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Introduction

3GPP has started working on the Long Term Evolution (LTE) of UTRAN as a Study Item (SI) for Release 7 in year 2004.  Currently there is a significant amount of effort devoted to LTE. The biggest SI in 3GPPRel 7 under discussion is LTE.  65% of 3GPP RAN1 contributions are related to LTE and only 35% of contributions [1] are for WCDMA releases as shown in the figure below.
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Considering many performance enhancement requirements for WCDMA, LTE became a significant diversion from the 3GPP releases and we would like to bring the focus back to Rel 7.  
Discussion and Way Forward
We would like to put full focus on 3GPP releases instead of LTE developments.  We propose to start standardisation activities on the following features for further performance enhancements:
· There are a few areas 3GPP can enhance the WCDMA network performance.  They are:

· Reduction of E2E latency

· Reduction of UE Transition time e.g  Idle ( Cell_DCH 

· Reduce cost per bit by standardising radio techniques i.e 

· MIMO, 

· Interference cancellation, 

· Multi User Detection, 

· UL Channel based scheduling

· Improve Backhaul efficiency to reduce cost
· Enhanced MBMS in Rel7

References
[1]  The report, RP050395 Working Group 1 Status Report presented in September 2005
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