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First modified section

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

ACK
Acknowledgement

ACLR
Adjacent Channel Leakage Ratio

AM
Acknowledged Mode

AMBR
Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate

ANR
Automatic Neighbour Relation

ARQ
Automatic Repeat Request

AS
Access Stratum

BCCH
Broadcast Control Channel

BCH
Broadcast Channel

BSR
Buffer Status Report

C/I
Carrier-to-Interference Power Ratio

CAZAC
Constant Amplitude Zero Auto-Correlation

CBC
Cell Broadcast Center

CMAS
Commercial Mobile Alert Service

CMC
Connection Mobility Control

CP
Cyclic Prefix

C-plane
Control Plane

C-RNTI
Cell RNTI

CQI
Channel Quality Indicator

CRC
Cyclic Redundancy Check

CSA
Common Subframe Allocation

CSG
Closed Subscriber Group

DCCH
Dedicated Control Channel

DeNB
Donor eNB

DFTS
DFT Spread OFDM

DL
Downlink

DRB
Data Radio Bearer

DRX
Discontinuous Reception

DTCH
Dedicated Traffic Channel

DTX
Discontinuous Transmission
DwPTS
Downlink Pilot Time Slot

ECGI
E-UTRAN Cell Global Identifier

ECM
EPS Connection Management
EMM
EPS Mobility Management

E-CID
Enhanced Cell-ID (positioning method)

eNB
E-UTRAN NodeB

EPC
Evolved Packet Core

EPS
Evolved Packet System

E-RAB
E-UTRAN Radio Access Bearer
ETWS
Earthquake and Tsunami Warning System

E-UTRA
Evolved UTRA

E-UTRAN
Evolved UTRAN

FDD
Frequency Division Duplex

FDM
Frequency Division Multiplexing

GERAN
GSM EDGE Radio Access Network

GNSS
Global Navigation Satellite System

GSM
Global System for Mobile communication

GBR
Guaranteed Bit Rate

GP
Guard Period

HARQ
Hybrid ARQ

HO
Handover

HRPD
High Rate Packet Data

HSDPA
High Speed Downlink Packet Access

ICIC
Inter-Cell Interference Coordination

IP
Internet Protocol

LB
Load Balancing

LCG
Logical Channel Group

LCR
Low Chip Rate

LPPa
LTE Positioning Protocol Annex

LTE
Long Term Evolution

MAC
Medium Access Control

MBMS
Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service

MBR
Maximum Bit Rate

MBSFN
Multimedia Broadcast multicast service Single Frequency Network

MCCH
Multicast Control Channel

MCE
Multi-cell/multicast Coordination Entity

MCH
Multicast Channel

MCS
Modulation and Coding Scheme

MIB
Master Information Block

MIMO
Multiple Input Multiple Output

MME
Mobility Management Entity

MSA 
MCH Subframe Allocation 
MSI
MCH Scheduling Information

MSP
MCH Scheduling Period

MTCH
Multicast Traffic Channel

NACK
Negative Acknowledgement

NAS
Non-Access Stratum

NCC
Next Hop Chaining Counter

NH
Next Hop key

NNSF
NAS Node Selection Function

NR
Neighbour cell Relation

NRT
Neighbour Relation Table

OFDM
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing

OFDMA
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access

OTDOA
Observed Time Difference Of Arrival (positioning method)

P-GW
PDN Gateway

P-RNTI
Paging RNTI

PA
Power Amplifier

PAPR
Peak-to-Average Power Ratio

PBCH
Physical Broadcast CHannel

PBR
Prioritised Bit Rate

PCCH
Paging Control Channel

PCFICH
Physical Control Format Indicator CHannel

PCH
Paging Channel

PCI
Physical Cell Identifier

PDCCH
Physical Downlink Control CHannel

PDSCH
Physical Downlink Shared CHannel

PDCP
Packet Data Convergence Protocol

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

PHICH
Physical Hybrid ARQ Indicator CHannel

PHY
Physical layer

PLMN
Public Land Mobile Network

PMCH
Physical Multicast CHannel

PRACH
Physical Random Access CHannel

PRB
Physical Resource Block

PSC
Packet Scheduling

PUCCH
Physical Uplink Control CHannel

PUSCH
Physical Uplink Shared CHannel

PWS
Public Warning System

QAM
Quadrature Amplitude Modulation

QCI
QoS Class Identifier

QoS
Quality of Service

RA-RNTI
Random Access RNTI

RAC
Radio Admission Control

RACH
Random Access Channel

RAT
Radio Access Technology

RB
Radio Bearer

RBC
Radio Bearer Control


RF
Radio Frequency

RIM
RAN Information Management

RLC
Radio Link Control

RN
Relay Node
RNC
Radio Network Controller

RNL
Radio Network Layer

RNTI
Radio Network Temporary Identifier

ROHC
Robust Header Compression

RRC
Radio Resource Control

RRM
Radio Resource Management

RU
Resource Unit

S-GW
Serving Gateway

S1-MME
S1 for the control plane

SI
System Information

SIB
System Information Block

SI-RNTI
System Information RNTI

S1-U
S1 for the user plane

SAE
System Architecture Evolution

SAP
Service Access Point

SC-FDMA
Single Carrier – Frequency Division Multiple Access

SCH
Synchronization Channel

SDF
Service Data Flow

SDMA
Spatial Division Multiple Access

SDU
Service Data Unit

SeGW
Security Gateway

SFN
System Frame Number

SPID
Subscriber Profile ID for RAT/Frequency Priority
SR
Scheduling Request

SRB
Signalling Radio Bearer

SU
Scheduling Unit

TA
Tracking Area

TB
Transport Block

TCP
Transmission Control Protocol

TDD
Time Division Duplex

TFT
Traffic Flow Template

TM
Transparent Mode

TNL
Transport Network Layer

TTI
Transmission Time Interval

UE
User Equipment

UL
Uplink

UM
Unacknowledged Mode

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System

U-plane
User plane

UTRA
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access

UTRAN
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network

UpPTS
Uplink Pilot Time Slot
VRB
Virtual Resource Block

X2-C
X2-Control plane 

X2-U
X2-User plane

4
Overall architecture

The E-UTRAN consists of eNBs, providing the E-UTRA user plane (PDCP/RLC/MAC/PHY) and control plane (RRC) protocol terminations towards the UE. The eNBs are interconnected with each other by means of the X2 interface. The eNBs are also connected by means of the S1 interface to the EPC (Evolved Packet Core), more specifically to the MME (Mobility Management Entity) by means of the S1-MME and to the Serving Gateway (S-GW) by means of the S1-U. The S1 interface supports a many-to-many relation between MMEs / Serving Gateways and eNBs.

The E-UTRAN architecture is illustrated in Figure 4 below.
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Figure 4-1: Overall Architecture

4.1
Functional Split

The eNB hosts the following functions: 

-
Functions for Radio Resource Management: Radio Bearer Control, Radio Admission Control, Connection Mobility Control, Dynamic allocation of resources to UEs in both uplink and downlink (scheduling);

-
IP header compression and encryption of user data stream;

-
Selection of an MME at UE attachment when no routing to an MME can be determined from the information provided by the UE;

-
Routing of User Plane data towards Serving Gateway;

-
Scheduling and transmission of paging messages (originated from the MME);

-
Scheduling and transmission of broadcast information (originated from the MME or O&M);

-
Measurement and measurement reporting configuration for mobility and scheduling;
-
Scheduling and transmission of PWS (which includes ETWS and CMAS) messages (originated from the MME);
-
CSG handling.

The DeNB hosts the following functions in addition to the eNB functions:
-
S1/X2 proxy functionality for supporting RNs;

-
S11 termination and S-GW/P-GW functionality for supporting RNs.

The MME hosts the following functions (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [17]):

-
NAS signalling; 

-
NAS signalling security; 

-
AS Security control;
-
Inter CN node signalling for mobility between 3GPP access networks;

-
Idle mode UE Reachability (including control and execution of paging retransmission);

-
Tracking Area list management (for UE in idle and active mode);

-
PDN GW and Serving GW selection;

-
MME selection for handovers with MME change;

-
SGSN selection for handovers to 2G or 3G 3GPP access networks;

-
Roaming;

-
Authentication;

-
Bearer management functions including dedicated bearer establishment;

-
Support for PWS (which includes ETWS and CMAS) message transmission.

The Serving Gateway (S-GW) hosts the following functions (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [17]):

-
The local Mobility Anchor point for inter-eNB handover;

-
Mobility anchoring for inter-3GPP mobility;

-
E-UTRAN idle mode downlink packet buffering and initiation of network triggered service request procedure;

-
Lawful Interception;

-
Packet routeing and forwarding;

-
Transport level packet marking in the uplink and the downlink;

-
Accounting on user and QCI granularity for inter-operator charging;

-
UL and DL charging per UE, PDN, and QCI.

The PDN Gateway (P-GW) hosts the following functions (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [17]):

-
Per-user based packet filtering (by e.g. deep packet inspection);

-
Lawful Interception;

-
UE IP address allocation;

-
Transport level packet marking in the downlink;

-
UL and DL service level charging, gating and rate enforcement;

-
DL rate enforcement based on APN-AMBR;

This is summarized on the figure below where yellow boxes depict the logical nodes, white boxes depict the functional entities of the control plane and blue boxes depict the radio protocol layers.

NOTE: 
it is assumed that no other logical E-UTRAN node than the eNB is needed for RRM purposes. Moreover, due to the different usage of inter-cell RRM functionalities, each inter-cell RRM functionality should be considered separately in order to assess whether it should be handled in a centralised manner or in a distributed manner.

NOTE:
MBMS related functions in E-UTRAN are described separately in subclause 15.
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Figure 4.1-1: Functional Split between E-UTRAN and EPC
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4.x
Support for relaying

4.x.1
General

E-UTRAN supports relaying by having a Relay Node (RN) wirelessly connect to an eNB serving the RN, called Donor eNB (DeNB), via a modified version of the E-UTRA radio interface, the modified version being called the Un interface. 

The RN supports the eNB functionality meaning it, among other things, terminates the radio protocols of the E-UTRA radio interface, and the S1 and X2 interfaces. From a specification point of view, functionality defined for eNBs also applies to RNs unless explicitly specified. 

In addition to the eNB functionality, the RN also supports a subset of the UE functionality, e.g. physical layer, layer-2, RRC, and NAS functionality, in order to wirelessly connect to the DeNB.

NOTE: 
Inter-cell handover is not supported for RNs. 

NOTE: 
It is up to implementation when the RN starts or stops serving UEs.
NOTE:
An RN may not use another RN as its DeNB.
4.x.2
Architecture

The architecture for supporting RNs is shown in Figure 4.x.2-1. The RN terminates the S1, X2 and Un interfaces. The DeNB provides S1 and X2 proxy functionality between the RN and other network nodes (other eNBs, MMEs and S‑GWs). The S1 and X2 proxy functionality includes passing UE-dedicated S1 and X2 signalling messages as well as GTP data packets between the S1 and X2 interfaces associated with the RN and the S1 and X2 interfaces associated with other network nodes. Due to the proxy functionality, the DeNB appears as an MME (for S1), an eNB (for X2) and an S-GW to the RN. 
The DeNB also provides S-GW/P-GW-like functionality for the RN. This includes creating a session for the RN and managing EPS bearers for the RN, as well as terminating the S11 interface towards the MME serving the RN.  The RN and DeNB also perform mapping of signalling and data packets onto EPS bearers that are setup for the RN. The mapping is based on existing QoS mechanisms defined for the UE and the P-GW. 
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Figure 4.x.2-1: Overall E-UTRAN Architecture supporting RNs

4.x.3
S1 and X2 user plane aspects

The S1 user plane protocol stacks for supporting RNs are shown in Figure 4.x.3-1. There is a GTP tunnel associated with each UE EPS bearer, spanning from the S-GW associated with the UE to the DeNB, which is switched to another GTP tunnel in the DeNB, going from the DeNB to the RN (one-to-one mapping).

The X2 user plane protocol stacks for supporting RNs during inter-eNB handover are shown in Figure 4.x.3-2. There is a GTP forwarding tunnel associated with each UE EPS bearer subject to forwarding, spanning from the other eNB to the DeNB, which is switched to another GTP tunnel in the DeNB, going from the DeNB to the RN (one-to-one mapping).

The S1 and X2 user plane packets are mapped to radio bearers over the Un intereface. The mapping can be based on the QCI associated with the UE EPS bearer. UE EPS bearer with similar QoS can be mapped to the same Un radio bearer.
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Figure 4.x.3-1: S1 user plane protocol stack for supporting RNs
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Figure 4.x.3-2: X2 user plane protocol stack for supporting RNs

4.x.4
S1 and X2 control plane aspects

The S1 control plane protocol stacks for supporting relaying are shown in 4.x.4-1. There is one S1 interface relation between the RN and the DeNB, and there is one S1 interface relation between the DeNB and each MME in the MME pool. The DeNB processes and forwards all S1 messages between the RN and the MMEs for all UE-dedicated procedures. The processing of S1-AP messages includes modifying S1-AP UE IDs and GTP TEIDs but leaves other parts of the message unchanged. All non-UE-dedicated procedures are handled locally between the RN and the DeNB, and between the DeNB and the MMEs.

The X2 control plane protocol stacks for supporting relaying are shown in 4.x.4-2. There is one X2 interface relation between the RN and the DeNB, and there is one X2 interface relation between the DeNB and every other eNB that the DeNB has an X2 relationship with. The DeNB processes and forwards all X2 messages between the RN and other eNBs for all UE-dedicated procedures. The processing of X2-AP messages includes modifying X2-AP UE IDs and GTP TEIDs but leaves other parts of the message unchanged. All non-UE-dedicated procedures are handled locally between the RN and the DeNB, and between the DeNB and other eNBs.

The S1 and X2 interface signalling packets are mapped to radio bearers over the Un intereface.
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Figure 4.x.4-1: S1 control plane protocol stack for supporting RNs
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Figure 4.x.4-2: X2 control plane protocol stack for supporting RNs

4.x.5
Radio protocol aspects

The RN connects to the DeNB via the Un interface using the same radio protocols and procedures as a UE connecting to an eNB. The control plane protocol stack is shown in Figure 4.x.5-1 and the user plane protocol stack is shown in Figure 4.x5-2. 

The following relay-specific functionality is supported in the control plane protocols:

· The RRC layer of the Un interface has functionality to configure and reconfigure activate specific subframe configurations (e.g. DL subframe configuration) for transmissions between an RN and a DeNB, for RNs that are not able to transmit to/receive from their DeNB in all subframes. The DeNB is aware of which RNs require specific subframe configurations and initiates the RRC signalling for such configurations. The RN applies the configuration immediately upon reception.

NOTE: 
The subframe configuration on the Un interface and the subframe configuration in the RN cell can be temporarily misaligned, i.e. a new subframe configuration can be applied earlier by the RN on Un than in the RN cell.
· The RRC layer of the Un interface has the functionality to send updated system information in a dedicated message to RNs that are not able to receive broadcast signalling from its DeNB in all subframes. The RN applies the received system information immediately.
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Figure 4.x.5-1: Radio control plane protocol stack for supporting RNs
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Figure 4.x.5-2: User plane protocol stack for supporting RNs
4.x.6
Signaling procedures

4.x.6.1
RN attach procedure

Figure 4.x.6.1-1 shows a simplified version of the attach procedure for the RN. The procedure is the same as the normal UE attach procedure [17] with the exception that the S-GW/P-GW functionality (step 3) is performed by the DeNB. During the attach procedure, the EPC will authenticate the RN as an RN and will inform the DeNB about this. The RN is preconfigured with information about which cells (DeNBs) it is allowed to access. 
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Figure 4.x.6.1-1: RN attach procedure

Editor’s note:
This signalling flow can be removed if captured in [17].
4.x.6.2

E-RAB activation/modification

Figure 4.x.6.2-1 shows a simplified version of the DeNB-initiated bearer activation/modification procedure. This procedure can be used by the DeNB to change the EPS bearer allocation for the RN. The procedure is the same as the normal network-initiated bearer activation/modification procedure [17] with the exception that the S-GW/P‑GW functionality (steps 1 and 6) is performed by the DeNB. 
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Figure 4.x.6.2-1: DeNB-initiated bearer activation/modification procedure
Editor’s note:
This signalling flow can be removed if captured in [17].
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10
Mobility

Load balancing is achieved in E-UTRAN with redirection mechanisms (upon RRC establishment, in RRC_CONNECTED and upon RRC release) and through the usage of inter-frequency and inter-RAT absolute priorities and inter-frequency Qoffset parameters.

Measurements to be performed by a UE for mobility are classified in at least three measurement types:
-
Intra-frequency E-UTRAN measurements;

-
Inter-frequency E-UTRAN measurements;

-
Inter-RAT measurements for UTRAN and GERAN;
-
Inter-RAT measurements of CDMA2000 HRPD or 1xRTT frequencies.

For each measurement type one or several measurement objects can be defined (a measurement object defines e.g. the carrier frequency to be monitored). 

For each measurement object one or several reporting configurations can be defined (a reporting configuration defines the reporting criteria). Three reporting criteria are used: event triggered reporting, periodic reporting and event triggered periodic reporting.

The association between a measurement object and a reporting configuration is created by a measurement identity (a measurement identity links together one measurement object and one reporting configuration of same RAT). By using several measurement identities (one for each measurement object, reporting configuration pair) it is possible:

-
To associate several reporting configurations to one measurement object and;

-
To associate one reporting configuration to several measurement objects.

The measurements identity is as well used when reporting results of the measurements. 

Measurement quantities are considered separately for each RAT. 

Measurement commands are used by E-UTRAN to order the UE to start measurements, modify measurements or stop measurements.

10.1
Intra E-UTRAN

In E-UTRAN RRC_CONNECTED state, network-controlled UE-assisted handovers are performed and various DRX cycles are supported.

In E-UTRAN RRC_IDLE state, cell reselections are performed and DRX is supported.

10.1.1
Mobility Management in ECM-IDLE
10.1.1.1
Cell selection

The principles of PLMN selection in E-UTRA are based on the 3GPP PLMN selection principles. Cell selection is required on transition from  EMM_DETACHED to EMM-REGISTERED and from ECM-IDLE or ECM-CONNECTED.

Cell selection:

-
The UE NAS identifies a selected PLMN and equivalent PLMNs;

-
The UE searches the E-UTRA frequency bands and for each carrier frequency identifies the strongest cell. It reads cell system information broadcast to identify its PLMN(s):

-
The UE may search each carrier in turn (“initial cell selection”) or make use of stored information to shorten the search (“stored information cell selection”).

-
The UE seeks to identify a suitable cell; if it is not able to identify a suitable cell it seeks to identify an acceptable cell. When a suitable cell is found or if only an acceptable cell is found it camps on that cell and commence the cell reselection procedure:

-
A suitable cell is one for which the measured cell attributes satisfy the cell selection criteria; the cell PLMN is the selected PLMN, registered or an equivalent PLMN; the cell is not barred or reserved and the cell is not part of a tracking area which is in the list of “forbidden tracking areas for roaming”;

-
An acceptable cell is one for which the measured cell attributes satisfy the cell selection criteria and the cell is not barred;

Transition to RRC_IDLE:


On transition from RRC_CONNECTED to RRC_IDLE, a UE should camp on the last cell for which it was in RRC_CONNECTED or a cell/any cell of set of cells or frequency be assigned by RRC in the state transition message.

Recovery from out of coverage:


The UE should attempt to find a suitable cell in the manner described for stored information or initial cell selection above. If no suitable cell is found on any frequency or RAT the UE should attempt to find an acceptable cell.

10.1.1.2
Cell reselection

UE in RRC_IDLE performs cell reselection. The principles of the procedure are the following:

-
The UE makes measurements of attributes of the serving and neighbour cells to enable the reselection process:

-
There is no need to indicate neighbouring cell in the serving cell system information to enable the UE to search and measure a cell i.e. E-UTRAN relies on the UE to detect the neighbouring cells;

-
For the search and measurement of inter-frequency neighbouring cells, only the carrier frequencies need to be indicated;
-
Measurements may be omitted if the serving cell attribute fulfils particular search or measurement criteria.
-
Cell reselection identifies the cell that the UE should camp on. It is based on cell reselection criteria which involves measurements of the serving and neighbour cells:
-
Intra-frequency reselection is based on ranking of cells;

-
Inter-frequency reselection is based on absolute priorities where UE tries to camp on highest priority frequency available. Absolute priorities for reselection are provided only by the RPLMN and valid only within the RPLMN; priorities are given by the system information and valid for all UEs in a cell, specific priorities per UE can be signalled in the RRC Connection Release message. A validity time can be associated with UE specific priorities.

-
For inter-frequency neighbouring cells, it is possible to indicate layer-specific cell reselection parameters (e.g., layer specific offset). These parameters are common to all neighbouring cells on a frequency;

-
An NCL can be provided by the serving cell to handle specific cases for intra- and inter-frequency neighbouring cells. This NCL contains cell specific cell reselection parameters (e.g., cell specific offset) for specific neighbouring cells;

-
Black lists can be provided to prevent the UE from reselecting to specific intra- and inter-frequency neighbouring cells;
-
Cell reselection can be speed dependent (speed detection based on UTRAN solution);
-
Cell reselection parameters are applicable for all UEs in a cell, but it is possible to configure specific reselection parameters per UE group or per UE.

Cell access restrictions apply as for UTRAN, which consist of access class (AC) barring and cell reservation (e.g. for cells "reserved for operator use") applicable for mobiles in RRC_IDLE mode.

10.1.1.3
Void
10.1.1.4
Void
10.1.1.5
Void
10.1.2
Mobility Management in ECM-CONNECTED
The Intra-E-UTRAN-Access Mobility Support for UEs in ECM-CONNECTED handles all necessary steps for relocation/handover procedures, like processes that precede the final HO decision on the source network side (control and evaluation of UE and eNB measurements taking into account certain UE specific area restrictions), preparation of resources on the target network side, commanding the UE to the new radio resources and finally releasing resources on the (old) source network side. It contains mechanisms to transfer context data between evolved nodes, and to update node relations on C-plane and U-plane.
In E-UTRAN RRC_CONNECTED state, network-controlled UE-assisted handovers are performed and various DRX cycles are supported:

The UE makes measurements of attributes of the serving and neighbour cells to enable the process:

-
There is no need to indicate neighbouring cell to enable the UE to search and measure a cell i.e. E-UTRAN relies on the UE to detect the neighbouring cells;

-
For the search and measurement of inter-frequency neighbouring cells, at least the carrier frequencies need to be indicated;

-
Network signals reporting criteria for event-triggered and periodical reporting;

-
An NCL can be provided by the serving cell by RRC dedicated signalling to handle specific cases for intra- and inter-frequency neighbouring cells. This NCL contains cell specific measurement parameters (e.g. cell specific offset) for specific neighbouring cells;
-
Black lists can be provided to prevent the UE from measuring specific neighbouring cells.

Depending on whether the UE needs transmission/reception gaps to perform the relevant measurements, measurements are classified as gap assisted or non-gap assisted. A non-gap assisted measurement is a measurement on a cell that does not require transmission/reception gaps to allow the measurement to be performed. A gap assisted measurement is a measurement on a cell that does require transmission/reception gaps to allow the measurement to be performed. Gap patterns (as opposed to individual gaps) are configured and activated by RRC.
10.1.2.1
Handover

The intra E-UTRAN HO in RRC_CONNECTED state is UE assisted NW controlled HO, with HO preparation signalling in E-UTRAN:
-
Part of the HO command comes from the target eNB and is transparently forwarded to the UE by the source eNB;

-
To prepare the HO, the source eNB passes all necessary information to the target eNB (e.g. E-RAB attributes and RRC context);

-
Both the source eNB and UE keep some context (e.g. C-RNTI) to enable the return of the UE in case of HO failure;

-
UE accesses the target cell via RACH following a contention-free procedure using a dedicated RACH preamble or following a contention-based procedure if dedicated RACH preambles are not available:
-
the UE uses the dedicated preamble until the handover procedure is finished (successfully or unsuccessfully);

-
If the RACH procedure towards the target cell is not successful within a certain time, the UE initiates radio link failure recovery using the best cell;

-
No ROHC context is transferred at handover.

10.1.2.1.1
C-plane handling

The HO procedure is performed without EPC involvement, i.e. preparation messages are directly exchanged between the eNBs. The release of the resources at the source side during the HO completion phase is triggered by the eNB. In case an RN is involved, its DeNB relays the appropriate S1 messages between the RN and the MME (S1-based handover) and X2 messages  between the RN and target eNB (X2-based handover); the DeNB is explicitly aware of a UE attached to the RN due to the S1 proxy and X2 proxy functionality. The figure below depicts the basic handover scenario where neither MME nor Serving Gateway changes:
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Figure 10.1.2.1.1-1: Intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO

Below is a more detailed description of the intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO procedure:

0
The UE context within the source eNB contains information regarding roaming restrictions which where provided either at connection establishment or at the last TA update.

1
The source eNB configures the UE measurement procedures according to the area restriction information. Measurements provided by the source eNB may assist the function controlling the UE's connection mobility.

2
UE is triggered to send MEASUREMENT REPORT by the rules set by i.e. system information, specification etc. 

3
Source eNB makes decision based on MEASUREMENT REPORT and RRM information to hand off UE.

4
The source eNB issues a HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target eNB passing necessary information to prepare the HO at the target side (UE X2 signalling context reference at source eNB, UE S1 EPC signalling context reference, target cell ID, KeNB*, RRC context including the C-RNTI of the UE in the source eNB, AS-configuration, E-RAB context and physical layer ID of the source cell + MAC for possible RLF recovery). UE X2 / UE S1 signalling references enable the target eNB to address the source eNB and the EPC. The E-RAB context includes necessary RNL and TNL addressing information, and QoS profiles of the E-RABs.

In the case of a UE under an RN performing handover, the HANDOVER REQUEST is received by the DeNB, which reads the target cell ID from the message, finds the target eNB corresponding to the target cell ID, and forwards the X2 message toward the target eNB.
5
Admission Control may be performed by the target eNB dependent on the received E-RAB QoS information to increase the likelihood of a successful HO, if the resources can be granted by target eNB. The target eNB configures the required resources according to the received E-RAB QoS information and reserves a C-RNTI and optionally a RACH preamble. The AS-configuration to be used in the target cell can either be specified independently (i.e. an "establishment") or as a delta compared to the AS-configuration used in the source cell (i.e. a "reconfiguration").
6
Target eNB prepares HO with L1/L2 and sends the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE to the source eNB. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message includes a transparent container to be sent to the UE as an RRC message to perform the handover. The container includes a new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers for the selected security algorithms, may include a dedicated RACH preamble, and possibly some other parameters i.e. access parameters, SIBs, etc. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message may also include RNL/TNL information for the forwarding tunnels, if necessary.

NOTE:
As soon as the source eNB receives the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE, or as soon as the transmission of the handover command is initiated in the downlink, data forwarding may be initiated.

Steps 7 to 16 provide means to avoid data loss during HO and are further detailed in 10.1.2.1.2 and 10.1.2.3.

7
The target eNB generates the RRC message to perform the handover, i.e RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation, to be sent by the source eNB towards the UE. The source eNB performs the necessary integrity protection and ciphering of the message. The UE receives the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message with necessary parameters (i.e. new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers, and optionally dedicated RACH preamble, target eNB SIBs, etc.) and is commanded by the source eNB to perform the HO. The UE does not need to delay the handover execution for delivering the HARQ/ARQ responses to source eNB.

8
The source eNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target eNB to convey the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status of E-RABs for which PDCP status preservation applies (i.e. for RLC AM). The uplink PDCP SN receiver status includes at least the PDCP SN of the first missing UL SDU and may include a bit map of the receive status of the out of sequence UL SDUs that the UE needs to retransmit in the target cell, if there are any such SDUs. The downlink PDCP SN transmitter status indicates the next PDCP SN that the target eNB shall assign to new SDUs, not having a PDCP SN yet. The source eNB may omit sending this message if none of the E-RABs of the UE shall be treated with PDCP status preservation.

9
After receiving the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation , UE performs synchronisation to target eNB and accesses the target cell via RACH, following a contention-free procedure if a dedicated RACH preamble was indicated in the mobilityControlInformation, or following a contention-based procedure if no dedicated preamble was indicated. UE derives target eNB specific keys and configures the selected security algorithms to be used in the target cell.

10
The target eNB responds with UL allocation and timing advance.

11
When the UE has successfully accessed the target cell, the UE sends the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message (C-RNTI) to confirm the handover, along with an uplink Buffer Status Report, whenever possible, to the target eNB to indicate that the handover procedure is completed for the UE. The target eNB verifies the C-RNTI sent in the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message. The target eNB can now begin sending data to the UE.

12
The target eNB sends a PATH SWITCH message to MME to inform that the UE has changed cell.
13
The MME sends an UPDATE USER PLANE REQUEST message to the Serving Gateway.

14
The Serving Gateway switches the downlink data path to the target side. The Serving gateway sends one or more "end marker" packets on the old path to the source eNB and then can release any U-plane/TNL resources towards the source eNB.

15
Serving Gateway sends an UPDATE USER PLANE RESPONSE message to MME.

16
The MME confirms the PATH SWITCH message with the PATH SWITCH ACKNOWLEDGE message.

17
By sending UE CONTEXT RELEASE, the target eNB informs success of HO to source eNB and triggers the release of resources by the source eNB. The target eNB sends this message after the PATH SWITCH ACKNOWLEDGE message is received from the MME.
18
Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message, the source eNB can release radio and C-plane related resources associated to the UE context. Any ongoing data forwarding may continue.
10.1.2.1.2
U-plane handling

The U-plane handling during the Intra-E-UTRAN-Access mobility activity for UEs in ECM-CONNECTED takes the following principles into account to avoid data loss during HO:

-
During HO preparation U-plane tunnels can be established between the source eNB and the target eNB. There is one tunnel established for uplink data forwarding and another one for downlink data forwarding for each E-RAB for which data forwarding is applied. In the case of a UE under an RN performing handover, forwarding tunnels can be established between the RN and the target eNB via the DeNB.
-
During HO execution, user data can be forwarded from the source eNB to the target eNB. The forwarding may take place in a service and deployment dependent and implementation specific way.

-
Forwarding of downlink user data from the source to the target eNB should take place in order as long as packets are received at the source eNB from the EPC or the source eNB buffer has not been emptied.

-
During HO completion:

-
The target eNB sends a PATH SWITCH message to MME to inform that the UE has gained access and MME sends a USER PLANE UPDATE REQUEST message to the Serving Gateway, the U-plane path is switched by the Serving Gateway from the source eNB to the target eNB.
-
The source eNB should continue forwarding of U-plane data as long as packets are received at the source eNB from the Serving Gateway or the source eNB buffer has not been emptied.

For RLC-AM bearers:
-
During normal HO not involving Full Configuration:
-
For in-sequence delivery and duplication avoidance, PDCP SN is maintained on a bearer basis and the source eNB informs the target eNB about the next DL PDCP SN to allocate to a packet which does not have a PDCP sequence number yet (either from source eNB or from the Serving Gateway).

-
For security synchronisation, HFN is also maintained and the source eNB provides to the target one reference HFN for the UL and one for the DL i.e. HFN and corresponding SN.

-
In both the UE and the target eNB, a window-based mechanism is needed for duplication detection.

-
The occurrence of duplicates over the air interface in the target eNB is minimised by means of PDCP SN based reporting at the target eNB by the UE. In uplink, the reporting is optionally configured on a bearer basis by the eNB and the UE should first start by transmitting those reports when granted resources in the target eNB. In downlink, the eNB is free to decide when and for which bearers a report is sent and the UE does not wait for the report to resume uplink transmission.

-
The target eNB re-transmits and prioritizes all downlink PDCP SDUs forwarded by the source eNB (i.e. the target eNB should send data with PDCP SNs from X2 before sending data from S1), with the exception of PDCP SDUs of which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the UE.

-
The UE re-transmits in the target eNB all uplink PDCP SDUs starting from the first PDCP SDU following the last consecutively confirmed PDCP SDU i.e. the oldest PDCP SDU that has not been acknowledged at RLC in the source, excluding the PDCP SDUs of which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the target.

-
During HO involving Full Configuration:

 -
The following description below for RLC-UM bearers also applies for RLC-AM bearers.  Data loss may happen.

For RLC-UM bearers:

-
The PDCP SN and HFN are reset in the target eNB.

-
No PDCP SDUs are retransmitted in the target eNB.

-
The target eNB prioritize all downlink PDCP SDUs forwarded by the source eNB if any (i.e. the target eNB should send data with PDCP SNs from X2 before sending data from S1),.
 

-
The UE PDCP entity does not attempt to retransmit any PDCP SDU in the target cell for which transmission had been completed in the source cell. Instead UE PDCP entity starts the transmission with other PDCP SDUs.
Next modified section

10.1.6
Radio Link Failure

Two phases govern the behaviour associated to radio link failure as shown on Figure 10.1.6-1:

-
First phase:

-
started upon radio problem detection;

-
leads to radio link failure detection;

-
no UE-based mobility;

-
based on timer or other (e.g. counting) criteria (T1).

-
Second Phase:

-
started upon radio link failure detection or handover failure;

-
leads to RRC_IDLE;

-
UE-based mobility;

-
Timer based (T2).
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Figure 10.1.6-1: Radio Link Failure

Table 10.1.6-1 below describes how mobility is handled with respect to radio link failure:

Table 10.1.6-1: Mobility and Radio Link Failure

	Cases
	First Phase
	Second Phase
	T2 expired

	UE returns to the same cell
	Continue as if no radio problems occurred
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a different cell from the same eNB
	N/A
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a cell of a prepared eNB (NOTE)
	N/A
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a cell of a different eNB that is not prepared (NOTE)
	N/A
	Go via RRC_IDLE
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	NOTE: 
a prepared eNB is an eNB which has admitted the UE during an earlier executed HO preparation phase.


In the Second Phase, in order to resume activity and avoid going via RRC_IDLE when the UE returns to the same cell or when the UE selects a different cell from the same eNB, or when the UE selects a cell from a different eNB, the following procedure applies:

-
The UE stays in RRC_CONNECTED;

-
The UE accesses the cell through the random access procedure;

- 
The UE identifier used in the random access procedure for contention resolution (i.e. C‑RNTI of the UE in the cell where the RLF occurred + physical layer identity of that cell + MAC based on the keys of that cell) is used by the selected eNB to authenticate the UE and check whether it has a context stored for that UE:

-
If the eNB finds a context that matches the identity of the UE, it indicates to the UE that its connection can be resumed;

-
If the context is not found, RRC connection is released and UE initiates procedure to establish new RRC connection. In this case UE is required to go via RRC_IDLE.
The radio link failure procedure applies also for RNs. Upon detecting radio link failure, the RN discards any current Un subframe configuration (for communication with its DeNB), enabling it to perform normal contention-based RACH as part of the re-establishment. Upon successful re-establishment, the Un subframe configuration can be reconfigured using the same procedure as at initial RN startup.

Next modified section

19
S1 Interface

19.1
S1 User plane 

The S1 user plane interface (S1-U) is defined between the eNB and the S-GW. The S1-U interface provides non guaranteed delivery of user plane PDUs between the eNB and the S-GW. The user plane protocol stack on the S1 interface is shown in Figure 19.1-1. The transport network layer is built on IP transport and GTP-U is used on top of UDP/IP to carry the user plane PDUs between the eNB and the S-GW.
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Figure 19.1-1: S1 Interface User Plane (eNB - S-GW)

19.2
S1 Control Plane

The S1 control plane interface (S1-MME) is defined between the eNB and the MME. The control plane protocol stack of the S1 interface is shown on Figure 19.2-1. The transport network layer is built on IP transport, similarly to the user plane but for the reliable transport of signalling messages SCTP is added on top of IP. The application layer signalling protocol is referred to as S1-AP (S1 Application Protocol).
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Figure 19.2-1: S1 Interface Control Plane (eNB-MME)

The SCTP layer provides the guaranteed delivery of application layer messages.

In the transport IP layer point-to-point transmission is used to deliver the signalling PDUs.

A single SCTP association per S1-MME interface instance shall be used with one pair of stream identifiers for S1-MME common procedures. Only a few pairs of stream identifiers should be used for S1-MME dedicated procedures. MME communication context identifiers that are assigned by the MME for S1-MME dedicated procedures and eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the eNB for S1-MME dedicated procedures shall be used to distinguish UE specific S1-MME signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are conveyed in the respective S1-AP messages.
RNs terminate S1-AP. In this case, there is one S1 interface relation between the RN and the DeNB, and one S1 interface relation between the DeNB and each of the MMEs in the MME pool. The S1 interface relation between the RN and the DeNB carries non-UE-associated S1-AP signalling between RN and DeNB and UE-associated S1-AP signalling for UEs connected to the RN.  The S1 interface relation between the DeNB and an MME carries non-UE-associated S1-AP signalling between DeNB and MME and UE-associated S1-AP signalling for UEs connected to the RN and for UEs connected to the DeNB.
Next modified section

20
X2 Interface

20.1
User Plane
The X2 user plane interface (X2-U) is defined between eNBs. The X2-U interface provides non guaranteed delivery of user plane PDUs. The user plane protocol stack on the X2 interface is shown in Figure 20.1-1. The transport network layer is built on IP transport and GTP-U is used on top of UDP/IP to carry the user plane PDUs.

The X2-UP interface protocol stack is identical to the S1-UP protocol stack.
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Figure 20.1-1: X2 Interface User Plane (eNB-eNB)
20.2
Control Plane

The X2 control plane interface (X2-CP) is defined between two neighbour eNBs. The control plane protocol stack of the X2 interface is shown on Figure 20.2-1 below. The transport network layer is built on SCTP on top of IP. The application layer signalling protocol is referred to as X2-AP (X2 Application Protocol).
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Figure 20.2-1: X2 Interface Control Plane

A single SCTP association per X2-C interface instance shall be used with one pair of stream identifiers for X2-C common procedures. Only a few pairs of stream identifiers should be used for X2-C dedicated procedures.

Source-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the source-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, and target-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the target-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, shall be used to distinguish UE specific X2-C signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are conveyed in the respective X2AP messages. 
RNs terminate X2-AP. In this case, there is one X2 interface relation between the RN and the DeNB. 

No more modified sections
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