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In last RAN plenary meeting, it was agreed that [1] 
	Agreements

· RAN to agree on the introduction of UE capability signalling for UL 64QAM from Rel-12.
· RAN WGs to work on the CRs in Q4 and the work will be done under TEI 12.
· No CRs introducing the signalling should be approved by RAN before the approval of the WI on the introduction of the requirements for 64 QAM UL in RAN4.
· RAN to decide in RAN#65 whether this UE capability should be optionally supported by UEs of categories 1, 2, 3 and 4.



However, the point in time to introduce the decoupled UL 64QAM is very late compared with our requirement. In this paper we would like to explain why this feature is needed so urgent and ask RAN to discuss the possibility to introduce the decoupled UL 64QAM from early release, e.g. Rel-10 or Rel-11.
Discussion and Conclusion 
There are three reasons that make us planning to introduce decoupled UL 64QAM as soon as possible.
1) We have urgent requirement to improve the UL data rate. In our commercial TD-LTE network, configuration 2 (DL: UL = 3:1) is applied, the UL data rate is not high and cannot meet some real requirements, for instance, the wireless backhaul for real time video monitoring, where 5Mbps usually needed. 
2) UL 64QAM is one of the efficient and robust ways to improve UL data rate. It is known that there are several ways to improve the UL data rate, for instance, UL CA, UL MIMO, and 64QAM. And From UE implementation point of view, 64QAM is the simplest way among them. Furthermore, from our drive tests in Beijing, we also found that for indoor scenarios, there are more than 30% of the reported UL MCS index level higher than 21. It means that if UEs can support UL 64QAM, the UL data rate will be highly increased in the indoor scenario, which is the most popular scenario for LTE in China. 
3) According to our roadmap, at the end of this year we will update our LTE network to Rel-10 and we really need to utilise the UL 64QAM at that time. However, unfortunately in Rel-10 UL 64QAM is coupled with certain UE categories, i.e., UE category 5 and 8, which restricts its usage. Therefore we would like to ask RAN to discuss the possibility of decoupling UL 64QAM from UE categories from early release, e.g. Rel-10 or Rel-11. Furthermore, the feature of UL 64QAM was already specified in Rel-8 and what left to be specified is only capability signalling in RAN and related requirements in RAN4. 
Proposal: We would like to ask RAN to discuss the possibility of decoupling UL 64QAM from UE categories from early release, e.g. Rel-10 or Rel-11.
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