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1. Background 

The ITU-R Ad Hoc Meeting #9 (13-14 January 2011) addressed in its work the status on Relay Node as provided in document RT-100095 (SP-100874) from SA Plenary #50.
In the liaison, SA recommends to RAN and RAN ITU-R Ad Hoc that Relay Node is not included in the 3GPP IMT-Advanced submission due to the uncertainty of its completion within Release 10.  
However, ITU-R Ad Hoc notes that:

· RAN has approved RAN1 Relay specification, TS 36.216, as Release 10 
· CRs for the Relay Work Item provided by RAN1, RAN2 and RAN3 were approved at RAN#50
· A new TS number for RAN4 Relay specification was allocated as TS 36.116 at RAN#50. TS 36.116 does not exist yet.
2. Proposal

Considering the above, ITU-R Ad Hoc has adopted the following way forward subject to confirmation by RAN in the case that SA#51 decides to postpone Relay functionalities to Release 11:  
· The previously developed Overview Section text in A.1.3 in the ITU-R submission that relates to relays is amended to the following text (deleting the word “supported” and replacing it with the text “under development”):
“Relaying functionality is supported under development for the SRIT and for both the FDD and TDD RITs. The relay node appears as a conventional base station (e-Node B) to terminals but is wirelessly backhauled to the remaining part of the radio-access network using the LTE release 10 radio-interface technology.”
· In the section of the submission pertaining to the GCS Specifications (A.2.1), the Specification TS 36.216 is proposed to remain along with any other RAN specific specifications that include aspects of relaying.
· TS 36.116 is proposed not to be included in the ITU-R submission document.
ITU-R Ad Hoc believes this approach can provide to ITU-R an appropriate view on the relaying capability and at the same time reflect the state of development of the work in RAN and SA, particularly since the Relay Node capability was not essential to the LTE-Advanced meeting the IMT-Advanced requirements but was included in the initial candidate technology as a planned capability of Release 10 and beyond.
3. Requested Action

ITU-R Ad Hoc would like TSG RAN to confirm this approach and to affirm that the RAN agreed Release 10 specifications related to Relay Nodes will remain as part of the Release 10 specification set regardless of the actions and status of the SA relay node specifications.

ITU-R Ad Hoc reminds TSG RAN that the cut-off date for submission of the material to ITU-R is 30 March 2011 at 16:00 hours UTC. Consequently ITU-R Ad Hoc would appreciate receiving from RAN at its earliest opportunity its views so that ITU-R Ad Hoc would know in time for the submission deadline whether to retain the proposed text and associated RAN relay specifications such as TS 36.216 in the final submitted document.

