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1. Introduction
At RAN#58, the technically endorsed CRs for mandating FGI bit 14, 27 and 28 were postponed for approval [1]. An LS was sent to RAN5 [2] asking to develop any missing test cases for the related features. RAN5 was also asked whether some delay in implementing the CRs should be applied to facilitate successful certification of terminals/terminal platforms. Subsequently, RAN5 have provided a response LS to this meeting [3]. In addition, CRs for mandating FGI bit 15 (Event B1) were technically endorsed by RAN2 [4] and have been brought to this meeting for a decision. Taking these and additional feedback from the RAN5 Chair into account, this paper proposes the way forward to handle Rel-9 FGI settings.
2. Discussion and proposals
· The need of delay in implementing the technical endorsed CRs
As informed by the LS, RAN5 has introduced the missing test cases for the related features [3]. Furthermore, the test case for FGI bit 15 has also been introduced. It has also been pointed out that the approval core specification CRs is not critical from a testing point of view as long as the decision for mandating an FGI bit is indeed backed by clear evidence that facilities for IOT are readily available. 
· Rel-9 certification concerns
At the last plenary meeting, a concern was raised that there are already Rel-9 UEs in the market. If a certification scheme is such that UEs are required to comply against the very latest core specifications, some UEs might fail the certification simply because core specifications were updated after these UEs were distributed. It should be noted that certification organisations are free to decide which functions are included for certification and which ones do not need to be included - even if they have been mandated by 3GPP. In any case, the intention is not that mandating FGIs requires for the UEs already in the market to pass the IOT and activate the features. It should be made clear that the prior distribution of UEs into the market is not a reason to prevent the mandating of FGI bits.
· FGI bit setting and certification
In general the RAN5 specifications are intended to offer device vendors a choice of the appropriate test for the FGI bit settings based on applicability. Although only the latest version of test specifications are maintained, it is possible to create variations of the same test that apply to different releases, e.g., for Rel-9 and later. Furthermore within the current certification schemes there is normally the flexibility for the device vendors to declare the functionality of the device undergoing certification. 
In light of above, from a testing regime perspective at least, there is no reason to postpone the approval of mandating those FGI bits from Rel-9 onward as long as sufficient IOT facilities are readily available. Also the principle of mandating FGIs should be developed by consensus by TSG RAN only. Therefore the following is proposed:
Proposal 1:

The conditions for mandating FGI (as agreed by consensus by TSG RAN) are as follows: 
1) Sufficient IOT facilities should be readily available.

2) Mandating FGIs does not require vendors whose UEs are already in the market to pass the IOT and activate the features.
3) The timing of when to mandate FGI bits is not dependent on any associated testing regime as test cases will be developed as required in a timely manner. 
As for the previously technically endorsed CRs, these were provided in the confidence that sufficient IOT facilities were available. Consequently, the following way forward is proposed:
Proposal 2:
It is proposed to mandate FGI bit 14 (Event A4/A5), 15 (Event B1), 27 (SRVCC to UMTS) and 28 (TTI bundling) from Rel-9 and to approve the associated technically endorsed CRs.
CRs to mandate bit 14, 27 and 28 are provided in this meeting [5].
· Future considerations – proposed order of events

In the interests of maintaining an informed and orderly approach to FGI bit testing, the following sequence of events is proposed when considering the mandating of other FGI bits:

Proposal 3:

Proposed order of events for mandating FGI bits:

Step 1:
RAN plenary to discuss such factors as whether facilities for IOT are sufficiently available; if there is consensus, RAN plenary to review and approve CRs to change FGI bit settings.
Step 2:
At that point, an LS is sent to RAN5 to inform RAN5 of the TSG RAN decision and to ask that RAN5 takes the appropriate action.

Step 3:
At the subsequent RAN5 meeting, CRs will be agreed to reflect the RAN decision and an LS will be sent to the certification organisations to keep them informed of these developments
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