend, amongst other things, on the person's purpose for visiting Australia.

Please refer to the attached Business Information Sheet for guidance on the visa options that may be most suitable for your event participants.   

Your event participants should also refer to the attached document containing General Information for Visa Applicants.

 

NB: These are the visa options available presently but the Department reserves the right to change regulations. IECN assistance will NOT guarantee a visa grant. Visa applicants must demonstrate that they meet all the legislative requirements for an Australian visa.

For additional background relating to:

Visas for people to come to Australia for tourism or business purposes, please see: www.homeaffairs.gov.au/Trav/Visi/Visi
Visas for people to come to Australia to participate in an event as an invited participant, please see: www.homeaffairs.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/408-
Visas for people to come to Australia to undertake short-term, highly specialised work, please see: www.homeaffairs.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/400-.  

Information for the event participants
Annexure 1, (page 6-7) a copy of the attached Business Information Sheet to ensure that you apply for the correct visa                     Annexure 2, (page 8-9) a copy of the attached General Information for Visa Applicants to ensure that you are aware of visa requirements before lodging your visa applications. 

Annexure 3, (page 10) a letter of invitation, to participate in the event.  Letters of invitation should only be issued to event participants who are known to, and invited by, you.  

Please apply for their visa well in advance of your intended date of travel to Australia.  Information about visa processing times is available on the Department’s website: www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/access-accountability/service-standards/global-visa-citizenship-processing-times


 
What we can do for you
We can provide further assistance in relation to visa-related issues associated with your stay. 

Please feel free to contact the IECN team if you need any further assistance or to discuss our service in more detail. 

John Walker                            

+61 2 8861 4374
Shyamala Wickaramasinghe  
+61 2 8861 4380
Iris Bartley                               

+61 2 8861 4383
                               We are looking forward to seeing you at the Gold Coast!
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General information for visa applicants 
Applying for a visa 

Visa application forms are available on the Department’s website and many applications can be lodged online.  Details about how to apply are included in the information about the particular visa you wish to apply for.  A list of visas is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/Visa-listing 
Health and character requirements 

All visa applicants must be assessed against Australia’s health and character requirements.  

These requirements are designed to protect the safety and security of the Australian community. 

Health requirements 

As part of the visa application process you may be required to undertake a medical examination, chest x-ray and/or other health checks.  

The Department will advise you of the applicable health checks (if any), based on your individual circumstances.  Information on health checks which may apply to you is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa/Heal 
Character requirements 

As part of your visa application, you might be required to provide a police clearance certificate or other evidence to satisfy character requirements.  Information about character requirements and police certificate requirements is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa/Char 
Requirements for applicants under 18 years of age 

Visa applicants who are under 18 years of age may be required to satisfy additional criteria to ensure that their interests are protected and that Australia meets its international obligations in relation to minors. 

Information about documents that may be required for persons younger than 18 years of age is available on the Department’s website.  Please refer to the following forms listed on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/allforms 
Form 1229 - Consent form to grant an Australian visa to a child under the age of 18 years - 
                                 Form 1257 - Undertaking declaration.   
Biometrics collection  
If you are lodging a visa application in a selected location, regardless of your nationality, you may need to provide your biometrics in relation to your visa application, unless exempt.  Information about Biometrics collection is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa/Biom 
Creating an ImmiAccount 

ImmiAccount is a single point of entry into the Department’s online visa services.  Information about ImmiAccount is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/immiaccount 
Visa processing times 
Information about visa processing times is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/about/access-accountability/service-standards 
Immigration clearance requirements 

On arrival in Australia, you must identify yourself, present your travel documents, and complete an Incoming Passenger Card (IPC).  The IPC requires travellers to declare their health status and any prior criminal convictions (amongst other declarations).  If you do not meet immigration clearance requirements, you may be refused entry to Australia.  Information about Australia’s immigration clearance processes is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Ente/Goin/Arrival 
Obligations of visa holders 

You must comply with your visa validity and visa conditions while in Australia.  When you receive your Australian visa, you are issued with a visa grant notice that explains the conditions of your visa (including your approved period of stay in Australia and your entry requirements).  Your visa may be cancelled if you breach any of the conditions of your visa.  You are advised to carry your visa grant notice when travelling for your own reference. 

If your visa expires while you are still in Australia, you will become an unlawful non-citizen and may be detained and removed from Australia.  You may also be subject to an exclusion period, which could prevent you from re-entering Australia.  Information about your obligations as a visa holder is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/complying-with-your-obligations 
Travel sanctions 

For information on countries subject to travel sanctions, please refer to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s (DFAT) website.  Nationals of these countries may not be permitted to travel to and enter Australia.  For further information about travel sanctions, please refer:  

www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/security/sanctions/Pages/sanctions.aspx 


Visa options for business conferences, seminars, trade fairs and expos 
 Overview  

This fact sheet is a general guide to the most common visa options for those travelling to Australia to participate in a business conference, trade fair, seminar, or expo. 

The information contained in this fact sheet is current as at 1 July 2017.  Australian migration law may change after this time resulting in a change in visa options.  Please check the Department of Immigration and Border Protection’s website for further information: www.border.gov.au/ 
New Zealand citizens should refer to the Department’s website:  www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/444- 
Visas and processing times 

A list of visas is available on the Department’s website: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/Visa-listing 
When lodging your visa application, you will need to allow time for the application to be processed, taking into account the date you are intending to travel to Australia. 

Global visa processing times are available on the Department’s website:                                           

www.border.gov.au/about/access-accountability/service-standards/global-visa-citizenshipprocessing-times 
Visa options 
The table on the following page of this fact sheet provides a quick reference guide to the type of visa you may be eligible for.  Please refer to the information on the Department’s website to ensure you apply for the most appropriate visa.  Information about the visa options listed on the following page is available on the Department’s website (see hyperlinks below): 

· Visitor visas                                                                              
· Temporary Activity visa (subclass 408)                                             
· Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa (subclass 400)  
Visa options for business conferences, seminars, trade fairs and expos 

– follow the hyperlinks in the table for further information 
	Visitor visas 
	Temporary Activity visa (subclass 408) 
	Temporary Activity visa (subclass 408) 
	Temporary Work 
(Short Stay 
Specialist) visa 
(subclass 400) 

	· subclass 601  
· subclass 651  
· subclass 600 
	Activity type:        
Invited Participant     
 
	Activity type: 
Entertainment activities 
	Highly Specialised 
Work 

	You may be eligible for this visa if you are a: 
	You may be eligible for this visa if you are a: 
	You may be eligible for this visa if you are a: 
	You may be eligible for this visa if you are a: 

	 Participant or an attendee of an event – that is: you will not be working, performing or otherwise being paid to contribute. 
	 Speaker, presenter, exhibitor, or other contributor invited to participate in an event by an Australian organisation for a stay of up to three months. 
	· Performer or entertainer. 
· Journalist or other media personnel travelling to Australia to cover an event(s), where the production is intended for 
Australian audiences. 
	· Journalist or other media personnel travelling to Australia to cover an event(s), where the production is not intended for Australian audiences. 
· Person who is otherwise working at the event - such as a project manager; site supervisor; or, in limited circumstances, a highly specialised construction worker. 

	Period of stay:              
· Subclass 601 / 651 - Up to 3 months stay for each visit.  
· Subclass 600 – 
Generally up to 3 months stay for business purposes* *Note: A longer period may be allowed depending on the circumstances of the visit. 
	Period of stay:              
Up to 3 months 
Note: This visa does not require sponsorship if the visa applicant applies while outside of Australia for a stay of up to three months.  However, the inviting organisation must meet the 
Support Test.  
	Period of stay:              Up to 2 years 
Note: This visa does not require sponsorship if the visa applicant applies while outside of Australia for a stay of up to three months.  However, the inviting organisation must meet the Support Test. 
	Period of stay:                  
Up to 3 months*  
*Note: Up to six months may be allowed in limited circumstances. 
This visa does not require sponsorship, but must be applied for and granted while the applicant is outside of Australia. 


 
Date:     
1. Surname/Family name (last name):      
2. Forename (first name):      
3. Birth date (month/date/year):      
4. Passport number and issuing country:      
5. Gender:      
6. Company name:      
7. Occupation/Position:     
8. Company/mailing address:      
9. Postal Code:      
10. Country:      
11. Telephone number:      
12. Fax number:      
13. Name of meeting:      
14. Location of meeting (City, State):     
15: 
Gold Coast The Star Confirmation Number:     
Dear      , 

On behalf of the “Telstra Corporation,” I am pleased to invite you to the 3GPP TSG meetings in the Gold Coast, Queensland. These technical standardization meetings of the 3GPP will take place on September 9 – 16, 2018.  These meetings will further the technical work of developing specifications for wireless communications.  Your technical expertise is necessary for ensuring good progress and will help to further this work and as your company is a member of 3GPP, you are specifically invited to participate. 

The meetings will be held at the Gold Coast, The Star, Broadbeach.  A block of rooms has been reserved at the hotel at a special rate under the name 3GPP. 
Please allow adequate travel time to reach the meeting.  Your company is responsible for all your expenses while in the Australia. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Timothy Archer
Conference Manager

Leishman Associates
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