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1. Introduction
This contribution discusses how to continue the RAN work on MTC enhancements, under the assumption that the ongoing Study Item is closed and the corresponding TR is approved at RAN#61.

2. Discussion
A Feasibility Study on "RAN aspects of Machine-Type and other Mobile Data Applications Communications Enhancements" (FS_MTCe_RAN) has been conducted in RAN2 (and RAN3) to evaluate the service requirements and the detailed impact on RAN procedures of the high level solutions addressed by SA2, as well as the additional solutions identified by RAN. The corresponding TR has captured the RAN view on the possible solutions identified during the study and conclusions and recommendations for further work have been drawn. LSs have also been sent to SA2 and other groups to inform them of RAN conclusions. It has then been suggested to close the Study Item [1] and approve the corresponding TR [2] at RAN#61.

If the Study Item is closed at RAN#61, the following two alternatives are envisaged:
1. Wait for further SA2 decisions and then possibly approve a comprehensive RAN WID at RAN#62 in December, based on further SA2 feedback. This is supported by the fact that in their next meeting SA2 might take a decision (i.e. on “Data over NAS” solutions) that could have additional impacts on Rel-12 RAN work. However, it should be noted that RAN2 has already sent a LS to SA2 [3] expressing a number of concerns with this alternative. 

2. Start a RAN WID at RAN#61 focusing only on the aspects where SA2 has already concluded (e.g. on the introduction of a “power saving state”, for which the conclusions of [4] already indicate “it is recommended to adopt the “power saving state” solution for Release 12”, as well as on longer DRX/paging cycles, for which in [4] it is stated that “it is recommended to adopt for Release 12 longer DRX cycles within the limits that do not cause major impacts on system signaling”) and where RAN could take some independent decisions (e.g. on “how much” paging/DRX cycles should be extended). If this approach is taken, and further RAN-impacting decisions are finally taken by SA2 in near future meetings, additional objectives could also be considered for inclusion in a future revision of the Work Item (or a separate Work Item could be discussed). In case this alternative is preferred, a Work Item description listing some objectives that could already be decided at RAN#61 is contained in [5]. 
One additional remark is that, even if during the Study Item the UMTS aspects were not discussed in detail for many of the solutions; it is believed that the “LTE-oriented” conclusions in the TR are easily applicable also to UMTS, with no need for additional discussion.  Considering also the interest to introduce corresponding enhancements for UMTS as well, our view is that – whenever it will be agreed – most of the objectives in the Work Item should be applicable for both LTE and UMTS.
3. Conclusion 
Two alternatives are suggested on the continuation of the RAN work on MTC enhancements, if the Study Item is closed. If there is a preference to start a RAN WID at RAN#61, it is suggested to discuss and agree on the objectives listed in [5].
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