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ETSI/SMG2 #25 (Geneva, 23-27 February 1998) decided to establish the ITU Expert Group in order to collect information from the other Expert Groups (namely, L1, L2&3, and ARC) and already existing SMG2 documentation and write the contributions to ITU. The group has to ensure that the ITU input has the correct format and is ready in time.





The main goals of the ETSI/SMG2 ITU Expert Group were:


to prepare the necessary documentation for the SMG submission of UTRA to ITU-R TG 8/1 as a candidate for the radio interface of IMT-2000; this task was completed by the end of June 1998, according to the ITU-R time schedule;


to prepare the ETSI/SMG2 UTRA Self Evaluation Report to be submitted to ITU-R TG 8/1; this task was completed by the end of September 1998, in line with the ITU-R time schedule. At the same time, ETSI/SMG2 also submitted to ITU-R TG 8/1 a cover letter to the UWC-136 Self Evaluation Report.





In addition, during the Evaluation phase (July - September 1998), the ITU Expert Group developed the answers to several questions on UTRA raised by various Evaluation Groups.


Finally, a number of contributions were developed by the ITU Expert Group in order to facilitate the flow of information and the co-ordination between ETSI/SMG2 and ITU-R TG 8/1.





Due to the establishment of the 3GPP, and the subsequent decision to move all UTRAN related activities from ETSI/SMG2 into 3GPP, it is suggested to discontinue the ETSI/SMG2 UMTS ITU Expert Group. This should be ratified by ETSI/SMG2 #29 (Sophia Antipolis, 25-29 January 1999).





It is recognised that there is still a need for a co-ordination with ITU-R TG 8/1, whose process calls for the approval of Recommendation in ‘Key Characteristics of the IMT-2000 Radio Interface(s)’ by March 1999 and the completed detailed radio specifications by the end of 1999 (expected to be approved at ITU-R TG 8/1 #18, 25 October - 5 November 1999). It is suggested that this co-ordination should be carried on by the 3GPP TSG RAN ITU Ad Hoc, taking into account all 3GPP rules and procedures.





