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1. Introduction
RAN#59 has received the liaison RP-130012 [1] from SA2 requesting RAN2 to evaluate at least 13 named proposals which may have impact on the RAN as captured in [5]. Each proposal represents a solution under consideration in SA2 for the building blocks SDDTE [2] and UEPCOP [3] which are considered by SA2 as having impact on RAN. This contribution highlights some dependencies of the SA2 work on the RAN2 work items being proposed for approval at this meeting and proposes a way forward. 
2. Discussion

The work in SA2 under the building blocks SDDTE [2] and UEPCOP [3] is being carried out under the feature level work item Machine-Type and other mobile data applications Communications Enhancements [4]. It is clear from the objectives of this WI and these building blocks, and also from the “key issues” captured in [5] that these solutions are addressing both packet data services as supported by smartphones [7] as well as MTC services as captured in [6]. In addition it is also clear that each specific solution does not necessarily address both these service types. Whilst some solutions are directed specifically at services like MTC [6], others apply to more general packet data enhancements as specified in [7].

It is worth noting that the WI [4] started at SA2#91 (May 2012) when the Rel-11 RAN WI on eDDA was still being finalised. As such it is not clear from some of the proposals captured in [5] whether SA2 has fully taken into account the evaluation work already undertaken by RAN2 (e.g. 3GPP TR 36.822) or the corresponding functionality now finalised in RAN as part of Rel-11.

In the LS [1], SA2 has asked RAN2 to provide feedback and indicate potential impacts from their identified solutions, along with any other aspects they think would be beneficial to consider. 

As stated in [5], proposals which have little or no CN impact but support the objectives of these work items should be proposed directly to RAN rather than identified in SA2.  RAN has both the remit and necessary skills/capabilities to identify relevant solutions for the “key issues” identified by SA2 in [5].  However, the necessary time within the RAN WGs will need to be allocated via the normal SI/WI approvals process.

Proposal:  RAN2 should identify solutions based on the key issues identified by SA2.  Formalised study/work items will need to be created in RAN in order to identify and subsequently evaluate associated efficiency enhancements. The RAN2 study/work items should not be limited to the solutions currently proposed by SA2

At RAN#59 work item proposals (FeDDA) [8] , (MTC) [9] were submitted to initiate work in RAN2 to study further enhancements to support packet data services such as those supported by smartphones and MTC services respectively. Several of the objectives of these two work item proposals clearly overlap with the objectives as captured in the SA2 work items [2], [3]. In addition the objectives of these proposals (FeDDA and MTC) also address further RAN specific enhancements which also align with overall scope of the objectives in the SA2 WIDs [2], [3].

Proposal:  Related RAN specific WIs proposed in [8] and [9] should be approved by RAN#59

Further, in the LS [1] SA2 presented a timescale within which they would appreciate feedback from RAN2. However in order to properly investigate optimisations to RAN protocols, RAN WGs need to carry out a full evaluation as per normal RAN WG procedures, and as such the timescale proposed by SA2 appears ambitious. Furthermore, as it is RAN’s normal working practice to verify the benefits of enhancements before approving changes it is essential that SA2 refrains from making any decision which may impact the RAN protocol stack until RAN2 has been able complete their analysis. RAN2 may also wish to further advise SA2 regarding a suitable time frame within which responses to this request may be available based on the work plan of FeDDA and MTC work items.

Proposal:  RAN should liaise with RAN2 and SA/SA2 to advise them on expected timescales to complete this work.

It may also be necessary that RAN request SA/SA2 to add a dependency within the existing work items descriptions [2], [3] to RAN2. 

Proposal: RAN should ask SA/SA2 to capture a dependency on RAN2 as a secondary responsibility group for the building blocks SDDTE [2] & UEPCOP [3]
3. Proposals

1. RAN2 should identify solutions based on the key issues identified by SA2.  Formalised study/work items will need to be created in RAN in order to identify and subsequently evaluate associated efficiency enhancements. The RAN2 study/work items should not be limited to the solutions currently proposed by SA2
2. Related RAN specific WIs proposed in [8] and [9] should be approved by RAN#59

3. RAN should liaise with RAN2 and SA/SA2 to advise them on expected timescales to complete this work.

4. RAN should ask SA/SA2 to capture a dependency on RAN2 as a secondary responsibility group for the building blocks SDDTE [2] & UEPCOP [3]
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