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Justification
With the fast-advancing of mobile Internet, mobile data traffic has dramatically increased. This trend has produced tremendous pressures on the capacity and deployment strategies of mobile networks. While it is increasingly difficult and expensive for macro networks to provide cost-effective and flexible capacity expansion by cell splitting, the small cell deployment option is now becoming a very attractive solution, especially for providing better user experience in outdoor/indoor high-traffic areas. Statistics show that a significant and yet increasing portion of voice and data traffic happens at hotspots and indoor. Based on such backgrounds, further enhancements for small cell deployments were identified as one of the most interesting topics in the 3GPP workshop on Rel-12 and onward.
In the small cell deployments, propagation, mobility and interference profiles differ substantially from traditional macro networks. Backhauling options are also diversified for small cell deployment and operation due to practical limits and historical reasons. Therefore, how to utilize the abovementioned characteristics to provide optimized solutions for small cell deployments to meet demands on higher bandwidth, higher performance, lower cost and adaptation to various backhauls is becoming an important issue for further evolution of E-UTRA and E-UTRAN.
Objectives:
to focus on scenarios and requirements of small cell enhancements, with the following aspects: 

· Identify the target deployment scenarios and the relevant characteristics:

· Definition and characterization of small cells;

· Targeted deployment scenarios e.g. used spectrum, backhaul and synchronization.

· Identify the key requirements for small cell enhancements:

· Deployment related requirements;

· Capability related requirements e.g. peak data rate;

· System performance requirements e.g. spectrum efficiency, coverage and mobility (in idle and connected states);

· Operational requirements, e.g. architecture, complexity, cost, energy efficiency etc.
The outcome of this study item will provide a baseline for further work on the small cell enhancements. 
Changes since last presentation to TSG RAN Meeting #:

New
Outstanding Issues:

None

Contentious Issues:

None
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