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1. Overall Description:

3GPP thanks ITU-R WP 4B for their Liaison Statement (SP-160756) on the integration of satellite solutions into IMT-2020 networks.
3GPP would like to inform WP 4B that
· It has approved a Study report on Architecture for next Generation System [1] in SP-160829 that includes the Support of 5G connectivity via satellite is identified as key issue 22. As part of the study it has been agreed to minimize access and core network dependencies by specifying a converged access-agnostic core with a common AN - CN interface which integrates different 3GPP and non-3GPP access types;
· It has approved a Study report on Scenarios and Requirements for Next Generation Access Technologies [2] that includes the support of Satellite extension to Terrestrial as deployment scenario 12;
· It is drafting a Technical Specification on 5G Service [3] which contains service requirements for the 5G system to provide services using satellite access and for service continuity between land based 5G access and satellite based access networks;
· The identified key issue “Support of 5G connectivity via satellite” in 3GPP TR 23.799 and deployment scenario “Satellite extension to Terrestrial” in 3GPP TR 38.913, will be studied in release 15.
3GPP would like to remind also that contributions from any interested party on the topic at hand is essential so that relevant 3GPP working groups can further enhance the 5G system to support the related requirements.

2. Actions
ITU-R WP4B is invited to take this information into account.

3. Dates of Next SA Meetings:

SA#75 
8 – 10 March 2017 
Dubrovnik.
SA#76 
7 – 9 June 2017 

USA.
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