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Discussion and Decision

1
Discussion and proposal
During RAN plenary #44, a new Work Item (WI) was discussed [1] to consider the Energy Saving (ES) in the network as dedicated work for UTRAN and E-UTRAN. RAN#44 has confirmed that the ES was already part of LTE-A Study Item but it has also postponed any decision for ES in UTRAN. 
Since several RAN WG meetings different companies have attempted to highlight the benefits of Energy Saving [2, 3, 5] and propose some improvements on UTRAN in [6, 7] or discussion for E-UTRAN in [4,8]. Now there’s no specific discussion on energy saving for UTRAN part maybe due to existing implementation and difficulties to consider system wide solution on Legacy RAT. However some companies see some possible standard improvement.
Nowadays the energy consumption and associated cost is becoming an important topic. This part of OPEX will increase in the future for legacy Radio Access Networks due to the global increase of energy cost. Therefore, it is a global interest to continue also the enhancement of UTRAN according to ES benefits. 
We kindly ask to RAN to consider the importance of the ES and explicitly allow discussions on ES for UTRAN as part of TEI-9 (and future TEI-10) like a natural enhancement of the existing network. We also kindly ask RAN#45 to capture this conclusion in the meeting minutes.
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