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1. Discussion:
During the last RAN2#68 meeting, a discussion on how to handle requirements for a release independent frequency band for LTE was discussed and the conclusion was sent to RAN and RAN4 as a LS [1]. In this document, we briefly summarize the status of this issue and propose a further way forward.
First of all, the current TS25.307 [2] covers requirements on UEs supporting a release independent frequency band only for UMTS that is independent of release. This would mean that there are no requirements for LTE bands equivalent to TS25.307. 
Second, as already mentioned, during the last RAN2#68, the above issue was discussed in RAN-WG2 [3], and RAN2 agreed a way forward to create a new specification for LTE band [1]. 

On the other hand, a question was raised in RAN2 whether or not it might be appropriate to be handled as RAN2 specifications as the following reasons.
TS25.307 [2] covers not only the RF and RRM requirements, but also the Signalling requirements, because when introducing a new UMTS band, it is required to change the RRC signalling IEs and introduce a new frequency band indicator in system information and UE capability, which means that there is an impact on RAN2 specification TS25.331 [4]. However, for LTE RRC signalling TS36.331 [5], it is designed to handle this later release issue easily without changing the signalling IEs. Therefore, no change is required to introduce a new frequency band indicator in [5] even though a later release band for LTE is added because [5] is able to cover up to 64 frequency bands already.
In conclusion, from technical aspects, it can be seen that RAN4 is the appropriate WG to define and manage a new specification for LTE band corresponding to TS25.307 correctly and timely.
2. Proposal:
Taking into account the above situations, the followings are proposed.

· A new TS for “Release-independent LTE frequency band” corresponding to TS25.307 should be created.
· RAN-WG4 should be the responsible group of the TS..
The draft version of the TS, which doesn’t have TS number yet and is being reviewed by RAN4 [6], is attached for your consideration.
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