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Response to the LS on 3GPP RAN requesting information on the current regulations regarding regional/band-specific regulatory possibilities/constraints of utilizing UL spectrum for transmission from the network to UEs
Dear Mr. Romano, 

CEPT ECC-PT1 has considered the LS on 3GPP RAN Study on regulatory aspects for flexible duplex for E-UTRAN (RP-150509) at its meeting held from 20th to 21st April, 2015.

 After analysing the subject, ECC-PT1 would like to inform 3GPP that

1) CEPT has approved ECC Decisions containing harmonised technical conditions (containing FDD frequency arrangements and associated technical conditions) for the use of the 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1500 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2 GHz, 2.6 GHz and 3.5 GHz bands for Mobile/Fixed Communication Networks (MFCN), which is the technology-neutral term used in CEPT to describe IMT.
2) The current CEPT framework for the FDD bands as defined in the above mentioned ECC Decisions does not allow to use the FDD uplink as downlink nor the other way around.

It should also be noted that for each CEPT ECC harmonised frequency band for IMT, an EC (European Commission) Decision (drafted on the basis of CEPT  Reports in response to EC Mandates) is in force for the EU Member States.  Those EU/EC Decisions contain also frequency arrangements and technical conditions in line with CEPT ECC Decisions, and in consequence, EC Decisions do not allow flexible use of uplink and downlink for FDD bands neither.

The relevant CEPT ECC Decisions are listed in the Annex.
ECC PT1 would like to be kept informed on the results of your study and any follow up initiatives. 
Best regards,
Didier Chauveau

ECC PT1 Chairman
Annex

700 MHz:

ECC Decision (15)01 «Harmonised technical conditions for mobile/fixed communications networks (MFCN) in the band 694-790 MHz including a paired frequency arrangement (Frequency Division Duplex 2x30 MHz) and an optional unpaired frequency arrangement (Supplemental Downlink)»

800 MHz:

ECC Decision (09)03 «Harmonised conditions for Mobile/Fixed Communications Networks (MFCN) operating in the band 790-862 MHz»

900 MHz:

ECC Decision (06)13 «Designation of the bands 880-915 MHz, 925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz and 1805-1880 MHz for terrestrial UMTS, LTE and WiMAX systems»

1500 MHz:

ECC Decision (13)03 «Harmonised use of the frequency band 1452-1492 MHz for Mobile/Fixed Communications Networks Supplemental Downlink (MFCN SDL)»

1800 MHz:

ECC Decision (06)13 «Designation of the bands 880-915 MHz, 925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz and 1805-1880 MHz for terrestrial UMTS, LTE and WiMAX systems»

2 GHz:

ECC Decision (06)01 «The harmonised utilisation of the bands 1920-1980 MHz and 2110-2170 MHz for mobile/fixed communications networks (MFCN) including terrestrial IMT systems»

2.6 GHz:

ECC Decision (05)05 «Harmonised utilization of spectrum for Mobile/Fixed Communications Networks (MFCN) operating within the band 2500-2690 MHz»

3.5 GHz:

ECC Decision (11)06 «Harmonised frequency arrangements for mobile/fixed communications networks (MFCN) operating in the bands 3400-3600 MHz and 3600-3800 MHz»
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