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1. Introduction
At last RAN plenary#58 in Barcelona the following principles were agreed based on a proposal from the RAN4 chairman in [1]
· For the closing of Core WIs in which RAN4 is depending on the outcome of RAN1-3 work, it was proposed to consider RAN1 closing their work 6 months before the release freezing 

· For the closing of RAN4 performance WIs, it was proposed to consider closing the work at maximum 6 months after corresponding core WI or release freezing

· Above proposals are in principle agreed and the strict handling for the two proposals needs some more discussions 
In this contribution we discuss some implications of this in-principle agreement, and the overall planning of the work for Rel-12. 

2. Discussions

RAN4 has been overloaded with work in the previous releases before release 12 started and it was important that RAN supported RAN4 in managing their work load. This was the motivation behind agreeing this proposal from the RAN4 chairman. Alcatel-Lucent supports easing the work load on RAN4 but would like to discuss the implication of this proposal so that we all understand the impact. In the current agreed Release 12 schedule the agreed proposal in RAN#58 means that at least RAN1 should close their work items, i.e. functional freeze in December 2013. This effectively leaves 9 months of work or 5 RAN1 meetings to achieve all the work and study items that are agreed or will be agreed if they are intended to be finalised for Release 12. If we even consider the possibility of extending Release 12 by 3 months the number of RAN1 meetings available would become 6 meetings.
The following work items have already been approved for Release 12

· New Carrier Type in RP-122028 with target  completion date December 2013
· Further Downlink MIMO Enhancement in RP-121608 with target completion date June 2013 

· Further Enhancements to LTE TDD for DL-UL Interference Management and Traffic Adaptation in RP-121772 with target completion date December 2013
In addition the following study items are ongoing: 
· Study on Provision of Low-cost MTC UEs in RP-121648 with target completion data June 2013 

· Study on Small Cell Enhancements – Physical-layer Aspects in RP-122032 with target completion date September 2013

· Study on 3D-channel model for Elevation Beamforming and FD-MIMO in RP-122034 with target completion date September 2013
· Study on LTE Device to Device Proximity Services in RP-122009 with target completion date March 2014

At this meeting a number of work and study items are submitted for approval. 
· New WID Proposal: Enhanced CoMP for LTE target completion date June 2014
· New WID Further LTE Carrier Aggregation Enhancements target completion date June 2014
· New SID Network assisted interference suppression target completion date December 2013
· New WID Further eMBMS Enhancements target completion date September 2014
Furthermore, it was agreed last plenary that the work item on coverage enhancements is intended to start in RAN1 after June 2013 with target completion in December 2013.

Clearly, the allocated time budget as seen from the chairman reports is more than what RAN1 can handle but also considering the dates of completion the chance of finishing any of the study items that are scheduled to complete in the second half of 2013 and creating corresponding work items that can be functionally frozen within the timeframe of Rel-12 is very slim.
One possibility of dealing with this problem is to focus on the Release 12 work items  completion and allow the study items to run until the end of the Release. Consideration could also be given to focusing the scope of work items as narrowly as possible, considering both ongoing items as well as any new items that might be considered for approval. Thus, in addition to being selective about which items to approve, RAN should be selective about the content of individiual items. 
3. Conclusion and proposal
In order to control the workload in RAN, the following methods should be considered:
· Study items that are scheduled to be completed after June 2013 should be allowed to run until the end of the Release, allowing time allocation for these items to be spread over more meetings; 

· RAN should review the content/scope of both ongoing and new WIs to restrict the scope to the minimum essential level. 
2. Reference
[1]
RP-121717, “Phased approach for WI closing in future releases”, 3GPP TSG RAN#58, Barcelona, Spain, December 4 - 7, 2012. 

[image: image1.jpg]Y




