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Background
1.

During RAN5#29, Dr Prem Sood presented R5-051963 in which he asked RAN5 to consider the stability of the R99 & Rel4 test technical specifications (TS) with a view to freezing them. He asked that RAN5 considered the option of reverting back to a release based system of TS. His input paper and subsequent presentation built upon his contribution to TSG RAN#29 in RP-050590. The subsequent discussions are summarised as follows:

R99 Activity

2.

On the question of ‘freezing’ of R99 test specs, RAN5 recognises the need to review the situation very closely, especially as the GCF has very recently (Oct 05) announced that it is not actively seeking more R99 tests in the certification scheme. That said there is still a lot of maintenance work being undertaken, particulary for the protocol tests, to ensure the tests are ‘forward compatible’ as appropriate. So, in direct response to R5-051963 & RP-050590, the RAN5 strategy will be:

· To cease, with immediate effect, consideration of new R99 test cases, that are within the RAN5 area of responsibility
· To continue to maintain the existing R99 test cases but due diligence will be applied with CR selection

· To expand R99 test cases to include new features associated with later releases only (e.g. Rel 5) in response to market demand. This will be done on the basis that a R99 UE will not fail such a test case unfairly, but the same test may be used to test the later release UE (e.g. Rel 5 UE).

· Release independent issues, for example new bands, maybe treated on an exceptional basis as required.
· To review the strategy during RAN5#31 in May 06 and provide further feedback to TSG RAN#32.

Test Specification Management

3.

On the question of reverting back to release based specifications (from the current single TS method), there was no support within RAN5 because it was felt that:

· The rationale to adopt a single (release independent) TS approach is still valid.

· No problems have been reported by the those implementing the tests i.e. the test industry.

· No problems have been identified by the MCC in the production of a single TS in so much that it is manageable and actually reduces the effort to update each TS.

· No problems are foreseen in the immediate future.
4.

Based on the above, RAN5 will continue to manage single versions of each TS. The WG project manager will review the situation after each cycle of updates and provide feedback to the WG as appropriate. 
Action to TSG RAN 
5.

For information only
Date of Next TSG RAN WG5 Meetings
RAN5 #30                 13 – 17 Feb 06         
USA

RAN5 #31                 8 – 12 May 06           
China 

RAN5 #32                 28 Aug – 1 Sep 06

Tallinn
