3GPP RAN activities within UE Positioning

Currently, the following positioning methods are supported by UTRAN:

· Cell coverage based positioning

· OTDOA method with network configurable idle periods; and

· Network assisted GPS method

The major new work for 3GPP RAN is to specify an optional open interface between the RNC and a stand-alone SMLC. Two major functions of the SMLC have been identified:

· position calculation based on UE GPS/OTDOA measurements

· provision of assistance data for A-GPS/OTDOA. 

The addition of the interface should be compatible with current Iu, Iur and Iub and radio interfaces. The addition of this interface does not preclude the positioning methods to be supported in the SRNC. Whether standalone SMLC is used or not needs to be transparent for the UE and will only impact the SRNC, which supports standalone SMLC.

