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1 Introduction

RAN3 has been discussing optimizing the utilization of Iub resources for MBMS since RAN3#54 in Riga last year, with contributions from several companies, see ref [1], [2] and [3]. A set of CRs for Iub optimization were agreed at RAN3#55 and approved at RAN#35, see ref [4].
In RAN3#55 in St Louis the use of IP-multicast was proposed [5] to further improve the efficiency for the IP-RAN case and to extend the optimizations to cover inter-Node B cases. This proposal was well received and it was decided to continue the discussions at RAN3#56. 
In Kobe a discussion paper and an updated CR, see [6] & [7], were presented. Although discussion took place and positive comments were given, there was not enough time during the meeting. The meeting however felt that we were close enough to an agreement in order to send the CR for email agreement during the week after the RAN3 meeting in Kobe. Some editorial comments were received as well as some general questions. Although agreement was close, at least one company wanted more time to check the details. This resulted in that the email agreement could not conclude during the limited time available.
2 Proposal
RAN plenary is kindly requested to allow one more meeting round for the finalization of the work on optimizing MBMS Iub transport using IP multicast within the scope of Release 7. This way the MBMS Iub transport using IP multicast can be in the same release as the “main” part of MBMS. Since the work is limited to RAN3 and agreement is considered to be close, it is seen feasible to finalize the work during the RAN3 meeting in August. The result can then be reported to RAN plenary in September. So far the work on optimizing the utilization of Iub resources for MBMS has been done under TEI7.
A set of CRs to TSs 25.402, 25.433, 25.434 and 25.435 are attached for information.
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