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Decision

In order to move on with the evaluation of macro-diversity in LTE and to allow RAN2/3 to take a conscious decision on whether or not to assume inter-Node B uplink macro-diversity combining, while weighting the gain of macro-diversity against the architecture and protocol impacts, the following is proposed as the way forward for the RAN WGs in order to reach a working assumption by the October meetings. 

Way forward for RAN1#42bis, RAN2#48bis & RAN3#48bis

· Sets of aligned simulation parameters, relevant scenarios and evaluation metrics as outlined in [1] (to be agreed separately) will be used by companies performing the simulations.

· RAN1 will finalize the evaluation of macro-diversity combining gains at the earliest possible date during the RAN1#42bis meeting in San Diego, i.e. October 10 and inform RAN2/3 at their meeting in Cannes with an LS summarizing the simulation results on macro-diversity gains.

· RAN2/3 will finalize their discussion on the network impact of macro-diversity at their meeting in Cannes.

· RAN2/3 will review the RAN1 results on macro-diversity gains and, in case further information is needed, request additional information from RAN1 during the week when the meeting takes place.

· RAN1 will provide all necessary additional information to RAN2/3 as soon as possible during the week when the meeting takes place.

· RAN2/3 will take a working assumption on uplink macro-diversity combining for their further work on LTE, based on weighting the gains of macro-diversity against the impact on the architecture, at their October meeting in Cannes. Note that the decision should either be to either support or not support macro-diversity combining (no optional support).
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