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1.
Introduction

Considering the current 3GPP LTE work plan, there is the need to try to stabilise LTE as soon as possible. It is currently planned to freeze the LTE RRC ASN.1 in September 2008. History shows that it takes around 6 months to freeze the ASN.1 for a 3GPP Release once the stage 3 work has stabilised. There is also a danger that some RAN functionalities may be at risk of slipping out of LTE Release 8, and this document proposes that setting the Release 9 timeframe now would be beneficial to resolve this.
2.
Discussion
Currently the RAN WG2 meetings are structured in such a way that, with regards to LTE work, the priority is given to stabilising the basic LTE features and functions before the more optimal functions or scenarios are treated. 
The above structure means that there is some flexibility to freeze the Release 8 specifications once certain features are stable, whilst others are less mature. It seems that when the basic system is stable there may need to be a decision regarding whether to drop some Release 8 LTE features/optimisations that have not been stabilised OR to delay the stabilisation of the LTE specifications such that those features/optimisations can be included. 

If the need arises to drop some features/optimisations from Release 8, companies need to be clear on when these dropped features will be stable in the specifications, such that they are able to understand the consequences of dropping them.

To resolve this unknown factor, Vodafone believe that the Release 9 timeframe should be decided as a matter of priority. 
Vodafone already discussed the possibility of a “short” Release 9 in [1]. Vodafone believe that agreeing “short” timeframe for Release 9 work – particularly to include any planned LTE functionality that were omitted of Release 8 – would mean that the consequences of any LTE functionality slipping out of Release 8 is reduced. This would seem to be beneficial for speeding up LTE Release 8 completion.
3.
Proposal 

It is proposed that TSG RAN request TSG SA to make a decision on the Release 9 timescales, preferably allowing for a “short” Release 9, inline with the motivation stated in this document (and also that of document [1]).
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