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Expanding RAN6 Scope
Introduction
RAN6 ToR were ratified at RAN#71 to transfer GERAN1 and GERAN2 work into RAN6 as well as GERAN3new work into RAN5. 
This contribution suggests a similar transfer be done regarding UTRAN work before normative work on NR starts in RAN working groups i.e. prior Q2’17.
UMTS in RAN WGs
Today UMTS work is addressed in RAN1, RAN2, RAN3, RAN4 as well as RAN5. RAN5 is not considered further in this contribution as no change is expected.
Within the above working groups, the UMTS work is organized as follows 
	
	RAN1
	RAN2
	RAN3
	RAN4

	#Active WIDs(1)
	2(2)
	5(3)
	5(3)
	None

	Organization
	Main room
	Separate room
Mon-Wed (Thu)
	Main room
	Main room
RRM room

	#delegates
	low
	low
	low
	low

	NOTE 1: maintenance work and TEI14 not counted (minimal)
NOTE 2: DTX/DRX enhancements in CELL_FACH, Multi-carrier enhancements
NOTE 3: DTX/DRX enhancements in CELL_FACH, Multi-carrier enhancements, RRC Optimization, Further indoor positioning enhancements, Study on HSPA/LTE joint operation



Proposal
NR normative work is expected to bring substantial work into the above working groups from Q2’2017, and especially so as the overall schedule is accelerated following the endorsements made at the last plenary. 
The current UMTS activity across RAN working groups is low, as indicated above. Yet, it is our opinion that any capacity that can be freed from the above working groups could be reallocated to better accommodate the expected workload for NR in particular, but also possibly for LTE; as displayed at every plenary round, any fraction of TU, be it in a main session or not, can certainly be taken to good use.
RAN6 does offer an adequate framework and sufficient capacity to cater for the UMTS work without sending any negative signals to the industry – the active WIDs on UMTS and the 3GPP Release description do reflect the overall UMTS activity, not the group in which the work is carried out. 
As evidenced by the overlap of UMTS WIDs between the current RAN working groups, there are clear technical and organizational benefits in having experts sit in the same room to resolve issues “on the spot” as opposed to doing so by means of LS exchange for instance – this has benefited GSM work for years.
The few delegates handling UMTS and non-UMTS work will be able to continue doing so as no standalone RAN6 meeting is expected – this was also one motivation for moving GERAN work into RAN6. 

Considering the above observations, it is proposed that:
· UMTS RAN1/2/3/4 activities be transferred to RAN6 that provides adequate framework and capacity
· An update of RAN6 Terms of Reference be submitted to RAN#74 for approval
· The proposed transfer be effective as of Q1’2017

Conclusion
It is proposed that RAN#73 endorses the following proposal:
· UMTS RAN1/2/3/4 activities be transferred to RAN6
· The update of RAN6 Terms of Reference be submitted to RAN#74 for approval
· Upon ToR approval that the transfer be effective as of Q1’2017
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