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1 Introduction
The 3GPP workshop on Rel-12 and onward identified further enhancements for indoor and outdoor small cell scenarios using low-power nodes was identified as one of the most important topics. Driven by this high level of interest, scenarios and requirements for small cell enhancements were studied and captured in TR36.932 [1]. Deployment scenarios and challenges, potential solutions, and related architecture and protocol enhancements for small cell enhancements for E-UTRA and E-UTRAN were studied, focussing on higher layer aspects. The results of this study are captured in TR36.842 [2] which is almost complete. Alternatives have been identified, compared and evaluated in detail. 
Considering that TR36.842 is nearly finalized, and to provide the normative phase of the work adequate time to complete within Release 12, the normative work should commence as soon as possible.  In this contribution, we would like to explain our proposal that the WI should be approved at this plenary, so that we could commence it at November RAN2 after completion of the SI at October RAN2.  

2 Study Item progress in RAN2
During RAN2 #83 meeting, RAN2 achieved the following agreements: 

· Quantified mobility robustness in Scenario #2 and captured the results in the TR.

· Agreed UE capability assumptions for each identified challenge.

· Agreed solutions to address the identified challenges.

· Analysed the pros and cons of C-plane protocol architecture alternatives.

· Agreed a baseline of C-plane protocol architecture.

On the other hand, even though RAN2#83 spent much time on discussing down-selection of user-plane protocol architecture alternatives, the way forward  could not be agreed. The summary of RAN2 single voting on user-plane protocol architecture is as following:

User-plane protocol architecture 1A: supported by 7 companies

User-plane protocol architecture 2A: supported by 3 companies

User-plane protocol architecture 2C: supported by 5 companies

User-plane protocol architecture 2D: supported by 0 company

User-plane protocol architecture 3A: supported by 0 companies

User-plane protocol architecture 3C: supported by 10 companies

User-plane protocol architecture 3D: supported by 3 companies
Note: The details of user-plane protocol architectures are included and agreed in TR36.842 [2].

According to the single voting result, RAN2 has agreed on no longer investigate 2D and 3A and continue to investigate the remaining five alternatives (1A, 2A, 2C, 3C, 3D) in terms of technical benefits and drawbacks. 
3 Way forward proposal 
In order to further study on the remaining five alternatives (1A, 2A, 2C, 3C, 3D), the study item is proposed to be extended by one quarter [3]. It means that the corresponding WI after SI completion will start from Dec. 2013 (RAN#62) and the remaining time for completion the SCE feature in Rel-12 is only half a year. In that case, we have strong concerns on whether or not the SCE feature can be standardised in Rel-12. In order to progress SCE discussions, we would like to propose the followings for approval:

Proposal
(1) Extend the SCE SI by one quarter and discussions of open issues are limited to RAN2#83-bis meeting
(time budgets for SCE SI are : 3 time slots in RAN#83-bis meeting and 0 time slots in RAN2#84 meeting)
(2) Approve the SCE WI in Sep. 2013(RAN#61) and start WI discussion from RAN2#84 meeting
(time budgets for SCE WI are: 0 time slots in RAN#83-bis meeting and 3 time slots in RAN2#84 meeting)
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4 Summary
To complete the normative phase of highly important Small Cell Enhancement – Higher Layer aspects within Release 12 timeframe, we would like to propose the following:

Proposal
(1) Extend the SCE SI by one quarter and discussions of open issues are limited to RAN2#83-bis meeting
(time budgets for SCE SI are : 3 time slots in RAN#83-bis meeting and 0 time slots in RAN2#84 meeting)
(2) Approve the SCE WI in Sep. 2013(RAN#61) and start WI discussion from RAN2#84 meeting
(time budgets for SCE WI are: 0 time slots in RAN#83-bis meeting and 3 time slots in RAN2#84 meeting)
Related to the proposal (2), our SCE WI is proposed in a separate contribution [4]. 
Related to the proposal (1), extension of the SCE SI is to be proposed by the SCE SI Rapporteur.
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