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5A.3.3
Fast Physical Access CHannel (FPACH)

The Fast Physical Access CHannel (FPACH) is used by the Node B to carry, in a single burst, the acknowledgement of a detected signature with timing and power level adjustment indication to an user equipment. FPACH makes use of one code with spreading factor 16, so that its burst is composed by 44 symbols. The spreading code, training sequence and time slot position are configured by the network and signalled on the BCH.

In a multi-frequency cell the FPACH is transmitted on the primary frequency. The FPACH may also be also transmitted on the secondary frequency in case of handover or E-DCH procedure.
5A.3.3.1
FPACH burst

The FPACH burst contains 32 information bits. Table 8J reports the content description of the FPACH information bits and their priority order:

Table 8J:
FPACH information bits description
	Information field
	Length (in bits)

	Signature Reference Number
	3 (MSB)

	Relative Sub-Frame Number
	2

	Received starting position of the UpPCH (UpPCHPOS)
	11

	Transmit Power Level Command for RACH message
	7

	Extended part of Received starting position of the UpPCH (UpPCHPOS)
	2

	Reserved bits

(default value: 0)
	7 (LSB)


The use and generation of the information fields is explained in [9].

