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1. Introduction

The work item for “Interface to Control Tower Mounted Amplifiers” was agreed at RAN#32 in Warsaw. According to the scope statement for the WI RAN3 should first review the TMA control interface in AISG version 2.0 (Antenna Interface Specification Group). The findings are to be reported to TSG RAN#34 where the way forward should be decided based on the outcome of the review. 

Depending on the outcome it should be decided whether: 

· the interface could be just referenced in 3GPP specification or incorporated in the 3GPP specification 

· or in case bigger problems are found in the AISG specification, then more substantial work for TSG RAN WG3 would be anticipated like: 

· Specifying a standardised open interface to enable local TMA -controlling functionality situated in the Node B to allow the Tower Mounted Amplifier (TMA) being provided by a third party vendor .

· Be able to control the TMA from the Network Manager, so that the operator is able to control the TMA remotely and consistently across the network.

During RAN3#53 and RAN3#54, RAN3 reviewed AISG 2.0 and tried to agree on the way forward for the Work Item.

The purpose of this paper is to describe a way forward that will minimize the work in RAN3 and still satisfy the requirements of the Work Item.

2. Way Forward
This proposed way forward is described in detail in [2] and it introduces TMA into the UTRAN architecture, but refers to AISG 2.0 for the details. The only UTRAN documents that need to be updated are 25.401 for the architecture part and 25.460 (UTRAN Iuant interface: General aspects and principles) with generic references to TMA functionality in AISG 2.0.
3. Benefits

Taking this approach the following benefits can be pointed out:
· The work in RAN3 is minimised. The presented contribution [2] already contained draft CRs that would finalise this WI in RAN3. 

· The backwards compatibility to AISG 2.0 is ensured since we refer to it.
· The work on TMA remains in one place, in AISG without the continuous need for updating to keep the two specification sets aligned. It is noted that also AISG is working to improve and enhance their TMA specifications. 

· N-Interface changes can be introduced since TMA is included in UTRAN architecture.
· By keeping the TMA specifications in AISG there is no need for introducing the specification making effort later on in GERAN or in LTE.

4. Proposal

Taking into consideration the benefits described above, it is proposed that TSG RAN should take the decision on the way forward outlined in section 2 and request RAN3 to introduce TMA into the UTRAN architecture by referring to AISG 2.0 as outlined in the draft CRs attached to [2]. 
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