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1. Overall Description:
GSOA is delighted that Rel-18 NTN standards approaching completion, and kindly requests that the following aspects be taken into consideration in the definition of the remaining RAN4-lead packages for Rel-19.
1.1	Mobile VSAT support
· Mobile VSATs – or ESIMs (Earth Stations in Motion) in ITU terminology – are an important use case for many industry verticals being served by satellite connectivity, including aviation, automotive, rail and maritime. 
· Mobile VSATs are already addressed for GSO within the scope of Rel-18 but not yet supported for NGSO on the basis of a historical regulatory restriction in the Ka band. This restriction was recently lifted at WRC-23 as follows: 
· ESIM (WRC-23 AIs 1.15 and 1.16): For each of these, a Resolution (Res. 121 (WRC-23) for AI 1.15 and Res. 123 (WRC-23) for AI 1.16, respectively) was approved under which aeronautical (A-ESIMs) and maritime terminals (M-ESIMs) communicating with geostationary satellites (in Ku-band) and non-geostationary satellites (in Ka-band), will operate.  WRC-23 also decided that the authorization of land-based terminals should be a national matter, so this kind of terminals were not included in the abovementioned Resolutions, without precluding their use.
· We request Rel-19 address support of NTN VSAT connectivity by including mobile VSAT with NGSO use cases in the Rel-19 RAN4 package.
1.2	3GPP NTN support for satellite bands
· [bookmark: _Hlk161049452][bookmark: _Hlk160809728]Following Rel-17 and Rel-18 support of the example bands for NTN, there are other existing satellite bands and band extensions which GSOA operators would like to be supported in order to enable rollout of 3GPP NTN based services. WRC-23 provided a number of clarifications confirming ongoing global regulatory commitment to these satellite allocations. For instance, per the outcome at WRC-23, the 10.7-14.8 GHz band was not included in the WRC-27 future agenda item for terrestrial component of IMT.
· [bookmark: _Hlk160710822]We request that sufficient resources be allocated in the Rel-19 spectrum package to accommodate definition of additional satellite bands in both FR1-NTN and FR2-NTN.


1.3	Avoiding speculative definition of terrestrial bands for NTN co-existence.
· In cases where NTN bands do not have adjacent band(s) allocated to Terrestrial Networks (TNs), the RF requirements applicable to the Satellite Access Node and the UE terminal should not be derived using speculative TN deployment scenarios. 
· Following such a methodology for the Ka-band definition has yielded overly burdensome requirements, far in excess of the harmonized standards.

2. Actions:
To: 3GPP TSG RAN
Action: GSOA kindly asks 3GPP TSG RAN to take the information provided above into consideration for the remaining Rel-18 work and the Rel-19 RAN4 package definitions. In particular:

· The Rel-18 gap around support of Mobile VSATs with NGSO should be addressed in the Rel-19 workplan as part of the package to be decided at RAN#103, March 2024.
· Sufficient resources (i.e., TUs) should be allocated to the spectrum related topics in the Rel-19 package to accommodate the definition of additional satellite bands.
· In cases where an NTN band does not have adjacent band(s) allocated to TN, the RF requirements applicable to SAN and UE should not be derived using speculative TN deployment scenarios, but instead using Harmonized Standards or regulatory requirements.

3. Date of Next GSOA Standards Group Meetings:
	GSOA Standards WG#12
	11 April 2024
	online



The reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, modification, distribution, and/or publication of the non-technical information contained within this document is strictly prohibited. No part of this material may be reproduced, disseminated, copied, disclosed, modified, distributed and/or published in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, unless it is for internal purposes within the organisation of the recipient only or has been authorized by 5GAA.

image1.png
O
GSOA&

GLOBAL SATELLITE OPERATORS ASSOCIATION




image2.png
Automotive Association




