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Response to ITU-R WP 5D on the completion of rec. itu-r m.[Imt.rspec]
The 3GPP OPs thank ITU-R WP 5D for their liaison [1] on the completion of Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC].  The 3GPP OPs are pleased to note that ITU-R WP 5D finalised and preliminarily agreed the draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC] as per the announced schedule, and look forward to the completion of the draft new Recommendation according to the agreed work plan.
I) Confirmation of Transposing Organizations and agreement with preliminary approved draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC]

The 3GPP OPs confirm that the authorised Transposing Organizations as previously indicated to ITU-R WP 5D, are correctly listed in section 2 of the received liaison [1].
The 3GPP OPs have noticed that ITU-R WP 5D has edited the inputs previously supplied and fully concur with the proposed modifications. In particular, in reviewing Annex 1 and 2 of draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC], the 3GPP OPs appreciate the efforts of ITU-R WP 5D to clarify and acknowledge the different methods of work within the External Organisations directly involved in the IMT-Advanced process.  Indeed this is fully in line with the well established co-operation between ITU and the External Organisations which is successfully ongoing for more than a decade - specifically the mutual respect of the different working procedures and timelines, as well as their apparent synergies that have enabled the timely update of Recommendation ITU-R M.1457, and that a continuation of this approach is now paving the way toward “the completion of Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC] within the aggressive schedules set by ITU-R and by the needs of administration, operators, and manufactures”.
II) Working  methods of 3GPP and the 3GPP OPs towards final specifications and transpositions

In line with this well proven approach, the 3GPP OPs, in their capacity of  “GCS Proponent” and, individually, of  “Transposing Organisations”, welcome this opportunity to provide further information on the 3GPP method of work in order to confirm the templates proposed by ITU-R WP 5D in Annex 1 of the draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC], and to provide further insight on the activities that will be carried out by 3GPP and the OPs toward the completion of this Recommendation (fully reflecting the approach successfully used throughout the last decade for Rec. ITU-R M.1457).
3GPP uses a system of parallel "Releases", to provide developers with a stable platform for implementation and to allow for the addition of new features required by the market. Each “Release” is characterised by a specific list of features (the list of feature per Release can be found at: http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/FeatureListFrameSet.htm).  . The Release number is reflected in the first digit (X) of the version that appears in the front page of each Specification (X.y.z). The second digit (y) is incremented each time a technical change is made to the specification (e.g., a technical correction). The third digit (z) is incremented each time an editorial change is made to the specification.  Once a specification is approved as version X.0.0, the specification enters the so called “change control”: it is still possible to develop the standard further, to add the missing parts, and to correct errors and omissions as the overall system becomes better defined, but this needs to be done exclusively by means of “change requests”, and it will be reflected by the last two digits of the version number. This change control mechanism ensures the full traceability of all changes to any approved specification. Typically, every TSG RAN Plenary (i.e., approx every three months) the approved Specifications are updated using this mechanism.

Each Organizational Partner belonging to 3GPP having been indentified as a “Transposing Organization” has the opportunity to appropriately transpose the 3GPP Specifications into its own published standards.

As already clarified in Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC], the 3GPP specifications (and therefore the corresponding standards documents to be provided by the identified Transposing Organizations as the transposed sets of standards for LTE-Advanced), include not only the key characteristics of IMT-Advanced but also the additional capabilities of LTE-Advanced, both of which are continuing to be enhanced.  The 3GPP Release 10 is technically consistent from December 2010 onwards for IMT-Advanced.  Specifically, for the submission of the transposition references to ITU-R, the 3GPP Organizational Partners will utilize the June 2011 version of the 3GPP Release 10 Specifications. 
The suggested format provided by WP 5D in the draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC] for the “transposition tables” in Annex 1 to reflect the 3GPP material, is seen as being fully in line with the normal working procedures of 3GPP and the Transposing Organizations. 
In line with considering g, (“the capabilities of IMT-Advanced systems are being continuously enhanced in line with technology developments”), the 3GPP OPs believe that the extensive use of references to externally developed material in Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC], relying on the change control and transposition procedures being undertaken by 3GPP and its Organisational Partners as specified above, will enable the timely inclusion in Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC] of the most up-to-date detailed specifications developed around the Global Core Specifications jointly developed by ITU-R and the GCS Proponents, thus keeping ITU-R at the forefront of technology evolution.
III) Completion of relevant business matters with ITU

The 3GPP Organizational Partners will individually address any relevant business/administrative matters and are looking forward to co-operating directly with the Radiocommunication Bureau in order to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place before 30 June 2011 (cut-off date for submissions to the 11th meeting of WP 5D, 7‑14 July 2011).

3GPP appreciates the partnership with ITU-R WP 5D which has been successful for more than a decade and the welcomes the opportunity to finalize the material for the first release of the Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT.RSPEC].
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